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Facts about putting this together
This is not a collection of writings

This is not a craft

Items selected for the Write on Writers” History

. WOW published books

. WOW members and our editors, only

. Photos, especially group pictures

. Announcements such as Author Chats, etc.

. Personal WOW achievements, The Times Record, The
Cryer, Member Moments in People Plus News

. Condolences

. People Plus News center folds: Corona Chronicles and
Christmas. This gives a good example of all our
writings.

Everything should be dated and in consecutive order going forward.
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INTRODUCTION
First Senior Center

Celebration photo 1-1-2004




HISTORY OF PEOPLE PLUS
AND
WRITE ON WRITERS

The "55 Plus Center" was the first name given for the
Brunswick community center. The Brunswick Town Council
put out a referendum question to Brunswick voters: Shall the
Town of Brunswick purchase the former St. Charles Church at
6 Noble Street in Brunswick, to be used for a senior center?
The vote in May 1976 was, "Yes."

The first center located on Noble St was used as a meal
site for elderly individuals. The center also became known as a
place for social and recreational activities and programs.

A new teen center was added in 2004 through parents,
professionals and earnest young people looking to provide a
safe place for the youth.

The 55 Plus Center name now didn't reflect who and
what we were and the name was changed to People Plus, "The
center to get more out of life."

Because the St. Charles Church at 6 Noble St. was
deteriorating, lack of space plus our occupancy for 35 years, a
new location was found. In June 2010 a move was completed
to the current facility, which is the old Union Street School,
located at 35 Union Street in Brunswick.

The first meetings of Write on Writers (WOW)
commenced in 1995 while in the old building. Frank Conners
was a great asset to this group after moving to the newer
building on Union Street. The first WOW leader was Jean
Martz and the group grew to about 12 in attendance. The first
book published was Poets and Storytellers, Writing for Fun.
This has been a nice tradition for WOW to publish a book
every two years.

Through the years the leaders have been Bonnie
Wheeler (14 y), Nancy Sohl (3), Ralph Laughlin (2), and other
leaders for shorter times. Bonnie Wheeler is our senior
member joining about 1999, Vince McDermott came in 2005,
Gladys Szabo about 2010, Paul Karwowski 2011.
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Current Senior Center
Old Union Street School, 35 Union Street, Brunswick



The question has been asked many times, “What /Who are Write on Writers?” Here are some quotes from
past leaders.

Write On! As I have come to know it, is more a social group bringing together people of diverse interests,
backgrounds and talents to share their life experiences and thoughts with others through the written word. That s
why we read aloud what we have written. If we wanted to just have our writing judged by others, we would not
read our writing but just pass out the printed word and wait for comment. Write On's role and scope is much more
valuable to the human spirit.

It is NOT a writers’ Workshop where people sharpen their writing skills in order to get published and be an
“accomplished author” — whatever that means. It IS a place for souls to mingle.

In my opinion it is a gem of a group that I was most fortunate in finding. Yes, at first, I thought it should
emphasize the “Workshop” concept...but I took time to listen, feel its pulse and came to learn so much more than
Jjust how to improve this or that sentence.

Thus, 1 give you my proxy vote on keeping Write On! The way it is.

Ralph Laughlin

When you write from the heart, we needed a safe place. A group that has respect for each writer and
appreciation for each one's talents. A group that encourages others to be THEIR best, where there is laughter; tears
and a special bond together. That's our goal, a family.

Bonnie Wheeler

Along with Write on Writers publication of a book every two years, People Plus publishes a small monthly
newspaper of current happenings. In this newspaper a page is designated for the Write on Writers to express their
talents and abilities. Through the years, the editor-in-chiefs who have guided People Plus News have been; Frank
Connors, Patrick Gabrion and Charmaine Daniels.
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2000 AT:

55 PLUS CENTER
6 NOBLE ST.
BRUNSWICK, ME 04011
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Write On!

presents

POEMS & STORIES

Write On! authors at the recording studio.
They meet every Wednesday

at the People Plus Center,

Read by the authors

Brunswick, Maine

The People Plus Writers Group
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Juwy 2010

PEOPLE PLus News

That’s just natural

The last chore Td been assigned as
e vacatod Noblo Streol was 10 get sur
bilg white front lawn sign off that cor-
ner and meved to Undon Steeet. .. Nat-
wrally (e after v 1'd selectod ts do
the Jub waet bot s sticky but 1 went
a0 arywany T ook It s Just the Lasest
challenge to my maseulinity | used
iy Bt cometary shoved to dig oo the
poats and offered a half grunt of o
thank you when | discoversd the Sase
Tk neves hoens comunted i g
rocked that beast back and foeth ©
come Jouse, put 1y hack wader it and
grented some mare, Gl 1L almest
Jumped from the hales and linded flat
om the L

Ol U il § s it (et 16 vt by
heavy for s Lo move (0 (he (rock by
teysedl

Thirty seconds into my snalysis of
what (0 do next, s Ped laden Kid
camse bouncing dewn the street. Jam-
ming with his electronic world, cem.
pheiely unaware that | xbasad,
ull o the side walk in Soet
of him, shavel in hand, sffering in
wign largage tht e alsalil sl tve
plogs froms hay vare

BRINSWICE PARPSWELL OTHER TWINS
An M. Conter Sarabs Ptiaber Liivds Ghariaes Beh
Srirley sk Nancy Wikds Tetrwtte Weybeant. Bath
Priscile B Rasth [ o— Tety King Waeshatch
Dorryl Woeed Parvels Cralg Nerry Hin. Liskon Falks
o ~ b Mariye Ortersiess Paarace Vo, e Pl
e Fleken Rargon Dme McElrrm, Waabuch
Do athy Baditorrt overwrrrond A
Lot Nebers o d
Linels Arre Jryce Bgers Leste '"."":
Peleres Dimerwet troe Breer

ey Whitnalds TOPSHAM Suman Lovamdhaks, Froegart

e Lovtee ket Bl Wrme Craveamm, Soewr antie
Tl St Lotsse Dearver. Buartuem
ot vealiv Bals Sux Mesermas, Ocflares.
are Webssmant Otie
Canege Mapym PN ee—
Bartiars Tosl Floia S, Besmbile. |

Guess | startled the fellow bet be
A it T ankid st ppiling hack sever
al stopn, eyeling e \Wery suspiciously
“Hey” 1sald. “TH give you 55 1 you'l)
T ot St algn e ey teeh,

The mamey had hix attention Rl
hydude?,” e svked, “five bucks™

1 modded and stepped away from
T claviming vy sidie of S s

Together wo hotstod the xign and
maved 150 my truck. enly to realize
(et [t was severad Inches oo long te
N2 i the bed. “Guoess we need to Bt 1
up to the rack " | decided. “Guess |
WAt 1 e iy Dve Tk, ” hie deckd
- ks siede of the sign s the
ground. T reached In my wallet
rleved my lunch money snd
wvned i frome of has dull eyvs. His

h ressewed, he nedded and resched
ﬁ-n for O shn

We quiskty seetied than sign preears
ously om mry wesk woedes Truck rack.
T mrned so thank him and was con-
fronted by his cut strecched hand |
the five from my pocket, divpped
#t tn his hand snd offered i quick.
Wik yon " b e wan slveady plug
wng in bis (Ped. already walking off

New or renewing members — July

Dues for a full year, still only $25.

My 133t 1130 am

Commercial

Lunch Out!

Kennebec Tavern

Street, Bath

™ Tonanans

BRACKETT FUNERAL HOME
A Ladwer Family Service

Chasarsos Seavices

%Il(’l’lﬂy

s,
%ﬁ‘/ﬂ/ﬂly Q}

Peter W. Ladner « Christepher C. Ladner « Glewn P. Henderson

T9 Federl Sereer « Brunswck, Mase 04011-159¢
Phaoe 307-725-5511
o s ac bt (vl o

- Fax 207-729-5930

toward Malne Street, | wved, “Dude.”
Tadbed

Today at & Neble S, the lights are
off and the dust bas seled. Classes
wre valocatod, desks are moved. and
he bz that always Peaple
Plus has moved 1o Undon Streel. The
wied dign at Noble are suddenly sthen
ol

And

So 1 feel compelied o offer ure laxt
arbate ts our bsle beown chuseh, o
matlor that 1l was abways cramped
and cromded, bard to heat. hard to
cool, hard to get around in, and el
by oot o Betlo b darkomenl diewy Andd
when | vasited kot 8t ws still haed to
fimd  place (o park.

When we were rensaving o decors-
Gve snantle In the old hause, saning it
for veuse o our mew Usian Street cety
ter. we fsund an elaborate greeting
carel e 10 e wirll sed died LIKT
dearing only best wishes to all who
might visit the place in the coming
yoars. Covlaindy i Common weed
worker in could ever have

guessed the modest Victartan esltage
B i bbb wnihl st Decsne &
chwrch complex and Mater still & cen

ter for senlor <itl
ns
An tmpressive parsde of myrlad
activity carried us through the 35
yoars we “lved" om Noble Street
Wearw 1o bodled dinners hadidey colr
brations, exercise classes, wellness
peogroms, stumts, sales, tripe shows,
servies s saclal evests. Siv Noble
was second heme to thausasds of
sentors durirg the decades leafing to
this new centary Mest of ws siill
acceptod the tews with scome misgiv
Ing when we learned we'd bave to
sl our Mitle corner on Maine
anid Noble was deationd to beuse &
haotel
Now bere's the last thing. | tsok an
evening walk seeund the old place last
week and was delighted to find our
fino obd chorry tree was ence more
Joaded with frie. | picked several snd
pedd Dhaint by inosth tasting the
art and bitterness. Ne mutter how
nice and wonderfal our new hame s,
there's abwavys 3 etle besermens whout
leaving the obd Thal's just natural.

1f yons 7 momonne o ke
-nh».mmm

- Vot s prats aparmorn

R ]

over in w34 busasr o doy
+ Exprrtencs e, satwtn . e
pece ol wndt
Cail 1.888.760.1042 »
schedule yoar personsl visit.
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PEOPLE PLuS News

Pace 7

That’s just natural

The last chore Td been assigned as
we vacalod Noblo Streol wans 10 get aur
big white front lawn sign off that cor-
ner and meved to Undon Steeet. . Nat-
wenlly Che alber v 1'd sl tod s do
the job wis hot aed sticky but 1 went
o I arywary T ook It os past the Lasest
challenge to my masculinity | uied
iy Best cometary shoved to dig cur the
poats and offered a half grunt of o
thank you when | dizscoversd the Sese
Il neves hoens comunted i place. |
rocked that Seast Sack and foeth will it
come Jouse. put 1t back wader It and
grented some mare. 0 10 almast
Jumped trom the hales and Landed flat
om the lawm

Oaly U el §amnmpt that 16 W ton
heavy fur s Lo move (0 (he rock by
[

Thirty sconds into sy snalysis of
what (o do next, s (Ped laden Kid
casse bouncing dewn the street. Jam-
ming with his clectrontc workd, cem.
phetely unawars that | even exiaed,
ol | purnped to the side walk in front
of him, shovel In hand, offering in
wign lnrggeaage thn hie shwsalil pasll thie
plogs froms has ears

Guess | startled the fellow bat e
Al bt T oaskiod e pping hack sever
ol stop, eyeing mee Very suspicheesly
“Fey” 1sald. “TH give vou 55 1f you'll
Tl ot Dt algn on ey teaek,

he mumey had hix attention Rl
by dude?,” he sodked, “five bucks™

1 nodded and stepped away from
T cladming vy stdo of S g

Together we hoistod the xign and
maved It 5o my truck. enly to realize
hat 1t was severdl Inches oo long te
Nt in the bed. “Guess we need to Bt 1
up to the rack.” | decided. “Cuess |
WAt 1o s iy Dee Tk e deckd
v droppiog his side of the sign te the
ground. T reached In my wallet
retrieved my lunch money and
ssapped % in frost of has dull syva His
fath ressennd, he nodded and reschod
deweny for T sign

We quinsly seatied than sign preears
ously om mry wesk woedes Truck rsck,
1 e ned so thank him and was conr
Fronted by his out strecched hand |
mook the fve from my pocket, divpped
9t tn his hand snd offered o quick,

Wik v " e he wan slvendy plug
g in his 1Ped, already walking off

New or renewing members — July
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woward Malne Syreet, | wived, “Dode.”
Toadkcbed

Today at & Neble 51, the lights are
off and the dust bas semled. Classes
e velocatod, desks are moved, and
the biuzz that abways surssands People
Plus has moved to Undon Streel. The
oid digs at Nobde are suddenly stlent
aoud And.

So I feel compelied o offer une lavt
wbarte s our bsle beown chuseh, no
matior that I was abways cramped
and cromded, hard to heat, hard to
cool, hard to get around in, and sl
b mot o Betlo b dark mend diewey And
when | visited bat, 8w sill haed to
frd & place (o park

Whes we were remsoving a decors-
ve soantle In e old hause, sanang 1l
for reuse o our mew Usian Street cets
ter. we fsund an elaborate greeting
cardd parmed 10 e wall sod dined LIKT,
dearing only best wishes to all whe
might vistt the place in the coming
yrars, Cavialndy e com v wood
worker in 1387 could ever have
guessed the modest Victarsan caltage
e wis bathding wenilid st becsne &
chrch complex and hater still 2 cen
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An tmpressive parade of myrlod
activity carried us through the 35
yoars we “lHved® om Noble Street,
Bearw 1o botled dinmers hadidey cule
brations. exercise classes, wellness
programs, stumts, sales. tripe shows,
servioe sl social evests Siv Nohle
was second hame to thousasds ol
sentoex during the decades leading to
this new century Mest of o still
accepted the news with scone miagiv
Ing when we learned we'd bave to
move, sed v Mitle corner on Maine
anil Nodle wan deationd to beuse »
hotel

Now here's the last thing. | teok an
evenimg walk seound the old place last
week and was deligheed to find our
fine obd cherry tree was once more
loaded with frim. | picked several snd
popred D b sy nosth, tastiag the
wrt and bitterness. No mutter how
nice and wondeefal our new hame is
there's abways » lethe beterness whout
learving the obd Thal's jest natural.
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December 2010

5 eason’s

Dad! You missed him!
By Crarrorre Hagr
“Dad! You missed him!
He came while you were gone.
He stood right there in our back yard.
1 was in the window with my new green housecoat
on.”

Baby Bill was in his crib.

Mom said, “Let him snooze.
Santa's just checking our chimneys
To see which one he will use.”

Gram smiled and kept on knitting.
Mittens! Socks! Wooly hats — she has made three!
They will be wrapped in shiny paper
Under the Christmas tree.

“Dad, I'm glad you went to the

To the parsy for [riends who are poor
But, Dad, you did miss Santa Claus!

I was scared! I was happy for sure.

He stood by the well and waved at me.
His beard 1s long and white.

His pants and his coat are all bright red.
His reindeer were — out of sight.

A Christmas blessing

By Graors Szaso

It was Dec. 23rd. My husband, Bob, was having very bad chest pain. Our doctor
smdheww.ldmee(mattheER.Dnvmgmemmymn)dwugmﬁungdrmdhn
images. My daughter, Dawn, was 6 and my son, Robbie, was 1
could be disastrous. At the ER, Bob was rushed in, and after what seemed like for-
ever, Dr: Sullivan came out. As he approached me, I was gripped with fear antici-
pating his news. “It is not a heart attack. He has a collapsed lung and can go home

as he will rest. I want another X-ray in the morning to make sure it is not
ung.

1 should have been relieved with the good news, but memories flooded my mind,
back to the week before our wedding. Scenes of Bob collapsing in a restaurant on
our way to my cousin’s wedding. He was rushed to the hospital where I was told it
wasawlhpsedlmgandheshouldbeﬁnewnhsrﬁknmthehmpnalandmt.
The following day, I was notified to get to the hospital immediately, but he was in

surgery by the time I got there, being 5 minutes from dying. A week in intensive
care, uﬂeﬁnmlypnstpunedwaidmg.leﬁuwxﬂlmﬂymgmunom

Christmas Eve morning we returned to the hospital to have a follow up X-ray
‘When the nurse couldn’t reach the doctor for instructions, she told us we
could go home but would most likely be back shortly My legs turned to jelly, my
stomach was in knots as we returned home. I knew I should be doing all the prepa-
rations for our Christmas Eve dinner but was not able to think or function. Within
a few hours, the phone rang. “Hi this is Dr: Sullivan.” My heart was racing, my
hands sweating as I answered, “Hi, we have been waiting for your call. Do we have
to return to the hospital?”

There was a pause, “No. Why would you think that?”

“Well after the X-ray. the nurse told us we would most 1i be returning™
An the doctor replied, “Everything is fine and with bed rest for a few days,
Bogggddbeupandammd lmﬂbgfpeakmgmthmnumasslnslnuunm
have told you anything. Have a very Merry Christmas!™ I dropped the phone, cry-
ing happy tears while hugging my husband.

We had just received the greatest Christmas blessing ever!!

' from “Write On” e @
The People Plus Writers

The Dew of Heaven
By Apzzame GuemneLL

The Dew of Heaven was beginning to fall on the trees
That were waiting for the doors of the iling,
mbmmﬂwplmmtmduvmg:ﬁme
But, really the three seasons of the weather:
Autumn, Winter and Spring need equal attention
And respact, because they consacrate us to the
Eternal decisions, and their colors define

Life, Respect and Love ... no matter what!
Thalumlglemntberqectedbemusenco«m'lbutm

. Toour health, both physical and moral, and with

it can define our time on the earth.
It is also very beautiful in its intrinsic ways, so
Let us all get ready to salute the of joy and,
i‘amnymg(mermmw (dmmﬂyrm

New Year’s Eve and New Year's Day with our food,
Mytobeshmedmtmlymthourmhuws

A But also with our perpetual friends!

Ilook out my window
at the newly fallen snow.
white, fluffy virgin.

Iery for my father reincarnated
and the hope and comfort he
brings.

19




Respect

By Bowowie Wekrier

Not in my
lnsywnghlmmhnpyour
My family fought for that right.
“kmldlsteal your joy?
plemempzctmme.

Christmas Day
By Bowwir: WrEs1LER
The winter wind howled through the night.

Snow piled high in the morning light.
Family arriving — hugs at the door —

Happy children’s faces filled with
'l‘hg,lysthewsyChnmmsDuy gtee

&)l_dmdothmg.bootsdrwmgmdiydzy

Menasleepornu:hmg'l'v

Women vacuuming the debris

Discarded wrapping around a forlorn tree
This is my Christmas Day reality

My most memorable Christmas
Br Berry Kiva

. was, for me, the archetypal Christmas — when my children
wemwrysml.l lntlwsedayswedeeomtedthetmeon&hnsnnn
Eve, after the chxklrenmacl}mbedmandt'mnwgpp«lmdm
arranged the presents (some of them to be assembl
ﬁmmmlmgovermﬂyundequmems:'y;uxmm)andsmﬂhdm
smd&mg&'l'hmlwen(mdmrdn(the\ﬁglematmldmgm
then, as it to bal)

When I got 1 had every intention of going to bed, but the
night was so beautiful — the air was mild, the moon was full, blue
shadowsmmqnnﬁtheum and [ was already well muffled
and wide awake. I go for just a little walk. I soon found my:
dwnnuhenverandsa!ouaslmetowatdlthemmﬂlg!nondle
wmenBeﬁxelkmwmhemwnapmkg:gw ememsky'l
made it back up to the house before the first sleepy chi

the stairs.
mhadbmkfmalltngetherdstnllm.mmliedmhamnam
tangerines before attacking the Christmas stockings. the
youngest child selected a present from under the tree and delivered it
to the recipient, who opened it and then chose the next present and
delivered it, and so on..... This took all morning. I meanwhile stuffed
thegoosewnhhunandseu!wmst.

The afternoon was so warm, as | remember, that we went for a walk
on a beach where the fog was so thick that we kept losing sight of one
another. It took some doing to gather everybody for the trip home.
I am now about twice as old as | was that snowy Christmas eve.
Mmmhmbeenrnmmmmxmynmmmbmaﬂthm
has long since faded from the picture leaving ........._ amazement!
And gratitude.

Christmas lobster dinner
By Bowxie WHEELER

A very dear friend of mine lives in a nursing facility She
mmher%andmmustobed:eerhl.helmﬂ to others
and a delight to be with. Peggy loves lobster so I invited her
out for early Christmas dinner so she could enjoy her
hmmefoodl n*alherup.nnhrwalkermdnmmk.

off we to Captain 's. She ordered lobster
andtlacklouﬂbeandthenaskedmewhenlhs%erbembagto
Vermont. - would I be to Vermont'
Ohdm:lmlmmummv{izmﬂeawmm I said, “Not
for a long time. I have not been back to my home state of
Oklahoma ina time.” She asked, “How is Russell?”
Who was Russell? [ said, “T haven’t seen him in a while.
Now my husband Garry is doing well, still driving a van
service to Portland.” Now she looked at me, “Who is

1said, “I have seen my kids, Brad, Kevin, and Lonna this
; OmﬂundsCamlynmdDunalwsysukabwl)m

y we didn't continue the game of confused conwi
um&;epyedemybneofherlobstuandlenpyedmy
haddock.

I drove her back and walked her through the hallway to
her room. We hugged and she thanked me, never once say-
ing name. Did she know who I was? [ don't think she

. Did it matter? No, not at all. When I got home, my
hmbamismd."ﬂonwasl’egy""lsald “Just fine. She

The only Russell I knew was a handsome high school
boyfriend. I do wonder, “How is Russell?™

The ‘Hungry

Moon’
By Berry Kivo

Orange-round, then
you rise and float
in the winter sky
the very picture
of abundance.

Angels

By Graors Szaso
Did you ever just meet someone
With whom you connected like no other one?
Angels come to us, I believe...
In more ways than we conceive.
Some see angels with flowing gowns
Floating above and all around.
Others enter our lives as a friend or a pet
Whom we will never forget.
A bird in the sky
Or a dainty butterfly
Some angels come, just for a while
Others remain, for many a mile.
Blssadmthangasﬁummnhandahwe

Each angel holds
lnmyaﬁgﬂnlwm"mm
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A pretty good old fashioned Christmas
By Rurn Formmive
The Christmas of 1980 was almost upon us. [ remembered a promise I made to myself a

few years back that when we felt settled in our old farm house, I was going to have an old
fashioned Christmas party. We had moved there in 1973 so I figured we were as settled as

we ever would be. Moving out to the country in Vermont, and purchasing an old farm Christmas
complete with barn, fields and meadows, and even a pond was a dream come true for me. I
meditlnmdoammougnlmmgsmmsuohmmlmm 1945

Tnedandmhendswouldbemvﬂed.peopledmd’ﬂnedaymadmﬂerﬂwywﬂd i inn SS=temecar
still love us. They would be the type of people that would not complain of the cold, love The tree was up
nature, and would eat all that was put before them! My guest list was complete, the phone Straight and green
calls were made. The instructions clearly stated that the Sunday before Christmas the ; Presents galore
party would occur and to wear warm clothes, especially warm boots, gloves and hats. ' Santa wasn't mean
Bnngmslwbmd‘d\eydldnothmanyplentymﬂdbehemmme.

The boy was eager

The day before the l.«?e’mm.wesel.l.l p card tables in various rooms in the house. Each
table was set with a red tablecloth, white dishes and napkins and sprigs of holly were
placed in the center of each table. Sunday morning the cooking was well on its way, and
by noon we were I walked around the house admiring what I saw. Cozy! Christmas!
Nice! Right on schedule the cars began showing up. Snow shoes lay on the back deck.
Boots lay by the back door: The glass front on the wood stove showed orange and yellow

To discover what was
there

But no matter how
Themwasstillaea;’end

ﬂames.Thlswasmmntmgslghlmthlstendegmedxyandsoonwemaﬂwasty Five long years
Had
Peoplerelnxzd and then the fun began. We were going off into the woods and decorate a Am;mp:st
pine tree. This tree would be our special gift to the birds for their Christmas. Bowls of Not long to last
popeorn and cranberries were handed out. Needles and thread and strong string came
next and we began making chains with them. They were tied together and began to grow Some short letters
longer. A few of us took pine cones, added string to hang them, smeared peanut butter on Slow to arrive
them and rolled them in fine bird seed. Grapefruit halves were given hangers and suet Very little news
balls place in their centers. Then we were But he was alive
Dressed warmly, snow shoes on, we trudged up the hill in the back and found the pretti-
:lm.Weaﬂde;omtedilandtbesmdﬁtdunou;fhcesmadehghtmbebolim ?.;doorﬁeu;gpeml’lo
use glowed wis tsasweag‘pmach itand was a inviting L cheeked air
andsmgllmgﬁwesehg:edﬂbebe onmeagnn.Dl'l.nwhfyalldsnm:ismgh ey Am&mm\n‘?
mealwhmhhadbeenemhngmd)emnmrscoupled'bmnmmd;hmmeme Came into view
next part of the day Numbers were drawn from a hat, people found their matching num-
bers on the small tables and sat to eat their salads together. The best gift ever
The house was lighted now in every room. When the salads were finished, numbers Was standing tall
were picked again, people changed to their new matching table where the main entrée His dad was home
was begun. Merry conversations and laughs were heard from every room. What fun! Safe after all

‘What joy! Then of course tables were changed again
thmdayandn’mmmpswmcemmtzdthmhstmthxsdaymuyuﬂzd in front of the
woodmwhereweallhughedmdhlwiEvu'ynnelenwidlncalicuomammlanda
slm’l‘ugedI)tlu\mhndeepl‘eeln'gd contentment we began the clean up. The people who
spent this magic day with us are still our dearest friends. They have told us so may times
huwspecn.ldmdzywas Yes, the birds found their tree and enjoyed their treats for many
weeks. We then cleaned up all the strings and empty holders. Whenever we would cross
mmﬂ'ysk;ornlkbyxtmgmenerdsys.mmmsuntd up of that very old fashioned
ristmas.

for dessert. Everyone met everyone

e
*

DPw

Company coming
Br Boswie: Wesrsss

Love at first sight

By Cuarrorre Harr

your room, Chris i » Pure joy! Anticipation! Sheer delight!
You clean Ci andl tit to sparkle. .
“Okay Mommy" e 1feel a breathless thrill when you appear

o Will you come now and stay the long dark night?
You have had time to get your room clean. Are you done?”

o Lovel first snow of the year!

‘Well, I still have some sparkle left. I put it on my floor, {“ﬂ" i ' Iy “_

mmybed.mmydrmandyoumg:mgmbesohamy

sparkles.” Mounandmn‘lhsk your di

My room really ’lbwmngblmspnmg\mdmeﬁm(ymdgam
- . 0O deep-swirled snow, you frost a lovely scene.
Oh, Christopher” In March, we'll end this torrid, iced affsir

Your frozen grip sweet April will undo.

Blue brilliant summer skies will banish care.
October frosts will whisper thoughts of you.

And then — come back, December blanket warm.
Love at first sight again! Wild, swirling, lovely storm!

3
/1

g /
0 o
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The last months of 2010

By Apsrame Guernei)

I never celebrated Halloween when I was a child because my grandma never
believed in attracting dead people to earth. But we know that this day is respected
by many churches and is also devoted to good souls. So, I hope it will continue pro-
tecting the children that disguise and have fun. This way, the day could also be our
fun to decorate our kitchens with all the delicious fruits and I respect the
saying “Death, like harvest, are part of Life” as Dr. Jack Santino said in Ohio Uni-
versi

ty
On November 11 we dedicate our prayers to all our Veterans because they risk
their lives to other countries as well as the USA. I wish I can do in the
future, what I saw a lady doing in an airport: she was kissing and hugging all the
men and ladies that had just arrived and she also prayed for them! Thank you,
CNN! To come back alive from the war is a miracle!
On D ber 25th we r ber the day Jesus was born and we spend time
with our families praying and eating all those delicious pieces we bake with the
fruits and es of Maine's rich . We venerate those pumpkins!
Unfortuna ymrztmhmmwanmsayhdlomﬂbemedbyour
humble poems and prayers. May I add some of the words that are used and

At the food bank

By Berry Kve

I see courage
In the eyes of the children

How do they know?
Did you tell them?

Winter stays a long time

respected both in English and Spanish during all these days, to link all the coun- it seems
tries of the new world? Some of them are: By W B K
1. Halloween = Vi de todos los Santos (vispera means the day before).
2. Veterans Day = Dia de todos los Veteranos The winter stays a long time it seems

3. Thanksgiving Day = Dia de Accion de Gracias
4. December 25 = Dia del Nacimiento de Jesus

5. New Year's Day = Dia del Ano Nuevo

6. Hallow = Hola!

7. Hallowed = Sagrado, o Santo

And one advice to everyone in Maine, from this down to earth, lady: learn how
almost everything used or eaten in the olden days was home-made, pure, clean
and delicious, and the animals were treated like people. Winter days allowed fami-
lies to gather, sing. dance and pray, in the evenings. And barns were used very
well!

o\
*i

s
on
divided

awarm
Under our careful feet,

Sponsors
of the
Write On!
holiday

To the west, a stained glass sky
blackbmmhes'l'olhel!ast

identify puddles which we artfully
lnmxrfmaﬁeshmgbtbmemhke
ssplmhclmldwste:ln "
scents of hchensndmsmml.hepathsend.
warm fire, good food, and rest.

Mdmsmwfalhanddnnsonﬂxewmd
spring waits on the
Whllewe ine our lives to

Each winter seems longer than the last
For each year comes and goes
thleh!eﬁ)rsomedlllmthepast
These many a years have left us so.

How many more will this life give?
The many more do we so wish

For they have been wondrous to live
Full of all that is this.

Walking the dog

a winter evening
By Berry Kivo

the moon will soon rise.

dim opalescent reflections
avoid.

My favorite holidays

Br Aprrame GuerneiL)

supplement

..}\ﬁ,

My verses will remember three holidays:
Christmas and Veterans

gmmnthsug‘mthedzyswfeelchsermmcgd.

And, we can enjoy them with our families and friends.

Hedy Blauvet, massage therapist Christmas is the day my soul prefers ‘cause it means
Gulf of Malne Books o Saior sl et maghoct s whle
Alrport Shuttle and Charter T A 3 vary Spetiat e et it is
EI Camino Tex-Mex Restaurant Cather together with our familics and frionds.
Fllpside Terrific Plzza Vetorai Day makes my b remmenmber o brothes e
The Writers of Write On! Newspapers every weck. honoring our Country and.

Newspapers every
Other lands, and I cry pray and remember all of them for the USA!

Snowflakes by God, Sara King and Grandma Betty
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Szabo, Welzel named Volunteers of the Year

Cladys Szabo le Phss
VnhmmdunankrmlmHznk
Walzel was named B

up and made the ram work.
Wnlnl is a retired engineer and a
Several of his

k Toen Cen-
m\bluﬂnwd’dnanxﬂnmnl
appe program hald

Juma
Both are longtime members of People
Phus, and bath are Involved In several
different activities at the Canter.
bo is “chief volunteer and bottle

the Teen Center.

n
9"‘ worth, Ann Frey, Alvina

Mnmrd

[Ty

Ince McDermott and Judy

the

moathly reparts. She has been a -
mmmmhmmﬂm{ﬁ
group. When the Spectrum Cenera.
tions/Poople Plus cooperation avolved
for the Brunswick Area Center's
Carufroe Cafié, 1t was Szabo who stepped

Lunch & Connections

Wilhur were also recognized for contims-
Ing sarvice to the Center.

Longworth has been the Monday
morning front desk P
number of years, and Is the “secret
caller” of the dazars of men who attend

regular monthly men's broakfast.
Fray a member of the Center’s Board
of Trustoes, has boen Instrumental In
fora and the Center's

For longer than anyane can remem-

July cookout moving to beach

“We're planning a good,
fashloned beach.front pic-
nic,” affered Chef Frank Con-

nocs. *It should be the event
d’ the simener.”

Cordon Hersom will be pro-
viding entertalnment at the
nwm. and Connors added

“similarities to the old
Riq)h Plhs summer pl:nlc

are certalnly on

Thnnmllbulﬁdl.m

dressod groen garden saltad,
:ymmnummiyaudenf
cole slaw. Madeleine Ashe's
secret sumnmer punch will be
the festured drink; coffos, Iced
tea and milk are

Come to the beach early
enough to kick some sand
— we start register-

ing folks a2 11 a.m. — pick up
your 50/50 raffle ticket and
register for one of several
door peizes. If the weather Is

ber, Alvira Menard has been coordinat-
Ing the distritustion of the People Plus

Wilbur coardinates the volinteers for
the froat desk and Is a “secrot dessert
maker” for many of the Lunch & Con-
recions

meals.
MdJnrmxB:hdwdd\nmurs
WriteOn! group, conrdinates the ping
pong everts for the Centor and, “just
pops 1, almost everywhere he's need.
od,”

According to Frank Connors, who
awarded the prizes to the soven, “Volun.
teers make this Center work. This group
may bubble to the top this month, but
there Is no doubt In anyone's mind that
we wouldn't be here without the efforts
of hundrads of volunteers.”

Strategic
planning report
to members

By Ep Hasris
Rucrmanc; Commrazson, Boars or Trusrs

ple Plus, 35 Unson St. There
will not be a storm-related
reschoduling,

All guests must chack Inat
the Thomas Point beach gate
house. Reservations for seat-
ing are necessary and
by calling the Pao-

Big winners. Christian Potts and his mother, Anna Potts,

fior our vegetarian friends.
Focus of this moathly

The dessert for July will be
fresh melons and a medley of
cookles. A pot of “veggle
baked beans,” will be ready

Lunch & C ro-
gram, underwritten by

trum Cenerations, is nutri-
tion, information and variaty.
Each meal must include regu-

together won last month’s Lunch & Connections’ record-
setting 50-50 raffle and a door prize.

lar and
s
breads. A CHANS Home.
health care professional Is
always on hand In the cafe
area to offer a froe blood pres-
sure check prior to lunch.

opticas, a

ple Plus information desk at
7280757. A limited number of
rides to dinner can be provid-
od, on a first call, first served
basis. We can NOT accept
walk-irss for this event.

Sy donatlon Is $7
for adults 60 and older and
children 12 and under, and
$7.50 for all others. Lunch Is
sarved at noon.

TRIAD: New look, same mission

Merrym TRIAD
has a new look, but its mis.
slon remalns the same.

The “new look” Is a new
brochure that explains what
TRIAD s and does. The mis-

— TRIAD 1s a coal

scams, and how to avold
becoming a victim of these
and other crimimal activities
that might be In the area.

— TRIAD also provides
infor matson about who to
contact If you have a

of
senlor clttizens, law enforce-
ment officlals and communi-
ty service providers

oq
about a transac-
tion that just
doesn’t seam

1t out. TRIAD can refer you to
the proper service provider
TesOurce.

Do you live alone without
family living nnarby? Have
you signad up far the TRIAD
Cood Morning Program
which establishes a
daily telephone con-
tact to
emsure your

ly affoct our or fiman
chl:om.nly o learn more,
1zp a TRIAD brochure a
&q:h Pluss. They will akso be
avallable at other community
arganizations, town offices,
haspitals and other public

plxnslnlhmnﬂm
about

Mnrrymnetlna Bay TRIAD
call 725-4736, or send ques-

together to enhance and right. For well-belng? tions to the address on the
ensure the safoty of older example: Is that Do you want  brochure. We welcome your
adults In the comen: and person knocking to be a safer Input If you beve a
to reduce crimes targeting  on your door legiti- drivar? Watch for  or concern about someona’s
the senior population. mate ar might he be an upcoming TRIAD/AARP safo cantact the bw

How does TRIAD accom- rson or - driver courses In the area. ment office 1n your area listed
plish this? One way Is to  home repair fraud? Does that These are but a fow TRIAD  inthe brochure.
spoasor and edu- il ng finan- vhich halp Are you d in a
catlonal programs on crime  clal right for me? It the well-being of alder resi. TRIAD program at People
pravention, that prwlda might not be.Is it too good to  dents in the community and  Phs? C& Frank Connars at
information about current  be true? It might be — address ssues that canadverse.  the Center, 723.0757.
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Wn haw: opened up the mission to
far all

the umpl Plus, wel-
mﬂ o s

mﬂ Center, moved to a won-
dnrfulnnws eandlns(:bdwod
longtime - The impact of all this

cnnat be underestimated. The strategic
planning process we have begun Is
intended to hlp us better define our
focus going forward.

This wintor we canducted threo focus
groups (community keaders, staff/volun.

hﬂ's/umn.nm :.MTnmCm

tﬂ'Cﬂlﬂ:llnﬂM
members, (120 responses). Jim Plnfcn
rnum:{udmmmmm
other

lcadcrs This effort pnnnud much
useful information about People

highly
Pluss, its and weaknosses, and
mgticnn s e
Same of undnmuummndun
o particular cedar) we
- Focnsmsuiu’shm don’t eliml-
mte for others.

— People Plus isa name.
— Consider a muﬁm that

Brunswick area with a great place to
soclalize, learn, serve, be served, and
Interact with community members of

all
mumnnsuw(fxllnyls really
Please see REPORT, Ruge 2

Teen Center
Summer Schedule
Tuesday, Wednesday
& Thursday
1:30-4:30 p.m.



July 011

fwtm*es ’s dioramas

Bob Dow, a multifalented regular at
People Plus, will exhibit a collection of
his unique “dioramas” in the People
Plus Café fer the months of July and

August. L
Dow grew up in Melrose, Mass., dur-
ing the depress1 years, and was
to

Retired in Brunswick
boasts photography as a

says h;ls computer has become the
color darkroom that he never had. His
ph work has appeared in
several issues of the People Plus
News, and most members will recog-
nize his name from writings on the
members page.

saﬁdhnﬂimm, his first pub-

 show;, “is not about my photo-

:.Mabﬂusbntmtherademon-
‘ﬁkﬂmot‘anm;"&athehasbeen

‘while, namely, “a
teehxﬁque‘ﬁiht adds depth to a print
with out theuse of spemalMesa'

24



Png

le News

The Center to get more out of life
35 Union St., Brunswick, ME 04011 729-0757 www.peopleplusmaine.org

Plus [T Y ——
PBarTée | eheri
04011-0766 PemeNe 52

October 2011 Volume 11, No. 10
“People Plus supports an engaged, healthy and independent life for older adults, while joining others to bulld community for all ages.”

Frizzle named to lead People Plus

Br Frawvk Convows

Stacy Frizle, most recently the market-
ing and ﬁor
the Br ick D A i
mhbmhuudmhlhmm
tive director of Poople Plus

Canter trustoes unanimously accepted
Lhnmmm&mm—rﬁmmm
&L&pczshnhpmhwmdzmm

1L

"s appoi hnpnlunnvnrn
for People Plus,” d of Trustee
Grogoey J. Shea pnd.nclnd_ "Wnlookﬁut

1‘q;lhmr-|dnnl. “in her
mrulh. has 20 years of executive axperi-

Meet the new director

Earlier in her carcer, she was director of
global madia systems and advertising for
the Coca-Cola Ca, in Atlanta, Ga. She bolds

hld-dmhu&l:mh- ,m communications, with minoes
ndm'uhu-m'n and nutrition, from the Uni-
Diructor Stacy Frizzke on Oct. mxycleh(‘ardmmCha Hill
20, from 2 to 330 pm., in the Center’s Frizzla is the mother of throo pre-
lhms:uﬂ Il daughtors and has boen restoring
Lunch w‘ﬂlﬂl harw“ﬂwPrmm'h]Ihmhn-r

ence in public relaticas, marketing and
market development. Shnhubmmm
the greater Br ¥ arca's busi com-

ly nine years. She is ve
awryona of ber love for
Brunswick arca.

“T'm a big promotar,” she said.
i‘nnbuaformrtrumdthofop

sham Public Library and worked on its
She bas worked

quick to tall
mterest in the

mn;nnmm and the marketing
cialist for the BDA for nearly a year: =

L3 g

Please see FREZILE, Fage 2

Eatin’

what

Erc Thoreson, 3 nutritionist with the Cooperative Extension Service and leader of our
Cookdng for One seres last month, Serves up applesauce to some of his students dur-
Ing @ recent class. Thoreson will lead a serles on manus and budgst shopping on
Wednesaays n October.

Poopia Plus has 3 number of

rooovering from Hiness of injury.
Classic yoga postures that strotoh,
1one and Improve joint fadbilty ase
modfiad n 3 gente dass to make
them more accessibie. R Is an
axociicnt way %0 start yogs or docp-
mmmg

saoezaonm

meswﬂﬂass.
Oct. 11 1o Now. 15
Beginning Mat Pilates
Plistos with Ann Kmmage can
benafit many poopie st many lovels
of fitness. R can Improve range of
motion, Sadbity, crasiation, pos-

Lunch & Connections

September luncheon features local harvest

When: 4155 pm
Cost: $50 por & wook dass,
Oct. 13 1o Now. 17

Stacy Frizzie and her dog,
Gartle

From yoga to ancestry.com

Plenty to do this fall

AlHeveis Toga

Yoga with Ann Kimmage improves
ficaily, strongh, rangie of mation,
balanoo and facuces stross. This
diass consists of dassic yogs pos-
tres and breathing tachriques
dosignod 1 haip you Lnwing and ro-
nofGie F%or 3 busy aay.

When: Thursdays, 56 p.m

Cost $50 por 6 wock dass,
Oct. 13 10 Now 17

Volunteer Opportunity Fair

Poopie Plus, Curtis Momordl

2 volurdoor.
When: Thusday, Oct. 27 In the
Morrail Mogting Room at the Curts

Mamartal Library, from 27 pum.

Ancestry.com
Come to the Curts Momodal
on Thursagy, Oct. &, fom 1.
2 p.m. whon Ibrary clsocke Lir
Doucatt will guide us through “The
Ins and Outs of Ancostry.com
Genaslogy Software.”
Please see PLENTY, Fope &

The Lunch & Coanections on Oct. 20 will be
our annual Harvest Cekbration, fmturing heaps
of local vegetables, flavorful boiled ham and
bomemade dessorts.

“This is cae everyone should be watching foc”
chef Frank Connors said. “It's going to be a great
ooe”

Potatoes, abbage, cirrots, turnip and boots am
all coming from Six River Farms, ower in Bow-
doinham, and there will be squash from ara gar-
dens. Dessart will be fresh baked cockies,
duced in cur new convection oven, lndyw‘ﬁ“*

nnmmgudu) an archard frosh

dmommrhntﬂlbnnhd lightly-drossod

m mhdﬁrmyum.mdthhund
will be fresh cider IT

foe and milk are always av. b:mmudn-

casserole will be waiting for cur vegetarian

Focus of this hly Lunch & C
program, underwritten by Spectrum Genera-
tions, is nutrition, information and variety A
CHANS Home health care professional is always
on hand in the caflt area to offer a froe blood pros-
sure check prior to lunch and this month, a
CHANS team will be available to offer flu shoes;
DO APPOINLMEnt DeceRACY

Come to the Center early pick up your 50/50
raffle ticket and register for ane of saveral door
prizes. Reservations for seating are necessary
and cbeained by calling the People Plus nforma-
tion desk at T28.0757. A limited number of rides
to dinner can be provided, on a first call, first
served basis. Suggested donation is caly $6 for
adults 60 and clder and children 12 and under,
and $7.50 for all others. Lunch is served at noon.
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Magazine features
Write On!

The members of Write
0Ox!, the crmative Wednesday
afternoon writer's group at
Poople Plus, gained at loast a
moment of mational notoriaty
last month when they became
ane of two such
¢ groups peofiled

in
The lead story in the fall
rtal cdmnn is titled, “A
Writers” Groups,”
'proﬁlu

and tlu article
Brunswick's Write On!

Please see MAGATINE, Fupe 2
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People Plus News
The official monthly newspaper of
People Plus, serving residents of the

Brunswick area. Editorial

submissions and advertising queries

should be e-mnailed to:

plusmaine.org

Questions, comments and written
contributions should be sent by the

15th of the month to:

The Editor, People Plus

P.O. Box 766

Brunswick, ME 04011-0766
Office phone (207) 729-0757
Office fax (207) 729-0672

Board of Trustees

J. Gregory Shea, Chalrperson Topsham
Gordon Brigham, Vice Chair. Topsham

Ann Frey, Secretary
Charles Frizzdle, Treasurer
Thomas Farrell (Ex-Officio)
Richard Brautigam
Lennie Burke

Darlene Chaimers
Robert Davis

Alison Harrls

Deane Lanphear

Joan Phillips

Fraser Ruwet

Claudia Adams

Brunswick
Brunswick
Brunswick
Brunswick
Brunswick
Brunswick
Hampsweil
Brunswick
Topsham
Hampswell
Brunswick
Brunswick

People Plus Staff

Stacy Frizle

Executive director
stacy@peopleplusmaine.org
Elizabeth White

Office manager
betsy@peopieplusmaine org
Frank Connors

Merber services
frank@peopleplusmaine.org
Jil Victor

Program development
jM@peopleplusmaine .org
Jordan Cardone

Teen Center coorginator
jordan@peopleplusmaine.org
Joanne Rosenthal

VTN coordinator
Jjoanne@peopleplusmaine.org

Much more than ‘“filling in!’

By J. GREGORY SHEA

Jim Pierce is enjoying the
sun and surf of Hawaii as [
type this. That's where he
was a year ago when People
Plus Board President Ed Har-
ris called to ask him to step
in as the “interim executive
director.” Our previous exec-
utive director, Susan Cole,
had resigned, giving relative-
ly short notice.

He knew he would have to
resign his People Plus Board
seat to take this role. He
thought about Ed’s request
for a bit and called back with
an unequivocal “Yes!™

Plus ... members, staff, com-
munities, board ... Knew we
were blessed by Jim's answer.
We knew that his 33+ years as
CEO of Independence Associ-
ation and active support for
and knowledge about People
Plus were a fortuitous “gift.”
What we did not know was
how hard Jim would work to
not only keep People Plus
functioning as it needed to,
but to move us forward on
several critical fronts to
improve our operations and
prepare us to better serve our
members and communities
There was no issue, task,
challenge or difficulty Jim
did not confront and address.

He has worked incredibly
long hours. He has served for
many more months than any
of us expected would be nec-
essary.

Jim does not know this col-
umn is being written. But,
not to celebrate and appreci-
ate his incredible devotion
and success over the past
year would be a major dere-
liction.

From the bottom of our col-
lective heart, Jim, we
THANK YOU for how hard
you worked, how much you
care, the courage you dis-
played, the accomplishments
you achieved and, mostly, for
being YOU!

Jim Pierce

And, because Jim is Jim,
he will be working with the
board to assist and support
our new executive director,
Stacy Frizzle, as she begins
her tenwre on Oct. 11,

All of us who “are” People

Stove 'n Stuff raffle results offered

The first effort to raise money to pay
for the new stove in the People Plus
kitchen raised nearly $550, and is being
called a success by organizers.

“We sold 128 tickets for $5 in less than
amonth,” program manager Frank Con-
nors explained, “and, thanks to the gen-
erosity of four area restaurants, our
expenses were zero."

Alison Harris of Brunswick pur-
chased the first ticket drawn at the Sep-
tember Lunch & Connections dinner
and selected the gift certificate from Dol-
phin Marina and Restaurant in Harp-
swell. Brenton Zachau of Bowdoinham

Memorial
___Donation

made to People Plus
In memory of

Joe
Bryant

“Counselor, principal,

neighbor and friend"” ;

selected the $30 certificate from
Richard’s German Restaurant in
Brunswick, and Joan Tarazewich of
Brunswick took the certificate from
Capt. Mike's seafood restaurant in
Brunswick. The three gift dinners from
Brunswick's Fat Boy Drive-In went to Ed
Harris of Harpswell, Ruth Foehring of
Phippsburg and David Barlag of
Brunswick.

“We want to offer a special thank you
to the restaurants who participated,”
Connors added. “Their generosity made
the event possible.”

Lunch Out! will
again benefit
Center

The Oct. 11 Lunch Out! to Thai Par-
adise on Pleasant Street will once again
be an opportunity to benefit the People
Plus Center as you enjoy a noon time
luncheon. Harpswell resident Al Moren,
who has no affiliation with the restau-
rant, has agreed to pay the Center a cash
donation of $10 for each of the first 50
people who attend this Lunch Out!

Pre-registration at People Plus is
essential. You may register over the
phone by calling 729-0757.

) . )
¢ ]f(’f orns

Funeral He

Keep germs from spreading.

FRIZZLE

From Puge 1

fundraising for the Bath Area Family
YMCA, the Brunswick Area Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters, and has worked as a per-
sonal trainer. She encourages everyone
to meet her “best friend” Gertie, a 1-year
old, jet black, mixed breed retriever.

She called People Plus a wonderful
and unique organization. “I can’t wait to
get in and get my feet wet,” she said.
“I'm excited to meet everyone and to
learn how things work.”

She looks forward to a “good transi-
tion and & centinuing partnership,” with
the BDA and area merchants,

Shea added, “we remain grateful and
indebted to Jim Pierce, our interim
director since last November, whose
hard and diligent work has pul us on the
right path.”

Pierce, a former board member and
divector of Brunswick’s Independence
Association for 53 years, became interim
dirvector when Susan Cole left the job in
October 2010,

;\;AGAZME

From Page |

Poway (Calif)) Pen & Ink group.

Managing editor Laurie Notch
focused on the importance of writers'
groups as “engines” that provide train-
ing. inspiration and challenges for aspir-
ing writers, and presented the 20-year-
old Brunswick group as, “one of the best
around.”

Write On! members profiled in the
and contributing to the seg-

Flu shots

Thursday, Oct. 20,
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

ment include Bob Dow. Bonnie Wheeler,
Gladys Szabo, Vince McDermott, Ruth
Foehring, Lynne Kresge, Charlotte Hart,
Dottie Moody and Paul Karwowski.

A “sample” magazine is available for
inspection on Frank Connors’ desk.
Electronic downioads are available at
www.magcloud.com/hrowse "issue/
272134

homehealthcare

An affiliate of Mip Coast HEALTH SERVICES

9 Skilled Nursing

@@ Private Duty

& Hospice Care
(207) 729-6782

60 Baribeau Drive, Brunswick, Maine 04011
www.chanshomehealthcare.com

Seasonal Flu Shots to be offered at People Plus Center this fall.
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Celebration

By Berry Kiva

Resisting the conflnement that comes with

Dark, cold, snow and ice, and all the

extra effort that the season demands,

We yet go forth to gatherings that celebrate
£amily and community We need to know that we are
there for each other, no matter how hard the going.
In this of warmth and light and ease

We are all the more moved to festivity as though
1n deflance of material imiations.

‘When &l nature 1s tucked In, burrowed deep,
walting out the season, we Sower Into
unaccustomed extravagance In speech and action -
acts of falth In the new 11§ that, being human,

we Know 1s just around the corper

December 2011

from “Write On!”
£) ‘Zﬁe People Plus Writers

Christmas
presents

Br Bowxw: WHERLER
Time for gift piving;

hurting;
You give me the chance to give.
Thanks to the uniovable;

You push me to forgive.
Thanks to all my family;

‘You gave me 1ife and & home above.

An unforgettable Christmas Eve

By Rurs Forsmne

The Christmas of 1956 was 3 white one and Christmas Eve

was frigld. We were dressed warmly that evening but the cold
and down coats
‘we were wearing. Hoods and hats were on, gloves were secure
our ousflts. We were vis-

seemed t0 go right ugh the warm
and woolen socks and boots cam|
1ting our son and his family In a small town In the Northeast
Kingtom of Vermont, and
ing at the moment, was 8 wise cholce for two people who had
left the frazen north for the sunny shores of

i where we were stand-

Florida.

We were standing on a shoveled section at the far end of the
town square Many churches stood an one side, lights were on
and stalned glass windows were reflacted an the white sSnow
that lay on the ground all around. Wreaths were on thefr doors,
and thelr church bells pealed out “Silent Night ™ Across a wide
road and directly adjacent to the churches were many ald Victo-
rian houses. They were large and thelr Christmas lights and
decorations were so lovely that we Just le¢ our eye eyes roam up
and down thelr Inviting appearances. Small paper bags with
sand 0 welgh them down, and candles Inside, 1it up the side-
‘walk that ran [n front of the houses. The smoke rising from
thelr chimneys let us sense the warmeh that existed within
them.

Precisely at 645 the church belis changed thelr tune and
began ringing with a bong, bong, bang. We were alerted to the

feeling that someehing was about to happen. Then we heard
another sound, that went clippety, clop, clippety. clop. Then,
through the now gently falling snow, ppeared 3 man dressed
1ike Jaseph of old and leading a donkey Magic filled the air and
people around us became silent. We were lined up behind the
donkey and candles were distribused and lighted and a long
Pprocession began down one side of the square passed all the

‘We reached our destination and left the line and recetved the
same farewell Entering the church the organ was playinga
chalr was singing, and we knelt and bowed our heads. We final-
ly felt warm and a feeling of peace and joy fllled us and as we
glanced around us we Saw EVEryone present had the same ook
of contentment.

Those who participated In that evening would fInd the stm-
plicity, beauty and grandeur instillad in them forever and
brought t0 view again every Christmas Eve. | kKnow, because it
is with me once again this year.
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Restore! Refresh!

Renew!

By Canneorre Harr

1'ms|:ouaae--m:mmaalnm];mussm.rme'spmuamill
Repalr! And scTape And palnt! Restore with care.

For winter's wind and snow this house

prepare.
Put & wreath an her doar With lights each window flil
¥or her first season of wonder here on Orchard HilL

What we can learn on

Christmas Days

Br Aperune Guerner L

1can be Just & teacher that learns to fly with the stars, but ... 1
Gom't want t0 die before baby Jesus gets ready to shine our lives
with his delicate eyes! With him on my side, all the sufferings of
mankind will become poems to be recited, night after night, In the
middle of the page that God Wrose befure his Son came 0 the
Earth ... that wonderful nighs! But my hands will be the humble

that I can use to teach the mystical songs of our human
1tves...! And I will be able to learn to fly with the chiidren that
mmmmmnmmummmmmm
wings will allow them ¢0 sltp out of the dream, and Christmas
will really begin tn our souls and hearts, and it will b not just 3
(tay but a long period of human 1 devoeed o the Son of cur
Creator, and the crystal flowers, with the golden firglvensss
will be dancing with the music of OUr NEGFEs In OUr Country, the
USA, because it 15 the only piaoe where we have paopies from
around the warld...!

By PK. Ausn
Each Christmas brings a spacial warmh
To a winter that's long and cold,
That's shared together In close harmony é\
{

Christmas aﬂ
K%

)
WIth those you love to hold.
It brings sounds of joy and laughter
That we'll remember through the years,

f" *\‘a
Along with a visit from carolers, P

Bringing sweet MUsic {0 OUT 8ars. &

Success at last

Br Ruti Foemmvg

Christmas morning, 2010, the phone Kept ringing but one call really
Kknocked my socks off, and Kept me smiling for the rest of the day, Christen
our algest grandchild, and born twenty-SIX years &go on Christmas day, was
calling to wish us 8 Merry Christmas. She was entertaining her family and
mmmmmemmnyorwngmeanemnnymmorms

snesmmxyam mmmmlmmcm
story taped to the 600r and everyane Joves i¢.” Well, this had
never happenad to me besare! 1 had Scotch taped my children's art and sto-

ries and my grandchilren’s 00, 0 OUT refrigerator door Now, it finally had
tome

My Mother's refrigerator had lastad Sor fifty years, and tn all those years I
never had ane thing taped to i I doubt my children or grandkids ever
appeared o is doars elther. So, finally I was being recognized. Now that 1s
slgntficans!

My Mother may never have posted my work but when she died 1 found a
big manila envelope and In 1t was art, Dear Mommy letters and storles, and
cands, that she had saved and my name was on all of them. 1smided at that
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A different
Christmas

By Gianys Szano

1t was the fIrst Christmas without my dad.
Mom and 1 were feeling sad.
Christmas Day, we'd be apart.

Joylully singing
Dimmed the 1ights and 1# the candles
As I bagan to trim the tree
‘With each ornament I could see
Memaries of my years with dad
Though anly fourtéen we did have.

Was just like 8
the gifis, 1it the tree
Gifts from “Santa™ to mom and me
Hours grew late, [ started to doze
Then 1 hear the back door close
The look of shock as she entered the room
Immediately replaced any feelings of gloom
I shot off the couch,
Hugged mom, t1ll she slouched
With teary eyes, we openad our gifis
Our little Christmas was the greasest gift!

Reflections

List upon list, too many to mention
Gifis t0 buy, parties to attend
‘Trees o trim, seems Uke no end.
It's time to reflect on the year just past
How can i be that it went so fast?

A time to reach out to family and friends
Passibly a chance t0 make Some amends
Some dre 1n touch only once a year
From those | anxiously walt to hear

©of those near and apart
All have left footprints on my heare!




Christmas
1940

By Viver McDimsort

The little girl’s
Christmas

Br Bern Comrron

There once was a little girl. She Iiked Christmas very
much. She went to the Mall with her mom. They were walk-
ing around and the little girl Santa “Mommy,
Mommy, I see Santa. Can 1 please tell him what [ want for
Christmas?” Her mom walked her over t0 where Santa was.

. 'The little girl went up to Santa and sald “H1 Santa " He sald
7 “Hilstle girl, what's your name?” Smsal‘.l,"mynumels
Sue.” Santa asked her what she wanted for Christmas She
whisperaed In Santa’s ear, “1 would like to have a cat.™ The
little girl got off Santa's lap. He gave her a candy cane and

First snow
Br Boswir: Wres1 e
" Karly snowflakes drift softly to the ground.
‘Winter scenes all around.
A cald pristine beausiful sight.
Only problem — 1t's Hallowsen night!

An outhouse bird house

Br Coameorre Harr

nmmmmmmmtﬁm
“Merry Christmas,

“Thank you, Peter. Now what can this be? You wrapped
1t well. Peter! DId you make this? A bird house! It's beaut!-
-

“Imade It In 1A at school.”

“Great Job? This Is 50 neat! We can hang i from that low
branch of the oak by the window™

“Turn it over, Gramp.”

“0Oh. Oh! Oh wow! This 1s really clever! An outhouse.
Look at this, everybody An outhouse bird house. Look at
the half moon In the door! And the door opens. Look
inside here! Okay It's 2 one seater. Peter, your copy of the
Portland Press Herald! Great job! Thank you.”

'\hummmaelptmemam’tmcmmp’"

“You did a lot of meticulous work here. Where did you
get the tiny uny roll of bathroom tissue? And the mini
mini ... Well no. No I don't. Let me think. Hold on. Oh! Yes
1 ¢o know That birthday card [ got from Joe Bryant last
August! You did 1fke that card, didn't you, Peter™ On
August 11, 1996, my husband, Bob, recefved from Joe
Bryant a unigue birthday card, a picture of a set of golf
clubs beside the entrance {0 an outhouse Inside the card
was a three page yarn about the early morning routine of
the foursome of Al Joe, Geoff, and Boh. They always let
Bob hit first off the fourth tee. He could then visit the out-

house In the woods near the fourth greer; then he would

rejoin the group on the green to play out the fourth hole.
Joe was widely known for his creative greeting cards

and carefully planned

found time to be a lang-time highly

Leonard as the telephone operator who said, “1s this the
party to whom I am speaking?” Math teacher George Mil-
mymmmeecsxmmsmammremnny
samething of a bore! Has anybody seen the Judge?”)

After Joe retired from education, he worked as a cus-
tomer service rej for LL. Bean. This gave him
more time for community service, golf, creative greeting
cards and state-0f the-art practical Jokes.

And now it 1s December 2011. I am sitting In my dining-
kitchen area, gazing at the space above my cabinets
where 1 display treasures, a Bowdotn punch bowl (a wed-
ding gift), a University of Maine stein (2 graduation-from-
Orano gift), & blue phoenix bird teapot that belonged to
my grandmother, and a carefully crafted wooden out-
house bird house.

Snowflake art inspired by God; created by Sara King and Grandma Betty
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The way I see it

The Incarnation that we celebrate an Christmas Eve 1s
emblematic of the Incarnation of atr and light and water
onto the bodles of algae and lichens and mushrooms, frogs
and salamanders and flsh, mice and moose and deer, pines
and fIrs and maples, daisles and roses and delphiniums, COWs
and pigs and chickens — and so Into our own flesh. Each of
these transformations 1s propelled by an energy we call Cre-
ation, and each of them 1s holy The Event In the stable at
Bethiehem was 2 lightning fash that telescopad this whole
elaborate progression Into one moment. The energy of Cre-
ation stepped briefly into the dimension of time In visihie
form, and this vision has flluminated our lives to this day

All of this 11fe 1s holy, and all the things we use and do t0
suppunmemmesammmmfal 0 be enjoyed and cele-

when thelr value is dramatized by scarcity
mnmwmmmwmmmm
whatever they may be, as braadly as possible, In decorating
and feasting and music, but also more humbly 1n gifts of
peanut buster and mac and cheese to the food banks — these
are sacramental, t00. We are reminded by this dark cold sea-
s0n how very much we need each others’ blessings. A happy
and hlessad Solstice, Hannukah, Christmas and Kwanza to
you!

Please
thank and support
our sponsors

Winter starlight

Br Berry Kivo

This frigld air holds no molsture to mask the MIlky Way

Living at the end of 4 long dir road has is drawbacks,

but also its blessings, amang them this miraculous clear night sky
50 thickly populated with kegends — Orlan, Casseopoela, VIrgo,
Leo, Aquarius, Scorpio and Taurus, the Gamenl, the Dog Stars,
50 bright. That we can take our evening walk in pure searlight

On a clear moonless night in December

An angel

Br PK. Auiw

; It's nigh on sixty years that I've Known her
And whose company | treasure so dear.
by the glow from her head
Though comes by once 3 year
She'll stay just 3 week and then leave us,
But the joy that she brings we all see.
For her we will save 8 place In our hears,
And 150 an top of our tree.

The story of the turkey
that didn’t die

Br Anerune Guemnerrs

Now You're
Cooking

49 Front St, Bath
4431402

Bert’s Oil
Leeman Highway, Bath
4432212

Slocum
Chiropractic
“Creating Wellness” Center
26 Bath Road, Brunswick
7254222
Airport Shuttle
and Charter

4 Wiliams Drive, Brunswick
7294354

Gulf of Maine
Books

134 Manne St., Brunswick
7295083

El Camino

Tex-Mex

Restaurant
15 Cushing St., Brunswick
7258228

Flipside

1t was supposed t0 be easy o0 catch the beautiful turkey that my son
bought last year to celebrate Christmas, but the bird decided to remain in
£00d health, alive, when it smelied the good bolling water that had many
Ingredients besides salt! ... So he (and not i, bacause this bind was almost
a person) dectded to escape, with same pleces of food he found an the big
table that was outside! They were supposad to be Inside his belly! We saw
him escaping into the woods near the house and the Kids tried t0 follow
him, but the turkey was very Intelligent and fast! In ten minutes we
couldn't see him! ... My son decided to use another kind of meat we had
for tamorrow, and my mother made five focaccias! And would you belleve
that the next day when we were having our breakfists, the turkey was
inside the driveway and he was very happy? After this he bagan to eat
some of the pleces we had saved the night before for the birds, which
were on the table outside! This turkey bacame a member of the family!
But we have not seen him since sepeember 2011

The spirit of
Christmas

By PK. Auiiw

The socks werte a1l hung
on the manel with care,
Just 50 the kids would belleve

Early snow

By Bowwir: WHEELER

Is early snow bad news? Can mean a day of peace.

No one coming. No one golng.

Soup simmering on the stove. Books walting to be read.
Walt. A car stuck In the road.

Eectricity has gone off

Soup not cooking.

No candles. No flashlights, Gesting cold.

No one coming. No one golng.

Is early snowrall 8 bad thing? You tell me.
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2012

o Tfrom Maine : From Maine and Away 2012

Adelaide Guemelli
Andrea Elise Jones
Elizabeth King
Bonnie Wheeler
David Stuntz
Charlotte Hart
Elaine Emily Vamney
George Phipps
Gladys Szabo
Jim Friedlander
Sean Donovan
Bill Meroft
Judith Zottoli
Lynne Kresge
Wendall B. Kinney
Bob Dow
Vince MeDermott
Ruth Fochring
Millie Ackley

4‘ Esther McCandless
Paul Karwowski (P.K. Allen)
Richard M. Nonh
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Season's Greetings

e
s+ from “Write On!” %%éb

& e,

Spirit of Christmas

The People Plus Writers

¥ a5

t/f?b(é&s

December 25

Br Axv Romvson By Dorme Mooor
Dog had boen chasing Squirrel’sfams-  Squirnel cowld see from his troe, pam. The michration of Jesus' birth
lyh'-hnn-ndh lik;iiuvml-l-ﬁm pered, hisl:dinhnd No affort Wwdh‘gdam!hmndu
once ©
ot om S was ooking dow o B ok afford tchane it i i Why oot colsbrais?
parent racing across the ground pur- And, if he was honest, & did keop them Did He make the world a better place ...
sund by a large brown barking dog. This  on their toes and in shape. Others in the YES!
famaliar 3| forast not to spat out a slow - P
'-m;v:upnd hﬂ’:g':n“l g lmili:‘.llh. - Hnylnuﬁ:rh-bypnnlpm
once. The Old One had fallen rel for lunch. So he supposed he should lm-n'.indmm -
behind ane day and was up mto hmm
the jaws of the banst. Mi y he il a door open in the ¥ Therv is mason for
outonto the ground with  human howse and saw Dog run out oa Whatever God/god you worship
llnuldoﬁ' he  yeot amother squirrel hunt Squirre x_-n:m
not the moesel Dog had i in his jows and start- ‘o loving and accepting othars.
e e D o th oo st 2 D v iy
E returnod day after i saified round
RIS *
was such a waste of time and No  then Jooked up, Squirrel. .
other animal would much still s a rock, il eroct, s ¢
coargy o o, Mot # they wamtod  Jocked on Squir sty 4
to survive. Not smart, i i in-  descended to the the
o ot S b g, B Chm ort sty Do oo, S A s
didn't matter. Dog did not need toforage  pered back up the tree.
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Christmas Presents

By Bowwme: Wrirrm .
Dty [memtmiey A Christmas
Thimmietmyuls,  Tapeat b sioms {
T A TS Memory
You have my docp respoct. Br Granrs Szaso
Thanks to my cnemacs,

Tolerance & your L. Mh@&::mm“ﬁ
T e % 3 bimiEen,
m:;nbpuz Hyﬂ?-:ybddhmdl#

When dad finished

Mom would join us

To admire ety

Silent Journey -

Likn Scathers from the sky they fall,
In no great rush to end it all,
slowly twirl about,

=

I cin be just a tsacher that karns to fly with
the stars, but ... 1 doa’t want to die bofore

In praise of our Lord's birth.

" What we can learn
on Christmas Day

Br Apsrame Guirnin
{ly with the children that are no Jonger rest-
less or mischiovous, "cause the birds with

but a long period of bumas life deveeed to

* ready to shine on our lves their wings will allow them to slip out of the
ith his delicate oyes! With him on my side, dream, and Christmas will mally begin in our
allthe of mankind will become souls and baarts, and it will be not just 2

But my hands will be the bumble piano that I
n use to teach the mystical songs of our
human lives...! And [ will be able to learn to
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Christmas Day A Christmas

By Bos Dow
Well, Christmas Day was bright and smnay Tree
.('\ W'hmln-uhmﬂhdﬂﬁmy.
Y e Br PK. Ausn
3 thm_ldldmmmp i
. % To visit with my kids in Mass. M‘:rnhlyna:rmm
Lo g 'l;h:bobd-y%wmm N real
e G come = get a real coe
) ?.‘,:‘,";, M&nlm!:e’hohmnlﬁ;p m-am
AR ms:uhumlznumhh;' | I this workd of ke b
'ég Wihwuhnf:ilymm / So:':;‘l‘mml':t:?."
st another day I've found. :
your day has goae away real things are to owr favor
[’lleddrnnnahrdny‘ o When the saason & over
. to that thought wﬁ
By putting that tree ca the

and leaving it there t:ilqnnug

Christmas Day Sequel 8

Br Bos Dow Ak {

“[l’xl.clll.l.h’uhm:ln‘:hndlm:: ) \ J\L

Halfway weo'd mect, you see. That's twenty miles for them & 3
e :

mmm-r_;%mnv:"‘w A Little Boy’s

A — my word — and that | won't refuse’
Amess mwmhﬂ—mnhpod abff,

It was a lot of fun for us — the bar room staff? SpeCia]

llnur.ﬂ 1 drove a slower clip,
I'made &t home :lg-mdnmmhlbnmp

ot on e my Corsms s Christmas
By Beru Comrron

Thare was a little b -bohilh?

Night of Nights —  Sempspesstis
a Christmas hymn

.z;'-h:md-ﬂ'l\mkpnrymlm

Hnnmnihs " He played with his puppy
By Erave Varvey Thn E&m%hﬂﬁvmw

Thisi . . A Iittle boy was too interested in his puppy to
m:ixM'm’ Ph:’-Iutt"q anything clse. It was iz for suppar. The 12
Al hakn with fright I we but b o peay thhoymnd he had his bath Then it was time for
on this dark desert carth Ha is the answer him to go to bed. He went upstairs calling Rusty o Rusty

went upstairs with the little boy and they both went to

%ﬁ * - )W Christmas In Our
' : gup Hearts. ..

'
By Apszrame GuerneLL
. Snowflake e L T
it to
o artwork bv ’ e mhm-;ﬁﬂ;md%nmnrhmdmh
C Sara and , bk g TS
lhnn.lhm.mnmdallpxlomnh are croatures that ;i make

Grandma Bet(y - thoir ownars Laugh! And . mmmmmm.nmm

dancing, we are mﬁnhnn-m&ulﬁsmdmmhn
alkso treasure forever, and He will be saying “thanksa lot to
toall men, women and children arcund the l.‘ltbnmuohh kn'

remambering my birthday in all of your hearts!
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What to Love
About Winter

A Snowflake

Br PK. Auxn

A dalicate dosign Acoedl akind,
(0 formed by Jack Frost, a trillion times dealt, By Berry Kivg
to warm
which touch the L The wind! Replacing tattered shade with clarity
the pattorn is Jost. tomek. z‘ and storm winds, bringer of sanity

“’b;#%mmwhm
Memory of S e
Christmas -

aspect of Christmas, croating a new birth expo-
rence for all who entered her bouse through
the ambience of love.

By Maxgr Kiver
She shared ber mother's love of the creative

Jamice had her mom's recipes for potato

doughnuts, and whenever she made tham on a r w ﬂ
Christmas ing it would her to

et g g er %$q$

smell of doughouts. &

“We would hover, my sisters and [, arcund the

platter whore the ughe: would end up cece 2 . ’ X
e 3K Christmas Memories

hx‘lho.-:uglmndg;r‘mhnrnth e By Dorne Moooy
wmhummdaéh:;;nm Lying in bod with my four siblings around me

W five waiting at the livi door
in 50 many Her homemade decorations ~ waLing Yoving rocen
ware

g For the door to be opened and Christmas to be revealed.
\ Mom always reading the Christmas story from Luke
)

An adult Christmas with st Dad, Mom left s
Maemories good and bad make up all of our lves

Janice still had some of ber mother's Chrst.
mas docorations which she would hang ca the
troe or from window locks. But the cae astom
that caly she and ber mother shared oa Christ-
mas Eve was going to the madnight carillon ser-
vice at the stone in the country

Mo often than not there would be a light
dusting of snow falling and the swish swsh
sound of the tires rolling over the snow like
skis. Once the carillon began Janice and Elaine

o e bl St des B e elcomy o

expand, Janice on the earth plane and Elaine in
the spirit realm, and it is the main tic that binds
them together, bocause from that sprowts the
vine of love

Christmas Shopping
in Maine

By Vivce: McDirsorr
knows that Maine is a wonderful
hﬁmrﬁlﬁnﬂ;nhlm'nl:‘m'
But fow renliza that it is 2 swell place in which to go
Chrs i Comesdor the hack
lbnmdinourln-—kz Al's, Big Lots, Dollar Tree,
ily Dollar, Rite Aid — the list is endless.
fine gifts are avaikble

many are
#t is hard to slect the perfbct gaft for a loved coe.
. Ah.lﬁuln’tit?m?
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Christmas Day, 2007

By Berry Kiva

g:mrndnmpnln & :vb
long time of pevparation, L

there will be taxos to daal with and

e »  Christmas
ity Again

Bk Lo ;

That Recycled Christmas Card ' - EEEEERL

By Rumi Fosrmmwve mﬂnn-'-kmﬁmlllth-rp):

The first hint of the Christmas season was  al card and [ will never forget that discussion.
always the arrival of the first Christmas card et~ We ate supper and then my mothaer
by a person who liked to get things done carly, and  arcund the cards that had arrived that day, i
was very organized. That card would sit on the the O0'Houlihans card for last. Now, it was my
mante] piece, 2 reminder to all who looked its way Fathar’s turn to stare and turn and stare again. He
that the most wonderfial tme of the yoar was truly  saad, “Bossic, this crd, says “Merry Christmas to
coming. Alice and Loo and family” and we sgned it “What
[ sow how plansed my parents were to bear from 55 3t doing back bere with their names with a line
mﬂdwhohda‘o&sﬁd ths with them and -hmshn-ndmrmuuhrm’ﬂyt‘d
warly the valuo of those cards. Wa docorat- oy have their names signed where curs were
next yoar my Father
flowed the straw taskets that held tham. The bas. bnpnwmlmlhnwlpﬂlty idon and he
hlshrlhgndnlmbnnmdidmdmrhm decaded to get on the tandwagon. So, the next year
M dlnohdn]nﬂyon coffoe table of 00 phoy moepived the same crd from my parents that
tp thay bad mnt us the past yoar and the idoa was now
o Bappanings of what wns going oe in thaliws - un caablishad fact Ewmmuw
all the people who signad thase cunds worn dis- lnlﬂbﬂnlhn same way lldlhny nlpondnd P
amsod at dinner time, and the joys, additions and .
Eo i S Christmas,
arics alive. i wa raad each year The same cards were filled with A
Cards from neighbors noticed but motes of interest and of gossip and Jooked forward

by livod s clom ey e ot as s dicaat B to each your. When cee was filled a new one was PaSt Future

with int 2 toa. Excapt ... for the poople who lived I ance went through my box of swed Christmas

directly across the stroat from ws. There scemed to  ©3rds and picknd out a fow spocial ones and seat resents
be a new baby there by Christmas every year They them back to some friends with anather from us in

had cight of them whan finally one yuar there was the same emvelope. Now, these were 2 hit bocise Br PK_ Auiv

no mention af a new addition. The O'Houlthans m@dﬂmﬁmﬂ;ﬁhn‘:‘“ When [ was just a yousg lad

will always be remembored for spocial Dames oo cards nat there Mother si
ﬂhlhydidhlhhﬂl’l:.’rwl:n‘:m for quite some time. They saw absent memboers of M ywn::o?b:

al, and tBey did i bofbrn anyona alse ever thought their families who now were married and with Th-"ﬂhmwdnuu'

my openad for us. Thare were and was as polite as | could be.
stared at it, turned it over, then stard at it some mmwmww&nmw When Caristmas came along,
moee. The O'Houlihans bad mnt us back the card  Mary Beth and Tom, and Elss (our cut), and Annse
wu had sent them the before. My Mother put it (our How toall be once
aside and that night u’:;unwdm'w th'-mmp‘ ldﬁndﬂmm "P‘h' on.

*
% e e
Please Thank Our Sponsors * With g chat i f

Prosents were there for me.
There were trucks, and cars, and

Through the years the gafts have
Now You're Cooking El Camino Restaurant
Everything for the kitchen Mex, local and
dFl_SL.ﬁ;lh;wlm SCMSLBWE';@

Slocum Chiropractic Rlipside ! Each yoar the presents get smaller
“Creating Wellness™ Center Specializing in pizzas Simce there are fower things we need
26 Bath Rond, Brunswick; 7252222 111 Maine S¢., Brunswick; 373948 / NoTVs, compusers or stercos,
N J just a good book o two to read.
Gulf of Maine Books Hedy Blauvelt What [ so0 in the far futum
By and about Maine As my time on this carth ends,
134 Maine St., Brunswick ; 7205083 6 Smawood St., , 222009 ') m-ﬂwlnm

Transportation when you want it
4 Willinms Drive, Brunswick; T8-4354

36



FEBRUARY 2013

Thoughts on Skating
Once Upon a Time

By Rutn FOENRING

The man walked across the
flat field carrying a huge fire
hose. Water poured from the
hose and he let it soak into the
ground and kept moving. He
wore high, thick, rubber boots,
and kicked and splashed
through the water as it began to
resemble a shallow pond.

I was delighted with the
image presented to me and
waved to the man. He returned
the wave and 1 drove on, but
memories were beginning to
emerge and I was reminded of
a time gone by for me but not
forgotten.

I liked seeing them as they
appeared on a cold imaginary
canvas and | saw myself swish-
ing across the ice. I could feel
the warmth of the bonfire that [
spied and so [ swished over and
stood and watched the sparks
that flew up in the air and flick-
ered, and lighted up the snow
around the edge of the town
pond. I opened the door of a for-

The Final Bow

We stand alone, one by

gotten shed and requested a cup
of hot cocoa. I warmed up pret-
ty fast from that moment on.

I noticed the rosy faces of
people and the misty smoke
that encircled their heads with
every breath. Smiles were on
every face as I hurried and
swished across the ice. I could
see a conga line forming. |
closed my eyes as | really had
no intention of grabbing on and
skating with them in a terrify-
ing pattern. I instead wanted to
remember a peaceful sight, so I
speeded up my memories and
skated in another direction as
fast as I could! I found a friend
and skated hand in hand in per-
fect peace.

The skating field would be
ready soon and this winter is
still young enough to provide
many skating days. I hope they
provide some great colorful pic-
tures and sounds. Thanks to the
man [ spied today who provided
me with some nice memories of
my own.

By EFFIE BLACKSTONE
Take time to laugh and

one, hug your friends.
waiting for our King- And in the end-who
dom to come. knows
We linger here, we when, where, or how
hurry there, we are to take that final
and all the time we are bow!
aware
that somehow, sometime (Editor’s note: Effie
down that road we'll go. Blackstone was a
When it will be isnot ~‘EFe’ {pionen:; meww
R BuacksTone the People Plus Write

s0 sing that song and
dance that dance.

On! Writers. It saddens
us all to record her passing on
Dec. 21, 2012.)

Walking the Dog on a Winter Evening

By Berry Kivg

To the west, a stained glass sky

divided by black branches. To
the east,

a warm glow where the moon
will soon rise,

under our careful feet, dim

identify puddles which we art-
fully avoid,

in our faces a fresh night
breeze, like

a splash of cold water, in our
noses,

scents of lichen and resin, at
the path’s end,

warm fire, good food, and rest.
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opalescent reflections

Lee jeans were a big seller when Lawrence Pennell took this picture in 1938, Pen-
nell's Clothing has been a landmark on Maine Street in Brunswick since 1889 and
has sold quality clothing from its present site since 1929. The store has been owned

Letting the Scarecrow Go

During the holidays, I
watched a rerun of, “The Wiz-
ard of 0z," for the umpteenth
time. It reminded me of some-
thing I had at least temporarily
forgotten. Ray Bolger was the
actor who portrayed the “Scare-
crow” in this movie. Many
years ago, this same Ray
worked for my “very proper,
Boston banker grandfather!™
Guess who was fired for danc-
ing down the hallowed halls of
the First National Bank of
Boston!? YES, my grandfather
had to “let go” the, “later to be
famous,” Scarecrow of “The
Wizard of Oz!"

On a Clear Day

Look to the tree tops against
pale blue,

a band of goldfinch flittering

one by one, from tree to tree,

edging always toward the

By RoserT Dow

By MarGIE KivEL

feeder,
reforming as a group to drop
like a falling scale,
one golden movement
towards food.

and managed by David Girardin since 1971, If you have old area photos to share with
readers of the People Plus News. Please contact Frank Connors at 729-0757.

Battling Winter By Berr knve

Beware! The snow banners are
flying!

A declaration of war with all
those warm blooded

who haven’t been wise enough
to run away

Let them band together with
gestures of solidarity,

sharing hoarded sustenance
from the gifts of summer;

seeds for the bird feeders and

Sunny & Noel

“Hey I think we need to have
“Not Me!"

“Why Not?"

“I am not sure about you.”
“Why not?"

“You are always sneaking around me, sniffing

and you look scary”

“I'm just trying to get to know you.”

37

bales left out for hungry deer:

Season of frozen pipes when
our common need for mois-

ture
may be met by the blessed snow,

eaten directly or melted on
the stove.

Snow seals the cold wind out of
our leaky cellar walls.

One moment the air is thick
with blizzard,

achat”

next the white crystals rest
from filling the air with
sparkles

and settle into a blanket.

The shortness of the day

Makes up in brilliance for what
it lacks in length,

And every dawn comes earlier.

We are under siege here, but
relief is at hand

By Grapys Szaso
“Why do you need to get to know me? Can't you

just leave me alone and go your own way?"
“Well I was lonely and like having you here. We
can be good pals, stick together.”

“Well maybe but it is going to take time
take it slowly™

0

“OK, well thanks for letting me get a little clos-

er for now”
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Bird carver and painter Ed Cardoli, who over his career has produced thousands of unique bird
statues, last month donated a dozen to the Center to be used each month as a door prize dur-
ing the Lunch & Connections meal.

Where were you when
J.EK. was assassinated?

By Ravrh LAUGHLIN

No doubt you are part of the last generation that lived
on the day when President John F. Kennedy was shot.
We all heard the news, we watched in stunned disbelief.
We wept, we cursed the travesty, then we pledged again
to keep his, and our, vision of America alive.

I am gathering material l‘or a book to mark the 50th

y of President 'S Its
purpose will be to paint a picture, for future genera
tions, of how the events of Nov. 22, 1963, affected us all. 1
would like you to write down your thoughts of that day,
and the surrounding events, and how you and others
reacted. Whether you have only a few words to say, or
many pages, the length does not matter, what's impor-
tant is that your words express your feeling about that
time and that place.

When completed, copies of our work will be sent to
the Kennedy Library in Massachusetts, the Sixth Story
Museum in Dallas, the Library of Congress and the
Smithsonian Museum for Preservation. The book will
also be made available through Amazon and other sites.

Net proceeds from sales will be distributed to one or
more of the organizations serving wounded veterans.
Publication is planned for this summer. Please send
your thoughts electronically to iepapa@aol.com. For
more information, contact Ralph Laughlin at 17
Emanuel Drive, Brunswick, ME 04011.

Editors note: Ralph Laughlin is a member of the Peo-
ple Plus Write ON! group.

Changes to Women’s
Breakfast

After canceling the February Women's breakfast
to avoid a snowstorm, we have decided to move that
popular early morning event to the first Wednesday
of the month, rather than the last Wednesday:

The next Women's Breakfast will be April 3, at
8:30 a.m., and we're sure it will be worth the wait.

Lunch Out!

March 12, at 11:30 a.m.

SCARLET BEGONIAS

at Maine Street Station, Maine Street, Brunswick

ar\ot Bogoy, -

You want an
apartment with

a housekeeper,
gardener, chef,

snow removal,

and a heated pool?
Finditall here! Al the Maine Lodge Apariments.
Rent a 1- or 2-bedroom apartment with no

g commament, purchase, or entrance fee.
Call today 1o schedule your personal tour

THE HIGHLANDS
X Liestye of Chesice
30 Governors Way, Topsham, ME 04086
1-838-760-1042 » 207-725-2650

Vinit us at www.highlandsrc comMLSpecial

* WINTER VACATION SPECIAL #
Ask us about owr special lease opportunities and rates! ﬁ

AGING#¢/* EXCELLENCE

We mo-nuna that choosing care for yoursel or a lanly mombov -

mnmom with YOu 10 anSwer ary QUEStIONs that you may have

Seniory On The

decsion. An Aging Excelience Gwner

“I kawow not age,
mor weariness,
mor defear!™*

Non-Medical Elder Care Services
“Protessicnal Gerlatre Care Management
oHandyman, Chore & Cleaning Servces
* State Contifind Perional Support Specialist for Personal Care & Home Exercisss
*Social Compantonship & Weliness Education & Actwities

Imponant 10 us 1S providing services 10 imgrove our chent's hoalth & spiers,
and dunng difcull lmes, ying 10 make the hard stuations caswr

Call us today, we will be right over.

Maine Founded. Integrity & Quality Since 1999

100 20 M care v ek, 365 dun s 2 yeus, Sl Tuswred
Ramr Nagunta ¢ e

1

www.seniorsonthego.com

narmbes Braanmich Ferflomd S

38



2013

iy

35 Union St., Brunswick,

People Plus

P0. Box 766

Brunswick, ME
04011-0766

May 2013

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Brunswick, ME 04011

Permit No. 52

Volume 13, No. 5

Peop\eg

The cester U S

<
ANNIVERSA™

Serving up gelato

People Plus board member Charles Frizzle serves up a dish of gelato and a smile dur-
ing the fifth annual Gelato Fiasco Scoop-athon to benefit the Brunswick Teen Center.
Business and entertainment was brisk all day long on April 24. Last year's event
raised $3,600, an amount expected to be exceeded this year.

358 QW

Volunteer salute planned

“Volunteers, volunteers, vol-
unteers,” cries Program and
Outreach Coordinator Rebecea
Banks enthusiastically “Where
would we be without them?!"”

June has traditionally been
the month when People Plus
salutes its volunteers, and each
May, we ask for nominations
from membership for Volunteer
of the Year, and other member
salutations.

“This Center is built on vol-
unteers,” Banks said. *... Cooks,
cleaners, drivers, receptionists,

What'’s Silas
doing?

Find out on page 11.

See application, page 4

clerks, matlers, snow shovelers,
gardeners, sales people, walk-
ers, leaders, followers, artists ...
the worry is we might always
forget someone, each time we
build a list.”

Banks estimated there are at
least 300 to 350 members and
friends of the Center who pro-
vide unduplicated volunteer
tasks at People Plus. “That
becomes thousands of hours
donated, every year, just to
make our Center, and our com-

munities, better places where
we can all live.”

Nomination forms for volun-
teer of the year are available at
the People Plus information
desk, or may be clipped from
this paper You may offer more
than one name, with a brief
reason for your nomination.
You do not need to identify
yourself. Nominations will
cease on Friday, May 31, at 5
pm., our formal reception will
follow in June.

Don’t forget to vote.

Chat looks at Wheeler’s novellas

Two novellas by Topsham
author Bonnie Wheeler are the
subject for our May Author’s
Chat. “Without My Tooth-
brush” and “Mama’s Pies" were
recently published together in
an inspirational little volume
that will be featured at the Cen-
ter on Wednesday, May 22,
beginning at 2 pm.

Wheeler is a staple in the Write
On! writers group of People Plus.
Born into a large country family
in Hollis, Okla., her marriage to
a Navy man caused her to travel
over the United States and to
“land” in Brunswick. She is the
mother of three children, who
she calls, “near perfect,” and is
the grandmother of eight chil-
dren who “are perfect.”

“Without My Toothbrush™
and "Mama’s Pies” will “make
you laugh, and cry, make you
angry and leave you inspired
and happy.” offered one recent
reviewer.

“This is a book about us all,
written by one among us,” sug-
gested Frank Connors, People
Plus member services coordina-
tor. “This is a Chat you won’t
want to miss.”

Copies of the book will be avail-
able for sale, and Wheeler, who
“Joves a good show,” will offer
readings, advice and signings.

Come early for a good seat,
this one will be hosted in the
main hall. Thank you for call-
ing 7290757 to let us know you
are attending.

39

MIA sets
new record

Preliminary reports are in
and it is apparent that the 11th
annual Music In April gala held
April 11 was a “huge success.”

“I can’t imagine how we could
have done better,” offered Peo-
ple Plus Executive Director
Stacy V. Frizzle. “What a great
return for a great effort.”

With some bills left to be
paid, and just a few auction
items yet to be picked up and
paid for, office Betsy

purchase of gas cards for dri-
vers in the center’s Volunteer
Transportation Network were
also near record levels, she
added.

The 2013 event drew 23 table
sponsors, and the massive buf-
fet featured 23 area restaurants
and food vendors. Musical
entertainment again featured
jazz guitarists Neil Lamb and
David Lawlor, with a guest

White said net income from the
one-night event would exceed
$34,000, and, “it appears we
made nearly $5,000 more than
last year™

She added that income from
both the live and silent auctions
and the five-item raffle were
better than they had ever been.
Pledged donations to support

T\ e by the Bowdoin Col-
lege Community Gospel Choir.

“Once again,” observed Friz-
zle, “volunteers came together
in what has become a
Brunswick tradition, and the
People Plus Center has been
richly supported.”

Turn to page 6 for pictures
of this event.

Moving
toward

Electrician Frank Hilton of Wirenuts Inc. of Harpswell,
right, gets a boost from Brunswick Fire Department's
Tower One truck last month to finally install a light to
illuminate the center’s flagpole. More details, page 2.

WHAT'S FOR LUNCHY

See page 7 to find out.
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'Fohdlly re

called ...

The Brunswick Hydro Station, left (with arched windows),
appears nearly new in this picture taken of the basin below
Androscoggin River falls about 1920. At right is the Bowdoin
Paper Mill in Topsham. Notice that the Frank J. Wood Bridge had
not yet been built. The picture was printed by FW. Chandler &
Son in Brunswick. This copy was offered by Avina Menard of
Topsham. If you have old area pictures to share with People
Plus, contact Frank Connors at 729-0757 with comments,
contributions or suggestions.

Where Has America

Gone?

‘Where has America gone...

By Rarrr LAUGHLIN

Where has America gone...

Kids playing outside on their Children being massacred in
own class

Doors left unlocked all day Homes made into fortresses

Open time to do whatever Everything to a schedule, a task

People looking out for each People indiscriminately
other attacked

Neighbors talking to Conversations held via
neighbors. machines

Public officers held in Public safety slain on the
esteem political alter

Politicians being civil servants  Public service now a career

Public events joyful Public events turned to hunting
celebrations Seasons

Issues placed ahead of Personalities placed ahead of
personalities issues

The Common Good, the Government's interest in
common thread. special interests

Where has America gone...

and will we ever get it back?
The embers still linger

but must be fanne

d flamed

to rekindle and rebuild our core
of Truth, Caring and the Common Good
for every citizen, rich or poor.

A Different View

By GLADYS SZABO

A trip to the store

1 often thought of as a chore.

Today I took a different view

I needed things, this 1 knew.

Off to Walmart I did go

Had a little extra dough.

Took my time to walk around

Unexpected things I found,

End to end and back again

T walked but little did I spend.

Chatted with friends and others
were new

Interesting conversations did
pursue.

On to get the items needed

Left the store, to my car pro-
ceeded.

Driving home I realized

1 felt more vitalized.

I walked an hour at different

paces

Conversed with people, wearing
happy faces.

Got my chores done

Had some fun.

Now this did proved lo me

Chores don’t always have to be

Boring things we have to do

But something vitalizing and
good for you.

Goodbye to Old Friends?

By Vince McDErRMOTT

There comes a time in every
man's life when he must face
the inevitable. The clothes clos-
et has to be cleaned out and old
friends have to go.

The first choices are easy —
two short sleeve shirts, one
from Montgomery Ward and
the other from Woodward and
Lothrop. They were getting a
bit snug. I thought they were
shrink resistant — shoddy mer-
chandise.

Then it got tougher — T-

The Load

Wherever I go, there [am ...

When we boarded, they asked
what I was carrying and I told
them.

1 ry the pain of rejection
by my emotionally absent father,

I carry the same pain I see
reflected in my husband’s eyes,

I carry the desperate need of
my mother, who threw her
anger at me,

I carry the death of my sis-
ter's dreams in pointless memo-
ries she doesn't remember;,

I carry the rigidity of my

Summer in Maine

Why our summer days are so
great?

Because they make us feel that
we don't

Need to worry about anything!

They give us strength to walk
and

Think about the beauty that
surrounds us.

We don’t have to sleep twelve
hours every night

‘Cause we want to enjoy every
day with the crystal

Face of the sun, and write

éeﬂ- LlasT Issve $osted Lov aoi3
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shirts. What to do about a 1991
Washington Redskins Champi-
onship shirt, a 1987 “Say No" to
drugs tee. They still fit. OK, put
them into the “maybe” pile.

Pants. A pair from Porleus
and one from Senter’s. Hey, they
are not that old. A bit snug, per-
haps, but I can live with that.

Then, last but certainly not
least, from the deepest, darkest
corner of the closet, my oldest
friend — a Robert Hall suit!
Goodbye, old buddy.

By KAREN JOHNSON

aunt, who challenged me to
intellectual combat,

I carry the longevity of my
grandmother’s cold unconcern
behind eyes that never saw me,

1 carry the defeat of my
uncle, who drowned in a bottle
of wishes that were always
denied him,

I carry the heavy cross of
Saint Grandfather around my
neck,

I told them I carry no more
and no less than the other trav-
elers aboard this ship.

BY ADEIAIDE GUERNELLI
about the flowers that

Grow at their own wish, and
seem to be back to play

With the pieces of nature that
man can only help to create.

1 wish that summer days will
be, who knows when ...

‘The description of the Farth
with a special grace that will

Enroll in the schools beyond
the sun, and the stars ...

And we, of today's experience,
will not be dust in the sky!

A Perfect Day

By Bos Dow

Define a perfect day

“In terms of what?" I ask

The weather is one way,

Or else a well-done task.

There are no bills to pay,

Or maybe how we feel?

The joints all work today,

No pain with which to deal.

A sense of having done

All that I'd planned to do.

A day of work or fun

That may be over due.

Some days creale some frowns.

We wish that were not so.

With ups we must have downs,

‘Cause that's the life we know.

Be positive; don’t pout.

And if the day’s not great,

Just pick a high point out?

And blame the rest on fate.

Morning at Camp
Grandpa
By BeTry KinG

Three dark heads, intent,
admiring

the rainbow flow and smooth
roundness

of sunfish in a bucket, just late-
1y flipped

flopping at the end of a line,

destined for the lunchtime fry-

pan.

Behind them the forest descends

Graciously. abundantly, to the
water’s edge.

A warm steady breeze riffles
the pond,

Shifts the pools of sunlight on
the shady rock.

In the sheltered pool below us

minnow mouths make shiny
spreading rings.

and dragonflies gyrate. Grand-
pa helps

to bait the hooks just one more
time!
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from “WRITE On!”
The People Plus Writers

Candlemas / -
Br Rows Movws secwn & His Birthday

To be In the exact middle of the S2500S 0N this
amazing day, 15 o be In the middie of 8 quiet stiliness By Bowne WHEELER
fllled with the lush and ever Intens¥yIng power of the % ¥ Gooawmtoan

winter sun. ( ¥ Celebrate the news

I'was held by the miraculous besuty of the moon Shepherds and Kings led the
several nights ago, and this morning by the deep and maJmmmmmbmm:;y
serene and sleeping might of the river. Pure white
peaks of Joe surrounded by the reflected golden light
from the sun.

The sKy, the most powerful and comforting blue,
the soul t0 50ar off Into is glory to be held
by and to be able to be an observer of all the fullness of
the unlverse and to have the wondrous light fll my spirit
t0 an overflowing and thirst quenching, life-gIving
fuliliment.

Wishing you peace and love during this holy season, -
and throughout the New Year -

V™ Christmas
a3 Program
O ! By Bowwie WHEELER
Sllent Night playing
Candles gowing bright
Children’s cholr singing
What a glorious night

Free Gift \ Winter Memories of Melrose, Mass.

By Bowme WHEELER By Bos Dow

He came {0 save us Just now I heard on the news that we are getting snow on November firse.
A bl early I thought, but ¥ brought to mind my chidhood winters.
\ When [ was & child, a long time 320, } seems the snow banks were
TS Irersenia e & I0t higher than they are today My best friend, Harold, who 1ived
B atree acToss the street, and [ would bulld really big snow forts.
My brother, Who was fOUT Years yOUNger, was sometimes allowed t0 help.
We had snowhall fights. Harold and [ had fun fights with the kis
In the nelghborhood. We 2150 11ked to slide, but &5 we 1ived 0n & Very busy street,
x k we had t0 go t0 sMe streets that were saf for coasting. A park In Melrose called
Mount Hood had some nice hills for sk1ng. It was 8 presty long walk; we needed transpora-
400 t0 get there. Bacause of gas ratloning, that did not happen often.
X 1 We walked a lot! We walked to schoal. No matter what the weather!
{ @ The best time was when the fire whistie blew. That meant, “No School™
S0 Jet 1t snow! I am retired. No more school. Let 1t snow!
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A Christmas Story
(after Philip Yancey)
By Berry Kiva

In ancient dsys God 11ved with us
11ke any parent, teaching, leading,

aadmonishing, rewarding, punishing.

Like teenagers we sulked and disobeyed,
grumbled, made faces and complained.
Manna, though free for the taking,

was baring — and what's the glory

in conquering, with God behind us

In heavenly fire and floods and thunderbolts?

0n the planet, and the easiest t lve.
The KINg put 0ut 8 contract an him
when he was Just 3 few days old.
Barn a refugee, you might say,

the gold and frankincense and myrrh
Just s0 much excess baggage for the road.

He obeyed mortal parents, so they say,

and when he found his public voice, it wasn't

t0 scold ar threaten, He told us plainly
neverwmar.angelsmnlsonwrsm

Made himself powerless on behalf of the powerless.
Dolng no harm except to astound the powerful,
totally misunderstood by those

who Joved him best. They could not save him

from & fate he chose himself, and for thelr sake.

How falr was that? And yet we say “God s unfair”
What do we know of “falr™? We also choose our fates
by every dally cholce. We are lonely; so was he.

We are tempied, Insulted, frustrated, cold, In pain —
tortured and Kllled. He shared all of that, and,

VEry near the end, even, for 8 moment, lost

that sense of mission which carried him so far.

How t0 come closer to us than that?

On Christmas Eve, we put aside our grievances with God,

and for a sparkling moment understand
how graclous and mysterious 1s that love.

Winter

By Bowwie WHEELER
Winter has arrived
Close the windows and door
Sit by the warm fire
Then fall asleep and snore ”

The Best Gift of All

Once upan 8 time, deep In the SNOWY Woods, 5tood @ very sad pine tree. Now this pine

* The Innkeeper cannot belleve his good fortune. He

The Stable Boy
By Vince McDermorT

‘What a time. [ have never seen this town so crowded.
Peopie have been coming from all over. [ work for
the Innkeeper, in his stable. [ have been very busy,
{ending to the animals and helping out around the
1nn, but 1 can keep an eye on what Is golng on.

has flled his rooms and has put visiors Into his
own home and even Into the houses of relatives. 1
have seen him smile for the first time In ages,

thinking of all the colns he is gathering n. This 1§
usually a slow time of the year So he was probably

1n a good mood when the couple arrived.

The man and woman looked very tired. The woman
1s with child. It looks lke the birth could happen
at any time. They really needed a place to stay All

owner could do was offer them a place In the
, ucky to get that. I don’t mind. It
gets lonely out here. They seem LIKe Very nice peo-
ple. But, afier belng around them for a while, I juss

have the feeling that something tremendous 15

£oing to happen — and so0n.

The Christmas Tree

By Berw Coseeron

1¢'s t1me t0 ge¢ the tree, mom and dad?

The kids g0 Out and find the parsact tree.

They put 1t on top of the car and tie 1t
down.

. When they get home, they take 1t inside,

' and put It In the tree stand, In the Iving
room,

where they 16t It warm up.

They decorate i with thelr special
decorations,

thelr mother mad hot chocolate for the

By Navcr Sowt

tree wasn't always sad. Most of the year It lovad this quiet spot In the woods, but 1t
was winter again and the shart cold days meant Just one thing — Christmas was
coming.

Chnsunaswsumunnnrmumhmmnmmmamugxmnewmm
: ; be left standing In the cold Inssead of standing proudly In the window of & nice
’r‘ A warm house decorated with beautiful ornaments and topped with a star. The birds
| had told him storles of the Christmas trees they had seen, but the little pine tree was
> " mmmmm.mmemummnmmm.hwmmuemumm
5 { lonely Christmas.
The Spell
of Christmas

Now the little pine tree had many friends in the firest. He was loved by the birds that
1ived In his branches and the forest creatures that he sheltered from the wind and
snow. They hated t0 5ee him so sad. So that Christmas Eve night, while the rest of
the world slept, the forest animals worked hard to make this Christmas very special

BrPE Avaw far thelr friend.
C Isfor  CHRISTMAS TREE, all 1t up a¢ night
H Isfor HAPPINESS, brought on by such a sight The binds gathered berries and pine cones to scatter on the branches of the 1t pine
R Isfor REINDEER, harnessed and ready to leave tree. The deer dipped vines In the pond so they would freeze and sparkle In the
I 1sfor IcacLes, hanging from the eave moonlight They draped these iy gariands over his branches. A shootIng star com-
S 1sfor  SANTA, all dressed for the flight pleted the effect.
T lIsfor Toys, that he'll dellver tonight
M 1sfor MANGER, 85 peaceful as can be That Christmas morning the little pine tree stood tall and proud, for his friends had
A Isfor  ANGEL, placed stop of the tree, and transformed him. Thanks to thelr glits, he was truly a Christmas tree. He was beau-
§ Isfor Saviom, who saved boeh you and me tiful because he was loved, and love 1s the best gift of all
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Cory House on Whitney Hill Christmastime Haiku
By Crarrorre Hasr ByPK Auien

Let’s walk this cold December night on moonii glistening SDOw. ‘c"mm“""m A Christmas Carol

Let’s climb up Whitney Road where we ance loved to go. mmmm mmm
To the Cary farm! The Cory boys used to say, happy Past

“You all come to the farm; we'll coast the hills today! And wishes come true Presant and Future
We have slads to loan and skis for a long fast run,

Then hot chocolate In the game room after outdoar fun.”

For 10ng Years now, that farm alne on the hill has stood. Om e
Empty Silent. The felds are gone, OVErgrown by creeping wood. Presents placed under the drops
Mysterious Cory tragedy* hit the village with terrible shock. tree People give hugs and kisses
For years, In that great old showplace, nary a soul would walk. Signed: For You and Me Rands play “Auld Lang
The walk tonight 1s Jovely, but the house 15 a sight [ dread. Syne”

But look! Scét 1ight now fllls the housa. Look up there shead.

Candies flll the windows. From the barn there’s a steady glow.

mmzdwromnxmﬂmsammmmsmusm

“Welcome you folks from the village! Come workshop new.” . . .
et e et et e S e e v Holidays Approaching,

“My friends find this odd farm a place of Inspiration.” 111 1
My iend apicedl mspiration” . Families Encroaching

Skis and snowboards with winter design line walls — with every kind of sled. By Bos Dow
Wooden trains, wooden boats, wooden ships and planes and wagons palnted red. With holidsys now fast approaching
Rocking horses 51225 2 0 8, babyy doll cradies to rock, SH4Tts the Stream of the family encrosching
Toy tractors and slelghs and wooden dolls and pup- I'm very perticular shout who shares my bad
pets ready to talk. So maybe that's why It's empey Instead.
Time heals. Despalr fades. We do find strength 5 5 1'm restless and [ snore
from the past. N\ Which 1s hard ¢ lgnore.

A Winter’s Night
By Rose Marie Maver

The frost formed e crystals In my nostrils, and [ could feel the
prickliness of them
on this Intensely cold night.
Penny and I were on our late evening walk.

Not the lelsurely stroll of warmer nights, she was qulte purposesul,
stopping to sniT only when necesssry We were quite an smusing picture,
all bundled up, she In her warm, 1itle coat and mysalf with gloves and

scarf,
my hat pulled way dOWD OVer my esrs.
It was very bright, but not from a winter clear and starry night sky.
1 had to ti}t my head all the way back to discover the reason.
I could find only one shining star and above that at the apex of the

heavens
was an almost full moon with only the tinlest: sliver shaved off.
It was & glorious sight, for It was surrounded by 8 mast beausiful, huge
SNOW ring.
It was 50 splendid and completely formed, that I had to stand there,
neck cranad back and gaze In wonder at #s perfect besuty.
Ah, these winter nights have such a way of reaching down and tugging
the prayers of thankfulness
out of the very center of my soul. 3
Wummunnmgn;«myotmenmmumum ? (- By Parry L. Searxs
warmeh of my room, { Dbiythe
mmmmmmmmummmnmmmdmmaogm - mu:mmmm

mslsts that 1
twilight draws
£0 out Into the night where I can discover so much besuty. “ nign
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On Christmas  srRos Mz Mas Becoming Invisible
red By Berry Kiva A crystal of Jos,
fraglle, —
green, gold, Maolsture of the soll,
sliver hanging lights

(ecorating trees, Star on top,
tinsel, 11sts, sNOppINg, WISppIng packages
Writing cands, rushing, baking cookles, singing, laughter,
friends, family gathering, cheer, ice, candies, kitchen perfume,
©gg Nog, aromas, biting Ice, snow, full moon, carols, aromas, candles,

creches, thankfuiness,

hopeRiiness

nappiness

pence
Chnstmas %
in Germany g
BrRumFoammU A Snowfall \
Christmas n Germany noldsspectal \ By Evrzasers B. Bares \

memories of & a \
mmnmwnemueunm:iymm ' Just sach & day as this | spent when | was young. |
wrapped In newspaper, and my son’s first Christmas.

But then, 1 watched with and soon flew out
wmmmmlmu‘n‘zﬂ lace
m U] it
Now 151 3hd el o esgernes

and feel no
to bundie up and 11:13:1;«?1'.}521“n drifts on frosty

? ummeugmuxms%ymmmmt
£a The pattern 1s the same, but 1 have
[i,‘; ) lmly'mmmmmmu
. and think of

New

uncles, friends, and famillar sights.

I arrived In Karisruhe In October with a 3-manth-old haby to
flnd & new 11f: style, a strange language and the realzatlon
that I had the biggest responsibility of my 1ife and had to cope,
bend and learn quickly

My first break was fnding the right Spartment, In a
nioe bullding. There were four fl00cs In this narrow
brick bullding with two apartments on each floar.
The next miracle was to meet the German couple,
annmelrmsun.wnowerewnemaurnen
doar nelghbors and dearest friends. They saw &
young woman, fislt her need for a safe harbor, and
gave Us the love and KIndness we so needed. These
people remainad our dearest friends untll they died
Just a few years ago. We learned the secrets of 1ving

well, where

languageammammwmwnn

hmmnlesannnymmg.&m-mmnyenmly WOIlderlalld . 2
Kkindness and acceptance. By Parry L. Srarxs

That cold Chiristmas was probabily the coldest on record In Europe. Take 8 winter walk

We knew we wanted to celebrate Christmas but planning led 0 costs 0wn & fEamiltar old peth

and the protilem of how to accompilish it all on & tiny budget. A tree, dusted wish frest

ornaments, some German delicacies, and Inexpensive gifts were all

on that lst.

But then another miracle occurred! Our spare cold bedroom had a
£0ld mine In the form of empty beer bottles. There were hundreds
of them and all nicely left by the former tenants. Each bottle Was 50
presty. They had ceramic tops with metal hinges and rubber I) ear (
gaskets, They could be usad over and over agaln. Kach was worth 10
pfennigs and at that ¢ime 10 of them equaled one mark. Christmas

w:::ku;::vﬁrvmmmmmmmmamum C/[’[S/maS

8 cast Iron tree stand, two boxes of ornaments, which contained
i85S binds, golden acorns, sUver walnuss, and glass spheres. Al

colored tissue paper with a ribbon tied around 1t. This had been
gmnmmmuyamympmpermmnemwu@nm
deliclous German food.

We spent a cozy Christmas Eve with our nejghbors, drank
German wine and munched on huge pretzels. Later there was
deliclous strudel and tea and coffee.

It snowed on Christmas Day and we went 0 Saint Bernharde's

Church. They had  full brass band 1n the cholr 10t with 20 0 20

muslclans. They played Christmas carols all through the service. from yout — s
We sang the carols in English while the German words floated and S
blended with ours and the tIme spent there fit enchanting and friends at - - s, A

maglcal. 2 =
memmmmmmmmn

relive the memories of golden acorns and sliver walnuts, colored WRII ’ Gﬂl
tissue paper; coal wrappad In newspaper and the memories of

friends who made that Christmas so speclal.
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ANY DAY BUT WEDNESDAY!

BY CHARLOTTE HART'

On Wednesday, January 10th,
2007, 1 walked in to a meeting
of WRITE ON! Since that day,
1 have wrilten poems, scrious
poems, silly poems, occasional
poems. | have written memoir
picces, childhood memorics,
family memories, descriptive
picces of places like Crystal Spring
Farm and Mount Chocorua. [ have
heard poems—poems expressing
deep feelings, light and fanciful
poems, free verse, blank verse,

constructed verse. | have heard
unique memoirs. | have heard
convincing fiction. [ have heard
clever satire—the writings of
Janc Exhaustion! [ have heard
well rescarched essays which have

become Letters to the Editor.
If » Brunswick Snow Day has
lled a Wednesday WRITE

a dental check-up. 1 say, “Any
day but Wednesday." A close
fricnd passed on, and his family
scheduled memorial services on a
Wednesday. | wrote sincere con-
dolence messages. [ visited family
members to share memories and to
tell them I was sorry to miss the
il service.

ON! mccting, | make cvery
effort to attend the make-up day
on Thursday. If I need a doc-
tor’s appointment, 1 say, “Any

You ask why [ must be at WRITE
ON! on Wednesday. To quote
Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof,
“Well, I'll tell you. I don't know.™

carefully rhymed and precisely  day but Wednesday.” It | need
20th Reunion of the | 1 didn't consider myself a writer. | came out of curiosity.
Write On! Group I'was told 1 am a writer. [ just need to do it.
BOBDOW 1 received a very warm, friendly welcome, immediately put me at case.
UU I'ite on TﬁfM. 20 - 1 came back. Write On! became a weekly commitment.
o o d into my 20 yearsof’ This group opened my mind
w"wrs actively participating in the Write| o observing life more intensely,
On! group.... To exploring and expressing my feclings,
m‘:;e":ﬂ m:‘: for me? To learning new techniques of writing,
T = . chnnce. . To recalling life’s experiences, and
"Write On" Blessn’]gs BY.JONI LARLEE It gave me inspiration to do some |, wrifing about them as a legacy for my grandchildren.
':vrmn& i and fii My life is enriched as we shared Laughter, Tears, and Caring.
In August of 2014 [ joined People  of us. “Words, divinely inspired F;‘Tﬁ ;i o “| Most important in the group are the people;
Plus, because 1 had been coming  from Source, paint pictures for the Th ww?"‘ SO “h’" 2 Getting to know one another through our writings,
here as a healing practitioner with  fertile mind where love and imagi- | o0 ”%m n\ﬁ‘:wnd Having a safe place to write. and
the physical therapists from GBPT  nation co-exist” ( Jon O'Donohue ) | ¢ inpizn Getting gentle feedback plus encouragement.
for their Free Clinics. I had read  To me, Write On Writers is a gath- m,w assignments gave 1 feel accepted, listened to and cared about in this group.
about a writers group at People  ering of souls, coming together as. 'me something to do, a goal to It is an extended family o me!
Plus, but for some reason [ putitin - One, yet uniquely individualized, | meet. .
the back of my mind and thought  sharing their experiences, real or | To belong to a group of peers who | | How | Found Write On Group And Why | Like It
nothing of it until Saturday, Junc  fiction, but definitely heart felt.... | all like to write inspires one to BY ELIZABETH B. BATES
6th of this ycar. funny.... sad.... and informative, | reach for the performer we all ' = 3
It just so happened that | was  and telling tales in a way that no | have inside of us, wanting to be 1 had to leave Scarborough, Me.  deliberation, 1 came to the room
teaching a class that day and at the  one else could. in the spotlight. ...to mect other after 15 years to live in Brunswick — in which the Writers Group was|
cnd of the class one of the ladics  As the stories are told, dormant | performers, many more talented because | had to be nearer my two i 1 had done some writing|
came up to me and handed me her — feclings of the past arc re-awak- 'l"!:lmmofm' o ﬁ::‘;"_";":::f :L':‘:l'::::; "‘“"'"wz‘s“‘ it toeaiag | Fommel
card. I looked at it and saw that ened as they give memories new strength is group is . 7 A .
she was a writer and that she had  life, so that they may be scen in | camaraderic and good spirit and theal noeded o find somethingcre-  Everyone was so welcoming! 1
e g ‘£ for one 0 ative to do. T heard that there was a  read some of my old work to them,
published a couple of books. so I a new light of understanding. The person o always step up 2
s et 7 (o assume lcadership as another "People Plus” place that had many  and they had helpful comments, fol-
old her that I had been thinking  memorics did not die, but they ip Senior activities. 1 found their free  lowed by appreciation of my work.
about joining a group at People  were tucked away decp within to May e all acet again 1o celo- newsletter in the grocery store. I had found just what I needed.
Plus in Brunswick, but that I  be revisited at a more appropriate o b 1 X Jooked The has h li
5 5 4 brate the next milestone where was overjoyed when | at group much versatility.
h_adnl followed lh(ough yet, and time. Perhaps a time to release, ever we may be on that day. itand saw how many activitics they W not only help cach other, but we
did she know anything about it. So rearrange, downsize and change, offered . many of them free. 1had  enjoy each other. What more could
she said, "Oh, we'd love to have  and passing on messages for future Marsha said 10 choose onc of them! After much — we ask for?
you, so you'll have to come and  seniors, writers, and readers of all s S el
jole us s 1 chndect e goal ctind oo llssllorl e OB somethings 20 YEARSAGO  BYBONNIEWHEFLIR
is lady just happened to riting is a means of communi- BYB The ooly thing constant is change.  were siepping in high cotton. Our

Bonnie Wheeler. By Wednesday
I attended my first Write On
meeting. | know in my heart that
nothing happens by chance, and [
even wrote a song about that by
the way. Coincidence? No, scren-
dipity is what this was!

I've had no formal training as
a writer, (except for an 8 week
memoir class that 1 loved), but
I can't remember when 1 didn't
write. I poured my heart out on
paper for as long as [ can remem-
ber, and most of the time through
poetry, or when I felt inspired,
I'd write what ever felt right for
me at the time. As a child I won
many spelling Bees and wondered.
how did I know how to spell
those words? I didn't know about
Intuition then, I just knew how 10
use it

I know now that there is One
Wriler, one Source. one Encrgy
that writes uniquely through all

cation and connection, and it can
bring, solace, understanding and
closure to the readers, and some-
times it brings us to a place that
is able to touch each others hearts
and souls. I once read recently
that, "Writers make us feel less
lonely in the world." Isn't that the
truth!

In closing I'd like to say that,
Write On Writers at People Plus, is
a place where 1 have found support
and appreciation from unique and
gifted writers who understand my
words. It's a place where | can be
heard without feeling judged or
ridiculed, because I know that
they can hear the words beyond
the words. Write On Writers gives
me a sense of belonging where like
minded people gather to care and
1o share, and it gives me a sense
of purpose as well, and that my
friends is a blessing in my book!

I could burn bacon, cggs or toast.
Nope, not food. [ certainly could
burn paper. | have over 20 years of
stories, poems, plays, and books.
Some of them should be burned,
but I can’tdo it.

I have a closet filled with clothes, all
sizes. Some 1 will never wear again,
or maybe I will bumn them. Nope.

Okay, burn somcthing. 1 look
around, My curtains? Nope. My
carpet? . My furniture?
Nope. Whatever will I burn? The
last time | burned something was
on July 4th when I was about 10
years old. Mom told me to be
careful with my firecrackers and
not to light them in my hand. Did 1
listen? Nope. I was lighting them in
my hand and throwing them up in
the air to watch them explode. I was
having so much fun until one went
off in my hand. Did I run crying
to Mother? Nope. She had warned
me. So I ran to the bathroom, got a

Nancy S Story BYBONNIE WHITLER

My sister, Nancy, is fighting through the disease, Lupus. The doctors
encourage her to go on disability, yet she goes to work every day.
She gets out of bed, works very hard, and falls into bed again when
she gets home. On most Saturdays, she stays in bed. Come Sunday
morning, she pushes herself out of bed to teach Sunday school and
sing in the choir. Though sometimes she needs to sit, her voice still
rings out to praise God. There is a lesson in this for me as I try to
push through uncontrolled Type Il Diabetes. If Nancy can do it, I too
can stand or sit and sing God's praiscs, and I do.

cold washcloth, wrapped it around
my blood, blistered hand, and ran
to my bedroom to cry in pain.
Oh, yes, | burnt something, me.
Did I learn my lesson? 1 think so
because I'm having a really hard
time burning something today. So
sorry, Marsha, [ can't seem to do
this assignment. Oh, dear, there is
an ongoing assignment, the dozen
rhyming words of aardvarks. Good
gricf, there must be something |
can burn? Do candles count?

20 years ago, | walked into People
Plus on Maine Street to join the
writers group. Twelve men and
women sat around a table in a dark,
back room behind the church. 1 was
eager and scared and wondered if |
would fit in. They were kind and
encouraging. | watched and listened
in awe at the wisdom they shared
around the table. Jim Haley became
my mentor. He taught me that our
outer core grows old but our inner
core remains young. He said that
when an older person dies, it's as if
a library burns down. I learned so
much around that first table.
Change again-we lost members to
death and many life changes. One
day, when 1 was alone at the table,
Ruth walked in. She assured me she
was not a writer. | assured her she
was, Her first story was published.
More changes-we moved (o our
new and better location. We had a
large room, tables, a bulletin board,
and thanks to Frank, a full writer's
page in the People Plus paper. We

group grew, we published books,
did reading for the community, and
Bill gave us a name, Write on! Bill
was 9. He taught us that with a
good attitude and humor, we could
write on and on.

Many special writers have come
through our doors, and today, on
Wednesday, we are still using our
words to enjoy and entertain and
sharc. In another 20 years, many
new writers will walk through the
door, sit around the table, fill their
library with their storics or poems,
and share their gifts with a waiting
world. Every writer has a special
place in my heart, and I feel blessed
10 sit at our table. Write On Writers
has given me an experience
my expectations, and | appreciate all
the writers for being who they are.
I am a better and happier person for
sharing time around the table with
such kind, giving, and talented
writers. Thank you for the gift of
being the facilitator over the past
years.

What Write On Means to Me BY DOTTIE MOODY
A family As a family

Who share a common goal It is almost always good

The written word Not perfect

Who come weekly together Ours would be

To offer up A lesser life

These words Without what we share

Words that make us laugh We feel safe here

Make us cry We feel valued here

Make us sing We feel joy here

Congratulations Write On Weriters on your first 20 years!
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%  Childhood’s Wonderful Winter Storms
- CHARLOTTE HART X
v }i\ ‘Winter stormes of childhood at zarvelous things. }i{

Beans baked in the woodstove on slow steady beat.
Then the fire revved hot to bake crusty bread
Whiks windows ware tapped by fimgers of sleet.
Blizzards of childhood hold no Sar atall.
Wo'd watch through windows snow switding in drifts.
No plough could get through. No school! Days to play?
Swradnummmmﬂ What gifts!
wmmmmmq _\;\
* Sap vats in the sugarhowss simmared
Ahmimmnpnm--odd—
A smooth, sweet taste. Maple candy cosmow. o

*t/

p

i
Aese
v

3

HAIKU
EYPATIYL. SPARES
Falds ghisten with frost
2 biithe dear frolics in the)
wft cascading g smow

J

THE CHRISTMAS THAT ALMOST WASN'T

BY GLADES SZABO phns of my own. As socm as she keft for
work I got busy cleaming ¢ howse, baking coclices,
Setting cut the decorations! T decorated e house and
wnpped gifts. Next, I wtrisved an ax and headed out
to £2d a Christmas tree. A Light snow was falling.
There was 2 cow pasture next to our bowss so I
trekkod down to the woods and found a beautiful
pluzp fir tree. It was the perfoct wze. I managed to
Back 2 down, then tied it up and hanled it up to &e
bouse. Ifound a backet, filled it with dirt and strug-
sled to stand the tree up straight in the bucket and get
3t into $o howss. Once the lights and decoration: were
done I placed the ifts wndar the toe. I mads soms
Bot chocolats and with a sigh of ralief, Sopped cn &e
couch. Sﬂmdmmmmm
sadness, b i and appreh
mqmbd:-d

Twas ywakensd by ooy moos, with tears in her gyes.
We Iugged and cnisd happy and sad tears, thought
abow zy dad, then, opened our gifts.
Thaliovs that was ©o start of noy Jearzing how o turn.

boliday with har family. Thoy
would be best for all of us to do something difarent

Mom dacidod we would not put 2 tree up or dec- (d
orate the house since nedthar of us would be boms. -
Agin, zy stomach churned. I was in an agitated |,
amotiozal state. I had no ons with whom I could share

oy unsasy falings. Noze of this fit right no matter
bow zmach sense it mads to othars.

The weekend provious hrqitﬂﬂh.
nhdﬂ-swymhnz.hynm!&
work.

\.

S (12(1&011 & .g'eef// (g& ;
fwrz the People@" I rite Ope I idters
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MY FIRST SNOW
BYELIZABETHB. BATES

Having beea born in the no-inow zoze, Iwas so excited when
[ saw it building up o= the cutside window sill of oxr Boston
apartment. I had to open the window , which was difScule,
because of the build-up of snow and ice. Open at last, Istuck
my finger into the soft snow, and put 2 small bit into my mouth.
It moltod instantly so I triod amother. Thare was zo tasts, and
so Iwas going to try again, but my mother told me to shut the
window at cmce, because of the cold air coming in.

I went outside as soon as I put on the warm coat 2 friend of my
mother’s had given me. It was a couple of sizes too big for me,
and it bad a fur collar that Sickled my nose. Ithad balonged to the
damghter of zoy mother's foead . It was originally very sxpensive,
30 my mother was glad I 2ad 2. I'was only 9 years old, so Iwasn't
impresied.

I picked wp some snow with my mittencd hands and mads a
snowball. Thare was no ome to throw 3t to. & was not a naighbor-
boed for children. I saw the milkman coming down the street,
moving slowly cm the icy road. His horse was covered with
powdery snow. I threw the smowball at the horse. He ignored
mo, but I was happy to have had a target.

I went back to our apartment because I was getting cold My
mother asked me bow I liked the smow. Ireplisd Ilked it, but
there was no ons to play with. I wanted to make 3 snowman, bat
it couldx't be done ox the sidewalk.

My mother told me we would be visiting a fend of hars who
Lived in the comntry and who bad children I could play with. We
would be with them for 2 coupls of dyys. Whea we got thers, there
was zmch more snow and it was very cold. They had wood stoves
downstairs burning Mnsmhnwm That's
mﬁndlﬂdnnthpnkup_
Whaa we weat upstairs to go to bed, Iwas afraid it was o0 cold
for me to sleep. I found heating pads under the blankets and I
did slosp aftar all. In the momaing, we did kave a good breakfast
‘before we went out to play.

There was a pond, completely icod up nearby. Thare was a soall
hill we could slide down on sleds to the pend. I really Liked that
until I heard some very lond ing sounds from the ice. Iran
back from the ice becanse I was afraid it would opex under me.
The other childrea laughed, but I didn't think it was fanay.
When we got back to our apartment in Boston, 2t was warm and
cozy. It folt good. Iwas glad the snow was outsids.
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December Song

BYCHARLOTIE HART

In every window shings soft candle glow.
Mocalight sparkles on bright ghistening snow.
Bonfire roars with chearful crackling sound.
Flashing skate blades circle round and ‘round.
Silent sleighs race miles through deop smooth snow
Home to hearth fire’s ing warm glow.

Ovurbead—gigantic star-filled
Celobrates a Newbora's guntie waking cry.

*

*

L

*

s
e
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Door balls chims. Famuily arrives. Loud cheer.
Sweet joy and hope for peace throughout the year.
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The goat who wanted our Christmas tree

’} EBYBETTY BAVOR beltor-skeltor and matural so we scru-  shoosd at zway, and wo continued onowr  Back at the gate, the farmer
A ‘ muodouhmnmqowdhlmg quest, nally agrosing on the right trea. v kicked goat from us,
gendrous i our h h the land o= this crisp The goat stoed clows by as we put our and with 3 “BA-3-2-2.” bs took off after

mzndﬁmaln:mcmwb;pmx Decamst
to seloct and cut 2 Christmas tres. Bafore

h . - . the four of us to agree, groowe and thea everyons tock their  ploased we had stayed calm, that we
zuhmodml “‘gﬁu‘:‘"ﬁ:’: ﬁxm'a.r.b&'uwmldhn‘ * tarn to saw away =otil the tree  childrem were not scaved, and we had
uwhll“  what kind, how big, slim, been just fine, however, we * became froe of its roots. Dad  emdured, not harming this special goat.

wm:d.opmw:budhu:bl and then Beeded to check that ome

over thero and childrea
we were off with cur saw to find that dod to have 2 choice in

parfoct trse.
This was 2 working farm with animals th‘;'ﬁnldonmn
wandering freely around the yard, so0 a

large u;nmmdodwwynmbodau our damghtar's jacket, biting
the zate after extoring Trees werm “fh*mﬂ"hl 3

.:"é' ’ % PR 7.‘.
Lo ! 2 ) %gg

2 o *  Brisk sunny clesr fall day
o= ¢ Eagle sosrs awesome sapht

* Remembering * e Winter fllows seow falls
* The Essence of Christmas * .
EYJONILARIEE b k¥ * ¥

Christmaas has always *
besn meaningfal for me,

-~ thuﬁmhgou ndmn].llmodmgh'

Winter Follows

BY GLADYS SZABO

S5t

Christmas
Eve Haiku
BYP.K ALLEN
Raindeer cm the roof
Santa is conxing tonight
A child's delight

4,
.
N
3 A EC
in differeat ways and 2t different 4 e
timos = my Life. As a child I loved spending *
Christmas 2t Nanoy Larlee’s bouse in New Brunswick
Canada, on the borders of Maine and the Province of . It smowed
every Christoaas Eve without £il, and large snow flakes pzhlikndummdt - .
ﬁmth*y!\mﬁmgmﬁuﬁswdmmhwm * .i!\b/i . b
the colorful lights, ornaments, and tinsel oa the beautifel troe inside. < ¥
The excitement and antic- >
pation grew as nzy brother Bob F—"_".\
a8 T waited for Christznas morning, 5@@;
because wo knew that Santa Clans would be %’
bringing some of the toys that we had acked for cm our
Christmas list. After all we 2ad besa good and desarving of all that
we bad asked for What I locked forward to most of all was to see the beautifal
doll that would be waiting for me under the tree, and without fail there whe was
overy year throughout mxy early childhood!

,..,f-’i 1 was 2 happy time

FD@ indsed, whan we all

won 13t around the dining roces tabls
e 224 enioyed Nanzy's wondsrful Christmas

meal as a family. We kad a great view of the tree in the
lving room 26 we locked through the French doars from the
dining room, and after dizner we would all sit around the tres, not caly to
open gifts, but to sing Christmas Carcls and make music around the piano. I realize
m&xnmaﬁm!yo&'mbtﬂmdm:aﬂlmwymﬁlmm
been 2 partof it
Those were unforgettablo
memonies come to Bfe again ewery
Christmas. It halps, especially in momeats
whaa I feel alono and felings of sadnsss have somebow
in, because mazy of the people I loved are 2o Jonger hare
mxgmm I reminisce, warm memoriss snsak into nry hoart and
they bring back Sealings of Jowe and belonging 23 tixne stands still for just a betle
whilo longer. I can still hoar the sound of the church bells that rang out every Christmas
Eve for mudnight mass in bomor of the birth of Jesus Christ.
o Today I ses life through
F’a@\ dxﬂmnmxnlmnm—
i
(.%’B n'mﬁmaumlnxblmndmmn
memories warm the beart of my izmer child, the
hlm!pmofmndlpndmﬁnwdlh“mﬁwmw
Chn Basa 2z for many people and for soms 2canbea
sad time and for othars, nmlynmhmmmdxaﬂ I can only speak of my life's
ernwmmw‘mm«nmu
S The Essence of Christmas
for me at this ttme of ooy Bfeis _.-,\
about honoring and giving birth to the ﬁ%
Chuist Comuci within. Symbolically, #isa #
mdmrdndofhuggocfnddmoquw
that we may be reborn into 2 2ew state of Being. By doing 0 we birth
into cur hearts and souls the gmalitios of our Devine Nature, which are the quali-
ties of Love, Life, Light Power, Feacs, Bumymdlcy
Christzas i3 3 time to be

with the poopls we love and
‘-/-a@a who Jove and respect us uncondition-
'& ally in return. The soargy of unconditiozal love i

ing, joyful, and beautiful, and it i one of Life's
mtpmgfnlm&mgﬂirmcfﬁnmnhmgm
hdemvummeVmMall&mpmpmn}h including Peace

pil

L Marry Christmas ndl'hppyﬂd:.&yx overyone! ¥

dayk\nslhnyzhndh saws to the trunk, dad made the imitial another family. The farmer seamed

carriod it back to the farmer 33 After our domation, e wished us a Mary
the goat followsd close at our  Christnsas and we Joaded our Christmas
bosls, jamping and biting the tres to the top of our car. By the way, the
branches of our tres, as if to  eaten branches fit well against the wall 2:
say, “that 3 my tee!™ we decorated our Christmas tree which
*  The kids laughed with gles 2t we shared with the goat. Happy momoriss

~

O
O
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C hanukah Menorahs K AN

4 BYWINNE SILVERMAN candles afier rociting a blessing They stared inwondarathe  _ o] -~/ \a
: . sighe, and sspecially after we turnod off the other Lights in the / / ; -
a My kids stll have the same mano- p) \
: Q, ﬁ{,,,,,;m;ﬂm,‘: mY‘:thdnaprmha_hhhw 7, /8 /% \\
)mlgnnymhdlﬁnlhhﬂvy.‘dzynnbdhn Mm‘:ﬁ““w&“““”'”&:‘ﬁ: ‘/} © ¢ ®
Bouse and he and his wifo had to move into a rexted bowse for socks and bubble gum. but the sighth might was the big mift _,.r,/{ ® LI

:‘h::\‘:o:;?:‘l W”d:ﬁm i One year my daughter wanted an § track playse. For the eighth e/ < EJ \/
phuh.nrnhn Hauﬂﬁlyhdhuuthgnpd i pﬂlg‘hl md"nunhl ”';{n:;::’ﬁ- ) / b e
appointed She weakly Moz=" put /@ g L]
- 1 rwad nmhmndwh-«hrm.dhb*mhmh‘—"’ﬁ N
n;m“nghbéhmnm!mupmmpmu radio® track player - b o
Shammor™ baad candle ware 2 Fach child i his and har own 1 7% 1193 st grandchild I tima to et har a mancrah.

. The Visitor
. .

y Thad coms to the village to take care of some business. R wasnota
good choice. The village was very crowded. People had arrived from
all regioms for the censas. I was fortunate to get a very small,
uncomfortable napoamm Sl
Imvdahyd-lp-uymmhm&ymluhm
Ho worked thers, tending to the amimals. He said that the nnkeeper
was making 2 fortune. I =ndarstood that. I could not believe what I
hdbopy-htlhndndloh

The boy was very sxcited. Ho said that something wonderfal was
going to A man and 3 woman with child had asked for rocm
at the inn, but thare was nons. The iznkesper had offered them space
in the stable. Like me, they had no choics. I had no idea what he was
talking about. But, 23 Jomg as I'was thers, I thought that I may 2s well
wait o 160 what would happen. I am very glad Idid.

& LE E
4 opside )3 e
) Ll 2 3¢

* ‘%
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ROUSSEAU MANAGEMENT, INC,

Skilled and Assisted Living in bidcoast Mzine

U take your lowd ores comfrt and fealth o heart, Reindeer on the Roof

EY BONNIE WHEELER

“Mama, Brad s2id Santa likes chocolate chip cockiss the best”

“No, Eovin s2id be Bkos peanut butter ™

“Pleass, Mama, Jsave those for Santa™

“Okxy, boys, Saxta gets 2 of cach. Now go to bed.

“Did you rezsmsber Rudolf's carrots, Mama?

“Yes, and also the glass of milk. Now go to slesp.

“Mama, where do you think Santa is right now?

“Wcﬂ.hlunbamwﬂymhnlﬂ om his way to
Mains. All the boys and gizls there are all aslesp. Now go to sleap!

"Mml.myuyum!nzy:bud.nomﬂnkhptma@he

ada

ulsdpan.)nhho”hmm

“No. Mama my eyes won't stay closed either. Mama, how will Santa

gst in our house? We don't kave a chimnsy. Oh, no, we won't get

mmplhﬁhﬁnﬁmﬂﬂhhmmﬁnm

2nd b said, “Eme.” NOW GO TO SLEEP'™

Brad whispers, “T think I hear reindser boofs o the roof. Kevin,

Iy and clowe your eyes.” “T'm trying to.”

At lact, the Saxta toys are under the tres, the stockings smifed full of

goodiss, I ate all 4 cockies, and poured the milk down the drain. I

will oaly do so zmch for Santa. I oven ae 2 of the carrots but left the

groens. Now this Santa will not have any troubls closing her eyes

because sho has had a long day and tomcrrow the excited

COASTAL LQ/\%IAL ety gl T S
LANDING ((;,J [S
RETRPVENT COMMIMNITY \vlw ll l) I I\«N(
142 Neptune Drive, Branswick 142 Negtune Drive, Bunswick
(207) 3376560 (207 72555

5 | (&) | =5
S donizons
24 Mauncs Drive, Brangaick |11 Bank Stroot, Brungwick | 20 Maurcs Dive, Brgwick

(207) 7254319 (20T) 2124738 (207) T25-7456
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EBY BONNIE WHEELER
Ch:imn&vmhﬁmchbm}y
calobrate Grandpa's Christmas.

Our Chri cams on Ch

through Daddy’s sock drawsr to find the
sock without boles and borrowed Y ¢
itto lay out o the old sofa for Santato  #
8. Each of the differsat colored socks Fs
bopcfuﬂyandand'hmaldy >
cans. It was a time whan a little was ” j('
a lot Christmas Eve was the high- b'
light of the seacon. It wasn't what
was mnder the wee, but who was
around the trea. It was ons vary B

- Write On Writers %+ Holiday Supplement N
2 DECEMBER SONG N
'1" BYCHARLOTTEHART : ‘ k;’
\ \ -.*} In overy window shines soft candle glow. Morning sun glsams om the white church spire. )’YL / I8
N Mmhghmosh:ghgbmm Joyful voices rise. The village choi! 1 d
o o Boafire roars with chesrful crackling sound. O crafted by dchildren three N
v ’ Flashing skate blades circle ‘round and “rousnd. Conver a fioar-to- fragramt troe. '
Silont slaighs race miles through dosp smooth snow  Circling the tree are gifts home made with care—
Home to hoarth fire's comforting warm glow: Haxnd knit mittans, a quilt, home baker's fare.
Door bells chims. Family arrives. Lond cheer.

Calobrates a Newborn's gentie waking cry. Swoet joy and bope for peace thromghout the year.

Grandpa’s Christmas

to

supper, Mamsmdd:magnd Annt Jowsls
)wxnlls oy favorits. After supper, we grandkids st

arcund Grandpa's chair and handed him Ris prosents.
We knsw what to hand kim £nt - 2 box of chocolate

pjamas.
;mxoudumgm m,y--,uaﬁcnnap.

wyndtbmﬂuumdmquﬂ.ululb
wasmn't a stocking or even ours. Tbmﬂboh\“m

CHRISTMAS PAST LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

EYBQNNE WHEELER BYVIRGNIASAEN
Growing wp in a fumily of O ks loarned aucly # Twamtod 4017 s watoing + oot bossmmcns
. 1 did not ask for Shem. I gota job and sarned the mOBSY Yoo wurg the frst

On my list to view

When I was younger, I wondared Santa was 50 stingy. If Built ez ledse

B had all those toys in his sled, why didn'the kme memare 12 the seil of a rotting Sorest
thon ome present at Christmas? Later, of courve, Iundersood be  Swarming with mosquitoes
was doing his best. Yet, I always dreameod that cme Christmas  Dlocking a view )
mxing!wﬂdmhnpndhdhnd’muk& Of The New Maadows River

Lifo moved on, and I married. Garry and Thad 2 Itleboys In its own Littls place

with their own Santa dreams. Military pay did not e zmach  Clsared away from towering pine
ooy for Christmas proseats, w0 I tock a job for 3 momths  The sky was letin

bafiore Christnnas giving toy parties. I could keop the samples,  This Littie house appeared to be growing
and yes, that was 1o be both the dream Christmas for both of  Right out of the ground

ws. Thare would be lots of proseats under owr tree. I nover locked 2t another

Undarneath the tree were tains, tracks, riding toys, balls, army 1t's bean 2 win win I didn't know about

men, and more. Stocking wers £llod with candy and small Idldnthoz'hl .mm!::af and birch

toys. We wars filled with joy sesing the happiness and (o 10 lom o have thaiz i “nitb. .

e ‘:;‘W‘ﬁﬂ Oh, yos, cur Axd what a gloricus autamn it is

trus. Only it tock another generation for What I learned .
#thappened And now, #wasmuchmors  Froma dark demse wroea of pize

4, fanto give it than to bavs received 2. 1 From this bouse lacking history before now

;¥ hope the boys still remember our st Is all Inesd to know

1Y | ysarefabundance

Thank you to our

generous sponsors:

Gary at Gulf of Maine Books

Jack at Miracle Ear

All our friends at Riley Insurance

Santa's Real! he EYBETTYBAVOR

I's Christmas Sunday. The children have been practicing for the pageant, and
We 270 getting o costames for the big svent. The focus is on the birth of Jesus,
2nd the performance was superh. After refroshments, Sllowskip and Christmas
wishes, we all hsaded home. Not much mention of Santa wntil we rounded the
cornar of our 5test 10 356 Santa entering the house of 2 asighbor! What a joy to
hear the children all say, Jook, thers iz a Santa’™

Thes lying oo the ground in a luge smow bank
was aoal 2 personage of 2o rank.
&Nﬁmm.thhnyhs
Ilocked down cn him and bo wp at ms,

b was a Joat soul if ever oo be.

B wms Sen I know whatI 2ad v to do,
1 put cn 2y robe and slipped ixto shoa.
Iran down the stairs and through the froxt room
almost tripping over some chairs and a broom.
Iopensd door and motioned % him;

all the tms being “yapped™ at by a mangy old dog.

N\ /

o ANOTHER NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS BR LGy
T"was the mghe before Chrisowmas and all o' the house  The clothes on s back wers tatteced and torn, “You're a bearer of the trae spirit of lving,
1Ol @ Creaiure Was SOrTiRg, NOL EVen a MOusc. the shoos om his Set were nearly Swrough worn. belpimg others in need with unreserved giving.
The children were nesded all swg in shetr beds, Ho was loan 25 a radl if the truch was % speak, Your sharing of meat, drink and bread unleavensd
while visions of sugar plums danced tn thetr heads bo Jocksd Bk 2o had bassly satem = over 3 wesk. hunud)vuaud:ynhghphan[’bn‘
And Mawa tn her Serchief and I in my cap, 1 s2oked wp the fire and 5ot him quite near; Thank you my friend for the hospitality and
had pust setded owr bratns for a long winser's nap showed he was frozen froms foct to amn” bo said, B inablink.
when out on the kawn there arose such a claser, Imhnnmdndndbod-duuhb. lm’:mmmdﬂmm
1 speang from the bed 10 sec what was the maner. hdsnmnlflmmqauq than I dacked to the door to have ons last Jock.
Away to the window I few bke a flash H.-;I]mn'hm-t"uymgm Thare was 20 man 1o be sean, caly 2 hemsaly beam,
tore open the shuters, and dyew up the sash Satisfaction returned: I swear he nearty pursed. cne bright scending star trailing 2 gold stream.
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow ‘Whan be had £nished he terned and be said, Now whea I lock to the sky and 5s0 a shooting star
gave the luster of mid-day to objects below.

@hwwn&ﬂmﬂhﬁnﬂymh

“Why have you dons what others might dread, T wondar who's besa visited by that parvom from afar.
to take in 2 stranger all tattered and tom? .
Manmhmhgrdbdmu&m

9‘3;(;4 ﬁ%{# ey

1 ropbed, “We ars not rich nor are we poor.

To aparscn in nsod we meast alwarys open cur door.

Whather a Christzas, Summar, Spring or Fall !hym,mdwaodbnng_‘u
is not sharing with ofhers our Father's suprems call™™ Peace, Prozperity, Hope and Fulfillmeat

Ha rowe from the chair and headed towards the docr, thiz Holidy Seazon; and for many 1
about to go ont i the blwstery cold cace mars. - more fo come
Not fully knowing why, I withed kim to stzy yot mars; (Thﬁmt'd\‘linnmﬁmh&om

but ho s23d “No.™ bs had Sound what he came for. Clement Clarks Moors, “A Visit from .N;yhs"
As he departed be locked back at ms, first publizhed in 1823)

bis face now shinning with a lock of nsar gles.

£
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SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS
by Elizabeth B.Bates 7y

I've got my bag and my coat,
my wool hat and my notes,

as I go out the door e

to the big dollar store. S, *
Find the toys for the kids, T g W
big pots with tight lids e

and six pie plates for Mom. »

Now for Dad, what is new?
One ice skate or two?

An axe to cut wood

to keep us warm!

And for me, a box of chocolate candy

*

5

%
z'@

ATIME
FOR FAMILY

by R. Neil Laughlin

i

Holiday times are of beginnings and endings,
time of outward celebration, and inward reflection.
We marvel at the past, wishing somehow it would last.
The light of the world recedes then begins to ascend again.
So in this festive season, let us apply some additional reason
by reaching out beyond ourselves, to those that are less fortunate:

to those displaced of home and/or country through no fault of their own,

Christmas Gold
by Nonie Moody R

There is a gold mine in our thoughts
‘Q.%f‘ To be expressed at Christmas time.
E® Of clever ways of showing love ”
Without the clinking of a dime.

g #'?; B

% *
% Big smiles may seem a small gesture
* £ But smiles can make one's day brighter

Snapping a weary soul alive
Aakes his world a little lighter.

lightful encouraging words
Can demonstrate how much you care

%

3
sk

iv“i‘l“l"‘::ﬂ':‘o‘::f;, * 1o those whose worldly possessions are but the clothes on their back, Not making it look obvious
* : ) to those who may worship differently, but whose desires are the same; But assuring words that are rare. .
- A world free of wars filled with Peace in which to live, love and know. A simple note to an old friend.
* o An existence that is free of hunger in which lives can grow. * This year been treating you okay? %
= s ; The weather here has been pleasant.
7\ Reach out to all people, in our town, country and beyond, * How was your special birthday?
because giving of curselves will belp others belong.
Freely offering support, how can that be wrong. a2 The art of giving from the heart
. For lest we forget dt ﬁ;}:‘ "k Has been destroyed year after year.
_g‘%g or lest we forge, we ara need to remamber ” * “&- The joy of giving something made 35
J We are residents of our one and only planet. , 4" % Is offering gold of Christmas cheer.
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS tamiomyitivw, 3 MY HOUSE
¥ we are all part of one family, \g
by Gladys Szabo . The Family " by Bonnie Wheeler $
My Christmas presents of Man. % J‘.?;él- & Come to my house on Christmas Eve
These gifts not to be wrapped - %q%_ The smell of cinnamon cake fills the air
Peace love caring hugs e VI A sparkling tree with gifts galore
g' Grandchildren sitting around it on the floor

‘Who could ask for anything more?

of

by Ruth Foehring

It is November. The days are shorter and light fades
carly. The leaves hang on the trees with a quiet despera-
tion for all too well they know what is in store for them.
There will be no time to run around accomplishing the
gigantic list of things one must do before Christmas, so we
must start preparing NOW!!

My husband and I have been Christmas shopping for weeks
and now the stack of presents must be wrapped and some
made ready for mailing. Christmas cards must be written,
almost two hundred of them, and a nice, newsy little letter
must be enclosed, so that those who live far away will know
what has been happening this past year in our busy world.
Panic has hit me and I must talk to myself and convince
myself that all will be fine and somehow it will all get done.

THEN, I remembered a Christmas past where doing
everything seemed quite impossible too. I had begun my

hing career much later than most graduates. 1 had four
young children, a big bouse and now a career and it was my
first Christmas working.
Now, Christmas in my house was a magical occasion. It
0 could not be otherwise just because I was working! The

CHRISTMAS: IT MUST BE MAGICAL

day after Thanksgiving the children and I would always start
our Christmas baking and so we began according to plan.
Everything was going fine and we were right on schedule.
Decorations began appearing in the house as well as in my
classroom. There was no stress. . yet! Excitement hung in
the air and grew with each passing December day. Then it
happened. Time was short and the list of to do things seemed
much longer than usual. The road ahead looked very rocky
indeed.

How was I to help make red and green paper chains and
hang them all over the house? I couldn’t paint the windows
with poster paints as I did every year. Santa and his little
elves and all those cute reindeer would not be looking at us
and cheering us on. The baking list seemed unusually long
as there was no time to even light the oven. Cards could be
scribbled but what about the newsy little letters!! It was all
overwhelming! What about the magic!

It just so happened that I had a student teacher. She was
so competent and so organized that a great idea hit me and
1 found my solution to the whole dilemma. I marched into
the principal’s office ready to propose my ideal plan.
Nelson, sat behind his desk and listened quietly while I told

e

him my wonderful plan. Susan, my outstanding student
teacher, could teach my class while I stayed home and did
what I must do. I would pay her right out of my salary. She
would have a wonderful teaching experience and I would
return after Christmas and really no one would even miss
me. I could not possibly work before Christmas because
Christmas must be magical at my house.

There was a cough and then the chair he was sitting on
revolved around three times. [ got dizzy just watching it
whirl. Then with a strange expression on his face he said,
“You have got to be joking. One look at my face told him
the opposite was true. Then very, very softly he said, “Get
out of here!™ While the chair began revolving again, [ made
my fast get away.

1 somehow got through that first Christmas. My family
rallied around me and we carried it off in spite of all the
difficulties. When [ retired twenty- one years later Nelson
told that story and everyone laughed and I did too.

So, now having remembered this time in my past this
Christmas scems like a nit. Have a nice, peaceful holiday
season! Make it magical too!
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oo the Roof”, TRADITION! The exact reason for this
tradition is that these latkes (potato pancakes) are fried
i cdl. Potatoos are shredded and muxed with egg and

destroyed holy tample, 2 was discovered that there was
:Uymmmuuznawhﬁwm& N -
for eight dxys until mors oil could be mads. Theredors,

we indulze in yummy fried potato pancakes to + *
the miracie of the oil With us, there's always certain food  # "
comnacted %o anry bolidxy celobration. That's cur tradition. ¢ R

" ‘3} *“.u ¥* t% *.;._;
o?\j

)‘15 o O,

Winter Overture

by Charlie Payne
Socm Jack Frost will bo nipping 2t your noss.
You might even Sl a tinglng i your toes.
The cornstalks shiver with a clatter.
The barred owd s2ys you make ooy beak chatter.

matzo meal to make the batter and dropped by spoca- :
mmnarh\mmmm-&.m Thoed fox gives 2 cough and covers its mose with its bushy til. ¢, in shades of grey
tares whare there area't amy potatoes, but frying in oil is M“M:““FMB'*"* wizgs. .Testing...
probably cbsarved by frying anothar & Aswe  They dream of summer things. || neath énfts
stuff cursalves with these delicious p woarsto 1be catand the dog are toasty warm stretched cut oo the bearth. 2% |ll ofunspoken
be reminded of the reasca for the Chamukah celobration.  Brimg Winter ca ws Mainers are tough. P white

Brioffy, over 2,000 ysars 2o wen the Jows caterod the  Wo survived * The Great Icestorm’™ -3" -

The moca siides down w0 I'll go to rest.

"nﬁ' *.u“.'.’

. * B

#_ )

*

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

Gary at Gulf of Maine Books

The Members of Write On Writers

Village Heritage Society
Michaud’s Market

1-866-670-7517 bathsavings.com

Pearl by P.K. Allen N
1 was on 2 peaceful Sunday morning It anded four years later
Jast 75 ysars ago, with two blasts from the sky
when war cams to our doarstep Thatkilled coe—hundred
and changed the world we had come to
know. and loft 2 mourning mation to cry.
It started with the bomsbing It was 2 hard foughe conflict
and sinking of our ships for the victory that we earned,
Mbbndmﬁm But I wonder if in all the wars since,
23 prayers 1056 up our bips. AuM-ybmhnhmnd?/

DECEMBER 7, 1941 -
A Day of Infamy

by Elizabeth B. Bates

It was a Sunday afterncon in Boston, Massacimsotts. My sister had the radio tarned
on becanse she liked the popular zmasic all the time. My mother was in the living room
writing lotters. I had just inkhed my homework for the next school day at my High
School, whare I was a sophomors.

When the mmsic saddsaly stopped playing, and a voice started talking to us, I was
surprised to find that it was the voics of our President Roosevalt. He was talling us, his
fallow Americans, that we had just bean attacked by Japan in Pearl Harbor, Hawail
The Japansse planes had sank ships and killed many of our people thare. They had not

mwuuwnnlawm Ths President was asking Congress to

loudly proclaiming that we should styy away from joining the battls against

ﬁmhﬁmwh‘hcmpobhm they said. Now they were silenced. Wo had

besn artacked from the other side of our A man said that
thoy had awakenod 2 “slocping giant™ He w —

Drafting men into the armed forces took place. They had no choice. We wero 2t war
mmmﬂlmﬁmubhuﬁdmmh&mm
know somsthing that could further tmparil us. “Close your lips or sink our ships™ It
was all very frightening!
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In 1843 Sir Heary Cole, 2 civil servast
in the UK working as an Assistant Keoper
at the new ‘Public Record’ later called the
“Post Office” wanted more ordinary people
to use this facility. His idea of a Chnistmas
card became a roality with his artist frisnd
John Collett Horsloy a5 they designed the
first Christmas Card It sold for ome shil-
ling — § conts and had thres pansls - the
center pamel showed three generationms
raising a toast to the card's recipiont and on
oithar side were scanes of charity with food
and clothing being given to the poor. 1000
cards were printed and caly the

could afford them. Whea cards became
more popular and more officient printing
production developed, postage dropped
to 2 half penny. By the 1900s the custom
bad spread to Germany. In the late 1900s
clrdsboglnnlppuxm' and were

Write On Writers

CHRISTMAS CARDS

and two of kis brothers created Hallmark
Cards. This company is still in business
today after 100 plus years with grand chil-
dren now in charge inmovating the latest
tochnology 2nd now ways to celsbrate all
occasions and bolidays with 2 card! Now

“Firzteristmazcard” Licensed under
Public Domain via Witimedia Commons

)vnkm&nuto(dnmry

wery expeasive. Louis Prang, a printer from
Germany who formerly worked with the UK.
card makers, bogan mass producing more
aflordable cards with pictures of flowers,
plants and children. In 1915 Joyce C. Hall

time my mail box has a big
ndbmvnlb&ﬁrwdmnmﬁw
a precions Christmas card from family and
frionds. I have written 2 ysarly letter for
many years. Doar Abby frowns on this as it
may seam boring and beastful. Many of us

by Vince McDermott

in the mumber of
main road to get

of the star is a good coe.

The Shepherd

1do not go i=mto town meach. I get very lomaly up here in the hills with
nobody to talk to but shesp. The sheep know 2 fow words, mostly those Iuse
to tall thaes what to do. If they get nervous I talk in a low voice to calm them
down. I have had to do that 2 lot lately becanse there has been a big increase

going to town for the cansas. We have to cross the
the grass to the water. The sheop do not kiks all the
actrvity. Iwill bo glad when the cemsus is finished.

Thers isn't enough room for all the travelars in town. But thers is something
else. A bright star s Jocated right over the town. It mmst be soms kind of
omsan. Peopls say that royal travelers have come from wery far sway searchk-
ing for some peopls who are staying ix a stable cwned by the inzkeepar. I
will go to 566 what is happeming when I sign for the cemsns. I hope the cmea

Holiday Supplement

by Betty Bavor

1ive apart from sach other and we welcome
news of special happemings with an update
of the year's events. I delight to read and
1o~ read every Jetter I receive. Yos, I know
what you are thinking, it's a digital age,
the younger gemeration embraces speed
and officiency. The Christmas card process
is time comsuming: purchasing, signing,
2ddressing and stamping to say to nothing
of the cost. A mouse click and the bolidxy
grooting finds its way to the computer!
I hang four foot X six inch wide falt
stroamers to attach my cards to so I can
oychudmaghmthuam Pecple
have family & persomal pictures, meaning-
fulcanhudwmhubnp.dthn
card which neod to be seen and cherished.
I foal their spirit with me. I guess [ am
old-fashicned - tize goes so fast, people g0
iz and cut of your life, never miss the opper-
tanity to tall them how much thoy meax to
you. As lomg as T am abls, a Christmas lotter
will be enclosed in my Christmas card and
T'll Bappily thank the US postal service for
it's safe delivery.

The Wondel of

Christmas
by Nonie Moody
(h&nud!hqud!«z:m
To register in his first consus.
Thair journey long with seldom 2 tree.

CHRISTMASTIME sy P.K. Allen

Christmas is 2 special time
that comes but ence 3 year
And brings uws sll together
to share in joy and cheer.

Tt brings friends and familkies
‘who travel from far away

To visit and to celebrate

A day over 2000 years sgo
‘when 2 baby bey was born

In a stable in 3 manger

to give the world a better morn.

our cousin's back|
Catholic bt was raised by kis Protestant
father. Consin Billy was an athletic —

‘other relatives must have
taken his pies by mistake!
We hid the two pies under
mhdndpnmmmn
‘immocent’ faces. When Uncle
Jobn was told by Brother Fred
that there were Do more pies
fo give amy departing guests
Usndle John wunt crying to
Ma that somocoe too ‘his

stuck our thumbs into his two

Hoart Church to the tan o'clock Mass.
Grandmother Mc!

Alcon filled us in om0
Howas barna

Mary gave birth to bar first good locking boy 2nd was fun to bewith.
T S
Wm Him : chh‘hﬂ Pﬂb-?ﬁd that he go to The Ten o'dlock mass with
= - me- Bally said “Yes, Mam!™

Soms shephards keoping watch by night ‘When we returned home Grandmm was
wa-gidhlniw eager to talk with Billy and me to e
The Lord's glory all them bow Billy reacted to his first Catholic

couldn’t bebieve what bappexing. Ch Mass. Whea G asked
: “; Wmﬁ.;adnng:bmh)lm

o

Tl g e e
Bora in the city of David sion on the benefits of Holy Christmas
With mgels singing s one accord. Mass and was therefore shocked whea

shepbards langhed and said "L lked it Best
Qn:klynhh::gymmny = ook = 3ie B

NS money — a 4
e o oy tayed Good Shepherd Lutheran Church | coliecsony
R~ welcomes you to join us for
secret conld Dot

Of all thay had vean 2nd bean told. Special Christmas Eve Services, 4 pm. &8 pm. THE SPIRIT OF
Weader of wondsrs the truth was beld Sunday morning worship, 9:00 am LOVE
Tho thost d-:;dd Celtic Evening Prayer, Sun. 530 pm by Bonmie Wheeler
Gla:m ad Thurs. Evening Prayer, 6:30 pm 2's time for a Christian
Chmuhmn”nw Fee ity 20 3ot 200 5020 W mb::rym
& Good Shepherd Lutheran Church « 330 Matne St, Brunswick « 725-6561 | The baly spisit of lowe J
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s - — Write On Writers Holiday Supplement : 7_.}“ ~
) o CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS by Gladys Szabo ) VL
:"'-' ) iday traditions  When I murried wo continmed ooy family befors being baked. The important thing is  each after dizmer. . '

which was Eves” They OnCh Eve in my we frends who don't have

mom would be saying, “Younesd togetto day.
bed now!"” Now

ons” I answered as I never wanted to stop.

T'd 508 Joved cnes who cooked the
dinzer,

sles.
Td say “Thank You™ to them all
for the love thoy gate to me.

DO YOU
REMEMBER?

by Marcia Good Townsend %

When we put tinsal on $he Christzas tres, strand by strand and
Carafully saved year to year?

DO YOU REMEMBER
r » troe branches
Taing within the tubes when they warmed?
DO YOU REMEMBER -

: c ffo’\
Racing ‘round the track the tree? “i!{
DO YOU REMEMBER
To confirm i was Sant who Jft the prosents K-
-ﬂwﬂuduhw o
Sazta found me even %
Wo'dmd-dhqu‘. P
T REMEMBER WHEN

Bubbls lights ox the tree

Bubbles :

Chacking the dish of cockies you Jeft the night befors
IREMEMBER WHEN

Eﬁb&;&ﬁl‘d ¥

JREMEMBER WHEN
Iwas unablo % dive “home for Chn:

Christoas,”
So “Santa” wrapped my gifts and stocking and placed them in
abox
For USPS to daliver to ms. ;?g

JTALSO REMEMBER
Ths ysar “Santa” stopped bringing presents for bansath the

ee

Itwas the yoars that Mom & Dad caased obe. 2
I NOW CELEBRATE & PLAN Lr)
Each year, to “BE” Santa | 4

gemarations. visiting .
y As a child baking cockies would huk around all watching the would imvite frionds and neighbors
’ was an i X nmq::yywwﬂm open bouse oo Christmas Eve 2s Thad no  Christomas
I would make wweral types of ano% witha treat if they were Ifi whling: and we had 20 other relatives in 3
cut’™™ The Elves would wure displyyed along with my mother’s
ropart to Santa. Whea children became 12 dalicions cinnamon coffee cake and mamy my We
more goodies. cating

childron wers not 2 deta] or  parsats, aunts 2nd uncles in the arsa Zving
We would stop for dinner and bours Iater create the details. This dida't take a whole

ﬁnﬁm—lmﬂwdﬂﬁw m:yiﬁﬂ“hlhﬂsm“ Bave our Christmas Fro dizmer and added Mﬂymﬂ:&bﬂﬂﬁ-"-
iced with sprinkles and X i and ift mant of py chil

BAKING MEMORIES
by Bonnie Wheeler

I've been "wicked™
selfish this year.
Please leave only

one gift... Circle, a bow, a cons, or a dsxmond I dom’t know where more

a Winery! imaheal, beart snourflake or balks, toys can go.

e, [
Cofibs, — “hm &@Sh‘m
Tho bast parts of baking scants

foran family around %

My children wars fortunass to hno grand-  getting out of

make these the area other then Wo contizns to - have always beea ny fvorite time of

s0me get sprink a Ch

by Sally Hartikka

Andjvyﬁlg’wa::hup‘_
( AGerman Christmas )

by Sally Hartikka
In 1960 I was a student at the Froe

dizmner, i
ey
children ware expocted to parform. . perhaps
2 song, piece oo the piano, or recitation
During the the fathar skipped
out and weat into the parler, closing the
door. Thaan, the great climax of the calsbra-
tiom: The doors wure flung opem, and thare
was the tree, radiant with real candles om
them. Each perscn kad 2 tabls loaded with

Six decades plus more years cams, then did &ty
“Your bi wish now?” asked a grandchild
“To clizb! Up Province Mountain by the lake!™
Loaves binsd that trail with autumn gold and red.
Now? Tackerman Ravine. A winter climb to take.
“Too stesp! Too icy! Treachsrous.” some have said.

Strap co
T'vo passed the tixberiing. The summit is right thare. ous

all ths items on the tabla,
tha best gift of all was thair hospitality and
friendshup.

. J

A CHRISTMAS WISH by Bonnic Wheeler

When Santa asked Raylee what she wantod for Christmas, she asswared, “A dog.™ I was shocked. I had already
wrapped a baby doll and tea sst for har. Later that sams day, Raylse was looking out the froat window
wmingsao&wmmuighbunnthyblhu‘dhmingvuinhiw4 Thoy wars moving
away. sa3d, “Mosuney, their dog, Lady, & running after their car.” Raylos was crying and

yulling, “Stop, stop. Let ths dog . I picked her up and promised her that Lady would be fize.
1 put her to bed with her fxvarite Inllaby playing That evening I watchod the neighbar's dark
Saxta, I guoss you do have a dog for a very good little girl. I opensd the door and whistled
and Lady to came remming to ber now homa.
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Joy of the Pen 2017

The Verdi L. Tripp Fiction Award: Cecelia Hitte
for My Palestine
Fiction Honorable Mention: Margaret Elliott for Magda’s Wren
Margaret F. Tripp Poetry Award: Stephen Bloom for Bomb
Poetry Honorable Mention: Nicole Jakubowski for I am Vinalhaven
Richard F. Snow Nonfiction Award: John Leggett for James E. Strates and Pagan Jones
Nonfiction Honorable Mention: Monica Kissane for Redemption (The Funeral)
TPL Teen Scene Award: Hannah Wilson for Daddy Issues
Teen Honorable Mention: Natalia Pinette for Yellow Bird
Just Write Maine-related Nonfiction Award: Robin Orm Hansen for Meddling with the Children of Others

Verdi L. Tripp Fiction Award

My Palestine by Cecelia Hitte

The room at the Unitarian Center was packed. The American Friends Service Committee speaker, a well-
known human rights activist, had just cleared his throat, and was about to begin. The door behind the
podium burst open and a short, sturdily built woman with a bulging book satchel clutched under one arm
darted in front of the podium.

What nerve! She came down the aisle and settled herself onto the one empty seat. Which happened to be next
to me.

Well, I think one should do whatever one can. I know the rest of the world is in a sorry state. But this
woman'’s fervor seemed rather overboard to me. Whenever the speaker made a particularly dramatic point,
my neighbor nodded her head in agitation, turned toward me, grabbed my arm and said urgently, But what’s
to be done! What's to be done!

I studied her out of the corner of my eye. She was dressed in a long black coat that, in spite of the mild spring
weather, trailed to her ankles, and her curly red hair bounced vigorously with every emphatic word. I realized
1 had seen her before, rapidly walking across downtown Bartonville’s Court Street, black coattails sailing
behind her. She seemed to wear that garment in even the most temperate weather, as though protecting
herself from a moral chill.

The speaker wound up his talk and took questions from the audience. My impetuous seatmate leaped to her
feet. A stack of pamphlets slid out of the satchel, onto my lap, then the floor. Yes! she said. Yes! Yes! That's
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Joy of the Pen Reception 2017
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Best Christmas Gifts

By Gladys Szabo

The best Christoas gifts are free
Share them with everycne you see.

A smils or langhter given

May your holidxys be smiles and langhter
Contiming all the years hareaf

00"30\‘0*
Dear Santa,

Can warm lhmwnuh somecne’s dyy!

The Christmas Carolers by Bonnic Wheeler

The time was 6:30 PM co the Sunday
before Christmas. I had dressed in my
nightis, put an audio book in my cas-
setto player, and was resting in my bed I
board singing and realize the chmrch chair
was on a

zy porch. M-J‘v;_'yﬂy
ammdﬁ.hnwmn
by. We would meet at charch, choose our
somgbook, and gather the fruit badkets we
bad filled earbier With nmch marrizent, we
would than maks 3 parade in owr cars geing

1 burriedly grabbed a robe and weat to the
door to Ivite = About 12 chuzch

Gardens Aglow
by Sally Hartikka

The colorful Bghts
Cascading all around me
Dream world of childhood

Merry Christmas! We would begin our singing outside, appex? How did this bappea? I falt like Tidal housekeeping
and then comtimue imside for abowmt aight bad punched ms in the h S
Took your advice, Christmas carols. Aftar that b would  Danisl handed me the fruit basket, wo by Ceoslia Hitte
danced iike no one was mm—ﬁ;.;mhiwhs:wum b;‘lmﬁ-:whywl :-; Ths bowse had &lled
n our cars, we move carn to zext place. I s With leaves.
"ul"z; . o010 the ast o, v bcngprt o the fruit basket g Twm o o
Cowrt date pending .. This year, after the car accident, cm the other side of the fnce for good
not my best year. with knoos and disbetic woss, I couldn'tbe  didn't foal right! I wanted somscos alse o Trying to push back
partofit Ths rising tde
Always, Of winter.
Patty L. Sparks
Christmas Coffee Cup
Christmas Gifts
» .~I< by Bonnie Wheeler .
}%"‘ ol 4 Thanks for the presant of the red coffse cup for by Sofly Bortitta
£ Christmas. As I've grown older, my tastes have changed;
A - Hs loves it and uses it evary day. Tha Christmas gift most pleasing to me
b 2 Thare is oze problem though, Is not something clogant and pricey
be forgets it iz the microwave oven But time with my frisnds and fanuly.
) 2nd then humts around for it for half a dxy. Under ths tree what I hops to e
Christmas Thoughts  Hg also leaves it in his van or on the garage shelf. J) Is something mads by and for ms....
. He frots and consplains whea be loses kis cup, § No slsctronic gizmos or kigh-priced things
by Nonie Moody So plsase, zext yuar for his sake 2nd miza, J§8y,  Betexpenditure of time and the Jove it brings.
Thare are warm thoughts of Christmas  give him a cup with a very Jong line.
Hiding in the small places
The wcant of bakam fir trails ) )
Brings mamoriss of faces. Christmas Excitement
Masy Jovsly Christmas zmgs ) bywm out the kitchen doer window. We all
Find their way to the front row As litlo girls, and Twere watchod the mailman walk up to the doar
Wﬁmd{mpn Y e mysi playing nn'ymgmvu'yhprcn We quickly
Wil be nsod oftea | know. nicaly in the living soom oo Docsaibed oy oq cioner to mother and watched as
morzing. The Christmas troe had besn mw&.m&mmm
Baking the Christmas cookies at 2 local frm and was stand- oo two large
Ths cze favored with mutmag ing tall in the big bving room window. We “m-
B ‘boxes in his arms
With memories of mother had so noach fun the day before putting all
. to reach for the bowes, the matlman handed
As she cracks 3 single ogg. the long icicles oo the lowsr partof thatree o o Lo upside down. In the
Ol ornamet on tha tree Bad Santa T e Pl tzamsfar tho baxss kad two fain somnds.
Shings with faded colored glass “um"“‘"hm Cristmas morning md,-np.dnp-am Wo hald hands
While Christmas lights sead a glow  You took away Capt. Mikes While we played close to the Christmas modmm Wo wero getting
) ) Qur faverite seafocd place he baby for Christmas. Mother was most
Chistosas cards 2o small and thin Thair doors closed for good m'.”;'d mhddm&&u:“‘“ unkappy and told s to quist down or she
Thinking of thow who are daar So you can. your Christmas snack drivoway "‘:_”h hﬁ'; would be giving the boaxes to the needy, as
Hand written notes tacked inuide Whiat we want 15 50t Baing inquisitive kachan hmstied boedroom
Sent to Joved coes far and nsar. e 2 Sotin your pack lock out the window. Mother was Jooking ths thas fo e
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- Write On Writers - +#¢ Holiday Supplement N\
f " A ° Sy - ‘... e - '.. “.' e & ': -4 |i E U
-&‘ "'“ll"b‘é . ° B °
-,lf" In .h ‘33-‘-: ”
e e REC Winter *
¥ 45 * %
A Winter Song . 5 by Virginia Sabin 2 2
by Bonmie Wheeler & Atimaof locking Sorwasd o peing = ' ‘
Standing at my door, locking cut at the (] . 4
m;.?hndcddwﬁ;o:‘ A P~ ‘?sm“""’ *aymoe”c?m“' ‘
1 stop to Listen to 2 wee bird singing. - A timo of Iatar daw of sastier dusk Maer
1 souila, thinking of oy warm clothes, house, car, 4 & %  Ofcowringincomfortanddwk  Lastnight the moon and stars shone clear and bright
zy pantry full of od - vk A tims of pondaring Now the £rst smow is seftly falling
and I'm compliaiag the bitter cold b Aneadoftmecrasesson 2o tho world is winter white
while this tiny bird has nono of thess, R . ¥ Midst shopping, baking, wrapping, s the holidays draw near
yot, it sings to the wozdd. i % - Let's all fnd ttme to pause and Hsten
How that bumbles ms a3 I walk outside First Snow ¥ tosproad Jove and chear
with 2 saddex foeling of abundance. T * By Bonnic Wheeler e And 2: the ysar draws to an ead R
i -es% My wish is for peace and joy to you, dear Friead.
Bathed in background fog - 7 Happy Haoukkah Marry Christmas and a Happy New Yoar!
oy a4 d TN * Twatch as the prosent appears -
93 7% . * 7% o) scans mmfolds, totally cloar - :
» » »* Wizters for w3 snow storms 52y, {'ﬁ %} !
&gxu & = Tk x’tv-* “Hallo™— o * Nr%
Sy "“‘7:; / 7R
& Images Eas Thank you to our generous sponsors:
- | by Patty L. Sparks %
v | | mataensa | ' Gulf of Maine Bookstore
e mdiﬁ*’
e » - S0 Lighthouse Deli'& Market
¥ ¥
o ~ * o ~ * - - - -
o BT AT Village Heritage Society of Brunswick
< g - 3 LV R
1 Koy o i Koy .
e Sparks/Zeitler Endowment Fund
Snow Like Wool Poem In Your Pocket Program
by Nonie Moody
A soft blasket of the 2 i
B o o o g e = The Hawks’ Family
an Anonymous donor
\ /
NI Snowfall
Winter Solstice =\ by Virginia Sabin
. z Even with a threat of baing blown
pokigainiad SN e T ri——— =
darkness (2 T S N O freezing
falls on darknoss r NS T will remensber thiz moment
rfuge L7 \t\"/,,} Of mowfall
without dreams <N Y NS Words cannot describe its beauty
sounds oN Uy Its Euffy white comeorting
beyond the wintar Its covering all
calmnoss Even the tiziest twig
Not folt . remembered The Snowflake Protecting it from an icy change
by Sally Hartikka
—_— Considar the lowly saowfako Winter Night
December Again lyq P m&‘m by Rose Maric Mayer
by P-KAllen @u LN Diffar uight'y in formation Tea dagreas below
= ot et b / '\. ars like mowfiakes; Bright moon glsaming, stars shining
s comes o =l B R
Bringing Santa Clmsws with presents What exists in our creation! D
Along with some boliday _‘*’é’ 3;5 % e L
Buti the winter \ 3t w28
Wi:d::“o(lhn.hll‘:ldu“ * - ade * * * :’1};& ?& %
And ighrs that e long and cld ¥ 2 o oaa o Wy * * :
blistary winds that blow. 4 co ‘i\{, % * N
Some poopls Jeavs for the south o ! W™ i X S
To sxjoy that warm southern suz " * & & \ * . *
With its mild and gentior climate ~ X * * 7 Pk . T A,
Whars they can rozop and have fun. x, . \ *' » L To 5N o . ‘* ., ‘.' v S 4
Leaviag the rest of us to eavicusly tail w o X 8N e '.‘*u, B Savy N W e e e
Waiting for spring to come Glal snd W& &,’ s o SN 7‘ g 1,; Vg Vit o 2 ¥ o LE LA
our sidewalks and CA Vg T W, KRR e P NS Yy
While our fingers and foet go mumsh. Vi VRSP AN Ot *5H
k  ZA LS exs & J
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Write On Writers

O Tannenbaum Christmas - Past, Power Outage

By
(Inspired by Holman Day's Pine Tree Ballads)
Snowbanks hine every winding campa: path.
She walks from chems hab up hill to her dorm.
Two big exams and math.
Ralisf from winter's blast—a fricndly building warm.
Just in the extry hall, mail boxes line the wall.
Box 3047 A letter came today?
She bnrries! Reach that treasars now! Stand tall
From Moex! From home—mahich seams so far away.
Just now the dizmer chime drifts the adr.
Young womsa's chatter fills the dining
Bafors the meal—20 scoths their every cars,
They sing, “Laxnd of the forest....” With thanks for blossings all.
She's thankfual for the mail that came todyy.
From Moor—from bome which seems so far swzy.
Some calls to make! "Il take soms time.
Tl sl Tyl
Mains Masqee will do that comedy sublime
Lowe's Labowrs Lost. Notlmg‘ulmdzy
Bafors the eveming's work—stady and review—
&Mm‘mmumm;m
Plans are taking place for family celobration
Christmas! Home at Stevens Corner! Sweet elation.
Mom's lotter says, “Christmas! Three
We'll place a candls oo each window il
Well fashion seven wreaths—ons for sach door. :
Rum cakes? Sugar cookies? Bake? Wo will!™ ey
But back to papers om the desk piled kigh— X
A history paper dus. She broathss a sigh
Mom's from bome she treasures 30...
At Stovens Corner, Christmas Bghts will glow.

#x ® K » ® <
< Christmas

by PK. Allen

Each Christmas brings 2 w:nth
To a winter that's long sy
'lhn.h-.dmpﬂurmdbnhnuy
With those you Jove to bold.

It brings sounds of joy and laaghter
That we'll ramember through the ysars,

Along with a visit from carolars,
Bringimg sweot music to our Gars.

ufe,.

£

&
¥

Fod

2l

M

just 2 good book ar fwo to read.
What I 566 in the far fature

a3 my time on this Earth ends,
-huhdlfh‘uﬂy&iqhmﬂ!ynd.
Tl probably say, “That Dopends.”

A by Betty Bavar Future, And Presents by Elizabeth B. Bates o 047
¥ Al tros on Christmas Evewaiting. 0y PK-Allen e The wind blew strong, while I2ad 3 L
White candle sticks clipped on its ‘When I'was just a young Iad R dream )
#  branchos. =y Mother said to m, g vmmykissdogusoguam 5. &
Farsily and friends gatharod around “If you are a good bay. Twiksinfiar. Atmebtlowdown, Ay,
Sipping brandy with German sweet treats waiting. thars 1l be presents undar the tree” A1 2 craah 5o nsar, [ran to we. ' -
The time has coms for tradition So T took har advice to heart, A pole lnd mappod, the wires waro dangl K
Serike a match, light sach candle. ,&w and was polite 2 I could be. The lights were cut and something was
Sing Christmas carols to celobrate ¥ Whaa Christmas cams along, Iwas toarfal in the black 50 scary. *
Ths Hoaventy Child bora in 2 manger Ppresents wers there for me. The cat was the dog not
True meaning of Chri anda bod traditi wwaro tracks. and cars. and 3 togoout, just whining, his oyes staring.
x“:..'-mnﬁ» S and gma. I ran or the door to the stair-dark callar
We Weep : and bold cato the raiks 2 I crept thers.
by Bonnic Wheeler { Musmwm?hmulmfnachm
P The dog bad come with ms as we waited an hour.
We ride our bikes N Thea we climbed to the kitchen, whers the notse had abated
We go to concerts > but the house was still dark. The dog did go out,
We worship in church but the cat was still hiding. I found an old flashlight
Forbappinessandpeace < and lita candle. A track socn went by, its lamps
Than bormific evil disrupts Y \nﬂ' flashing. The dawn would socn be nsar
Iznocsnt blood Sows . was passing into smiling and langhing.
Axd wo weep LT

b

Christmas Memories

Christmas Lights and, of course, Santa Claus. So
zoch fan and w0 xmck a part of our calsbration.

by Rose Marie Mayer

Where do noy Christmas memories bogin? Maxy
yoars ago now and 5o maxy more have been added
= betwosn. Bz, Jot's just start back thers. In those

Ths next-door naighbors came cut and waved,
Ths storm was gons, and the world was saved.

Christmastime
by PK. Allen
Twas the day bafore Christmas

around
For last mizate Christmas presents

All over the town

*

o

Finally, always, after w0 Jong, Christmas morning
would arrive. First, Dad kad o go down i the callar
and shake down the furnace and put in some more
coal 50 it would be warm and cory. Tham, be would

erman, Again why? - \io, Had Santa really brought i? Iwas allowed dowa
me‘hﬂ.ﬁ:::!ﬁkm before the others. Iwould sit at the pianc and opsa
and loving} i in our school clas hhﬂﬂfﬂlm!hdlﬂp‘l)‘li:ll.u
The excitement was Dad was in the 1< lnddu!xxgm’ Il"&l m!".n'“
garage finithing a dollbouse for Ruth, Mom mll'l 1 uniles and hugs and
still knitting the socks that would be part of ALY Kissesall i Presents would be
-yupdymlupdﬁl.plixdm > ab. but ot the h

figure skates. The special dollies would be _{_;"f,',\. M" m-ﬂﬁnagdﬂ.&llgg
bromght out and drossed in their hobiday ' 3o broakfast and wo all got & din

finery; Richic's Lional trains would be set up
with the amzing buildings that Dad bad fash-*.*"

rpmndnm.nmmm

‘}n

the Ch tree. Wo wouldn't be able to
%6 it from where we were waiting at the top of
the stairs, but we could ses the colors reflocted in
the windows. Thare had besa 2o trace of 2t before
this magical moment, where had they hidden it?

childron ot tham, the beloved carcls, the Christmas
story, the men's chodr, Dad sang in that. Back homs,
there would be cur stockings, filled with all mannar
of treasure. It would comtizes for the rest of the

yum—my
Bad
A Holidzy symphoay of hearts and home over-
Sowing with love 2nd joy. And thess are caly soms
ofmy of Ch Aanl NI,

Y
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Christmas Wonderland by Gladys Szabo

Driving up the narrow, winding, wooded back road we
wondar 1f we are at the right place. When we suddaaly see
red-nosed reindser in the woods and the sky lite up Lke day
tine, We are cartain we have arrived at the magical werld called
Christoas Wondarland.

Approacking the satrance, holidyy xmsic surrounds us as Mr.
Whipple, known as Mr. Christmas, greets everyone with 2 hardy
hand shake. Littio known 0 azyone, 26 holds 2 counter in his left
hand, recording the mamber of visitors. He would later enter the
total om his special calendar used to kesp track of the thousands
ndthamndso(vimhlm&rnm“w

We begin ow;m'y‘ down the I'M.I§ thongh
this magcal Thm-' i each of us takes over.
Ch‘ drod twelve thy iz Hights create
lmﬁm-ﬂ..h“mawnmm
by three bundred-fifty sensatiomal animated swcenss; all moving
bhxmm“wqhdnmlmdnphr
ing an ing smow village d skatars,

Thero ware shalves of dolls represanting other countries dis-
playing their holidxy cutfits.

At last we are greeted by Jolly O&Suxnkng-hxn
‘would like for, each of ws 2 red-striped candy
“ﬂnhmmﬂqmdﬂhmm«@
L4
'.TC'»;
%

8

by Patty L. Sparks

at the magical North Pols. It traly warms the beart, filling us with
joyfal expectations ufabmﬁmn Happy Holidzys!

Chm@nwwmmw Whipple a=nd his

“mwhmh-ﬂuh“uﬂhhlﬁw
the track, adusting the transmission, the body of the truck, along
with &5 ths ten-ton payload, came crasking dows ca Edmuxd Has
disd instantly.
In the late sixtios Mr. docided to honor Ednmind

g the Chri b £ bad done. Wﬂmb{

Hs nover charged admission. Nover 2 ticket booth. |t was never
about making monay. Ha belisved pecple would give what they
could afford; that iz wiry he only et out an unmanned donation
Jar 2t the end of one's Christnsas Wondarland visit.

Qur family mads the journsy for many years and akrays came
away amazed and £llod with holidyy spirit and the good=ess of

%&ag

1@@,{

Power Outage
by Virginia Sabin

Candlelight deepens playful
shadows
On walls and ceiling

Moments
by Ralph
THANKSGIVING...
closes the doors of the Past.
A celebration of the year last.
Of cur trzamphs and fadlures;
of friends, foes, and nsighbors.
NEW YEAR'S...

_ THUS.
i bty
nothing would be,
of friends, foos and neighbars.

Joseph

by Vince McDermott

The census came 2t 3 very bad time. Mary is with
child and har time is very noar. She had a &iffi-
cult journey when we
Bethlebor:. When we arrived I was not able to find
any rocen for us. We have to stay in a stablo with
an:mals. The owner and the stabls boy are very kind

traveled from Nazareth to

Time Passes e With flickering light and tried to make us as caméortable as possible. At
by N Enhances color in wall paintings hlﬁ“mmlﬂpmdﬁ\ﬂ.l elameats.
. ‘ ! Softens scarred tables I have besn a poor kasband - not being able to
andmdm 2 And aging faces propary care or zry wife and the child which will bs
SG38004, S62s0ns 5 Summens closeness with us very soon. I bope that the birth will be without
meﬂny‘m & )T ead by the : problems and pray that we will be able to return to
And thea thay dizappear * T oz by the light Nazarsth and the quist ifs wo had thars. But 1 am not
il & And warm by the hearth m::'nlgﬁin‘ymxyﬁdhgh
Callod ifo - ;‘i: cuz Eves will be far from normal in the future.
& b
It Only Took Sixty Years by Marcia Good Townsend
“Hallo Cisco!™ “Patty Play Pal” a doll nearly as tall 23 seweral pictares in the Towmsend Album  road and in the vicinity, but Lizwood's
“Hallo Pancho™ mo who had the same straight brunctte  of the padr, in full western gear, nding the  oyes honed in om the correct building and
“Hi Ho Silver, Away!™ hurndhnp.lbmfnlhhsdwxn mmm&mwﬁw pazking lot. The big scalptars of 2 horse
“Happy Trails To You!™ whan I'was uix, and many, ftems Farm in Roadfield. This picture always mhndqhhwhuahdg\v—
This s bow every moraing .glﬂyﬁm‘d-dkn‘dllq&ny alicits an imokantary *sigh* from me. >way, but ming were taking in the loss of
started in the 50's for ms and my Lttle  Clothing abways appeared and was less  Whea it was his turn to talk, Texpected  sbomt 10 to 15 or 50 tross on the opposite

brother. It was preceded by the black
and white test pattern with an Indian
chief in the center While we waited for

that pattern to dissclve on our telovision
wcrosm, as the alder I'd scramble
%0 the basement landing the big

tin of large hard pretzels resided. Aftar
scooping wp a basket full, I'd stop in the
Kkitchen to prepare two glases of milk
NOW cur Saterdyy morning was ready to
commance. We'd watch our favorite west-

approciated until oy tosa years, of coursa.
Ons yoar, Iop-dlhpbuldtlbn
was 2 beautiful pair of

for sixty years and for many

of them, the desires of the fue year old

were @ven by her. In the sammar

udhlld’2017lhgnmmnb¢
1g it out Jond.

almost everything we ate...3t jast wasa't
ecessary. My Littlo brother dida’t care...
um:’nmummbm care
about clder sistars or “important” things
in her mind?

Over the yvars I remember special
Christmas prosents that arrived via Santa's
charity and later becanse of Mom & Dan.
uh‘nx"ﬁny'fm"‘hnlmﬁn.

load to ths talo of always having wamted
cowbey beots. Now, zoy hmsband is a man
who understands. His own devoted parsats
had succumbed to thair needs when he and
his cwn litds brother were young. We have

to bear ome of his tales of Readfiald, the
Auxts and all things boyish that ke and

ButIwasa't so outof it to

Ho saloctsd both the
best and worst day of
the week for ws. Mind
you, ALL days wore bad in that we ware
in the process of surviving 2 too long

that also tock cut the al
rmmmmmmbl:z

Androwcoggin River ware daily chores of
which be never complained and the results
meant we had “fusking” privileges in cur
own homs.._2 real treat during outages!
No...a “bad” day for us was a rainy o=e.
Rainand clouds meant the houss was even
darker and nosded candles and fachlights
during the day, too.

So'l'hndlynm‘knkﬁtnpxk
the cocler meant room or porch tampara-

Orono we went! The GPS was about 98%
accurate in that it got us to the comrect

sids of the road Like in cur

Inside, * was warm and their power
had bean restored the bafore. My
eyes were wide and nuy hoart was dancing
around in my chost whea I spiod the racks
of real western boots in the next room! For
TWO HOURS I tried o boots and made
decizions about hosl types, thea colors,
then fancy or plain. I came away with a
hsart and soul that kad bean quisted. The
Little girl that I was, the grown lady that
T've becoms...well .. we were both very
happy. Each of us got a pair of boots! The
ownars of the store even threw I “boot
jowelry™ which is comprised of long tur-
quoise sueds tassels and conchos that snap
onto the tabs ca the top of mxy boots.

The next day we were back to grazing for
food at local grocary stores and acquiring
sloctricity for phones, tablets, and chargers
2t the library and amywhare we could thank
of to go (Pecpls Pius included) But.. it
wasa 2nd whan I Jooked to
nd.hmhlmmym:x
that of those tassels, fluttering in the wind!

“Ahbhh” .. sixty years WAS a2 long time,

bmc-'tuly'wﬁn!
\hybohbdddoulﬂhngmpx
tical... ke Joarn to spit! J
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February 2018 People Plus News Page 3

Ra”)ii thng. MOST members of the Write on Witers wers delighted by the mid-win-
tor visit of member Ralph Laughlin, who clisissed 10 be in the anea, soeking ways 1o
move back %0 Maine from Virginka. Ralph (cenncr, scated) was dlso spotied at the January
Men's Broak feed.

Write On Writers
“Out of Our Minds” debuts this month!

Ot of Onr Mincls, the newest lierary cre-  Bates, Betty Baver, Ruth Fochrisg, Thormas
aton of the People Plas Contor’s Write O Hallenbeck, Charlotie Hare, Sally Hanikks,
“Mwﬂhplmd'mqﬂ;w Cocelia Hime, Paul Karwowsk, Russ

will meet twenty
asthors who have

o animals, 10 life expericaces, o holiduys, puschase at the Poople Plas Center, and
1o O timeos, our seasons and life in Maine™  the book willl be 1o the
9.201%

Wiriters included in the book are: Elimdeth CwumAMhm
Author’s Chat features “Out of Our Minds™
Wed, Oct 24, 2 pm. The 20-plus membee’  introduction to the book, which is dedi-

writers of Owt of our Mindy, the sewest  cated 10 former memberes Charles Payne
literary creation of the People Plus  asd Adelaide Geernelli, |

Center's Write On Writers will de “Within s covers you will mect twoaty
hoated st the Center daring an Asthor's authors whom have created stories
Chat o Wednesday, Oct. 24, begin- and poems for your pleasuro
ning a1 2 p.m, mad oy " writes Paul

Wreiters iscladed in the Book Karwowski, who helped edit
sre: Elizabeth Bates, Betty the peaject, which he said is
Bavor, Ruth Fechring, Thomas the writer's proup’s eighth major
Hallesbeck, Charlotte Hart, projest. “Diversity, talent, dodi-
Sally Hastikka, Cecelia Hite, cation and wisdom are some of the
Paul Karwowski, Russ Kinse, characteristics of these suthors,” he
Ralph Laughlin, Rose Marie added, “Their writings deal with »
Mayer, Viece McDermotr, Wayne variety of subjects ranging from family,

Mogk, Nonke Moody, Ginay Sabin, Patty 50 asimals, to life experiences, to heli-
Sparks, Seabo, Marcia & Woody  days, 1o our times, owr seasees asd life i
Townsend and Boasie Wheeler. Marcis  Maine”

Townsend designed the book's cover and  Copies of Owt of owr Miads will be availe
added illastrations threughout the 200  able foe parchase at the eveat for oaly
page volume, Charlotie Hart wrete the  $14.95, and at tho Center after that date.

JO-A015
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PeopLE PLus Pic oF THE WEEK

THE PEOPLE PLUS WRITE ON WRITERS prowp hokd oo cophes of Thewr nawest My ore
aticn, “Out of Our Minds,* whlch Gebutod tast month. The book s & conpilation of worka
of 20 suons, Thair writings deal with & vaviety of sutjects nging fom family. 10 ank-
mais, % Mo asperences. "Out of Our MIngs” is the sighth publcation from the witing
.wwmmmnlmnmwmmu “Out of Owr
Minds® will be avaliable for ot the center on Union Street. For more infoemation on the
writing greup and other clibs at Pecple Plus vist peoglegiusmane org.
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Season’s Greeﬁngs from the 7%1’6 Ounl

Twelve Days of A Mainer’s Christmas © Lyrics by R Neil Laughlin
0-‘1 day of Christmas nzy tres Jows gre o me a 0.‘.@.‘., 'Cheistmas ozy tros

in3 pme s, bwpmb @um“
Oll&w-lby ﬁmhwp
10 8. . two Bean bear inapine Ew&dﬂ-Do& .i-hﬁa gﬁshﬂ
trea. stixky shunks, two Bean Boots and a black

On the third day of Christmas may trao love. 0% 2 2 P0G 756,
e 9o ma. . thros stinky sk, two Bean Ol‘anl.hydm-ymhw

Boots, and a black bear in a pize res. e toma. . -ning guys 3 buntin', cight cagios
Wl
sy SEREEREE |
- stinky doumks, two  PUCRS. tie atizky shunks, two Bean Boots Foxboro December Night
B-Booaﬂluﬂb-nu :;‘Mb-"“p_'“ - by Charlome Hart
.\' ey o = Is g 1947 Fonbro, Mssacons w3 nry

gﬁydm mm::;-nqh town. No thoppiog zealls No meeals. No otk

pnb-!n‘ 2 @hmbd&hwm
F cagles soaring, seven kobstars bodimg, six
N ﬂnomky“xmhn&eu clammsees clasmizg. Five Chick &-Dess... o ot Fesbeen Do 1
2nd a biack bear i a pine tea. Sour buffin’ puffizs, hres stinky deumkis, two mxh::u Mlﬂun" :
Baean Boots and 2 black bear in 3 pine tree. o vis oy

On fhe sixth Christmas £amily and alio %o taks adv: of Rbods Istand g wars.
e o of e On dhe cleventh day of Chrismas 05y 0. | Fio wondd £l the tunk of our Clovrolotwith gas 2t 17
r ferming Five Chicl S0 to me. . aleven mvens Anting, fa cants a gallon
a-Does.... four baffin’ puffins, m-ammm‘m gkt hcdld.lbm*m-sdm
thzee stinky skunks, two Bean *‘“‘“‘_T Fon &l.;ﬂnﬁvn&mlhtb%
Boots Tlack bear mMm Foxbaro, in desp durk woods, we
o . =% Sour i’ poffe, fros stiky domka, 80 | - o Thg Coy o wondd ot start. Dad

4' 1 e &-Bous-h&dh-napm o bood T am frp -y
%0 ma...seven Jobsters h"“"ﬂ boars 2 decping, “All we cam do s ope somecns drives cut this way and
ix Clammers clane. GV [VE0S TADNNZ, 150 MO0 3 m3tng, offars to halp.” For 2 wiie we sat thero in the freazing

ing - Five Chick-a-Deos, . 200 23 2 untin’, **mm‘ ddlﬁlﬂmuhxwd:q-n-’
zmng. 0 shaud Fimally hoadlights through o woods, and
Sour brafEi e e pﬁn—. Mister”" '

stinky two Bean truck “Neod soms halp, Mis
Boot: mdablackbearina ooy skunks, two Bean Boots and a black “Tam ﬂr_,ﬁ_ Dad told theman.
i tros. bear m 2 pine tree. ‘Tl tako a think you're night First, lot's get your
== wifo and kiddos to 2 warm placa™ We pied imo the tuck
ni-ndw-:::qﬁd:;]-n man's homo A
i i woed stove lled the place wi warmth. “These pecple
Atcma:nsshme A;?:Is by Gladys Sszabo —t— * o o vld s i B
Alken Angels v havo bheard oo high bar be was goimg to take nxy dad 2nd B car o Scomy's
Wintris calling Wo often hoar at Christmas tims . Gangs
Tio weathir is appallizg Some poople think of Angals with fowing gowns W-nn-bwodm&:ﬂ-glnwd
In this seascn of the year I Angelsallaround ¥ work at bar sewing machins, ‘T
Childsen are "l:-hh::n_quﬁsmm - G ﬁh&n—l‘-:"hﬂuhn pa
pchmmp-sm Of an unsarmizing Wo-uhﬂ-dmlﬂ » Dad and owr
lndyi:‘dxmb- A mmils, atouchorjusta now friend arrived with our o Aswe
Chrristmas bells are ringing Angels work in aim_h"ﬂ.l'b?‘wld!nn‘pug_m;ryh
Carolers are uznging Through thows on sarth - night and days. TepaIrL. L ot
Sazta clmuse is bringx for ysars.
Bags &llod with gifts and toys

Candles are gleaming Christmas Wish W £ A
wlmﬂ‘ by Bonnse Wheeler 30 Iy X B4
i/

Christmas trees 270 teenuing L]
With gifts for girls and boys ‘What would your perfect Christzas gift be? %7y 3 L “
Lots of monsy? A new car? A $0-inch TV? Dear &
I'm thinking mry wish would be What 2 ysar! The intarnst :
oy AN Sitting safe and warm by nzy Christmas tree =r:-"“;:§-d e
Besido family and friends singing Christmas 2y family. they. e
S e e oteiingtm o g Christmas Tree
S~ othar. As ahways, wine and by Virgiuia Sabin
cookies will be naxt to the You foll into my Jot
A Christmas Letter From Cousin Joe reclizer, halp yourself. Trussed up with stone
by Charlotse Hart MERRY CHRISTMAS! m':;“
A lotter and family piboto from Joe! This cme will be a bit diffarent T know: Yours truly, Dafyiag odi
My fverite kind of holidxy chear, BUT Joo's family doss not ook happyIfoar. 4,  PattyL. Sparks m“"!‘mg:!:;‘q
fo i T pad Tk ¥ B
3 3 g -, - -
Littie Nancy ate lots, kept asking S mors. b I;k » {g’ wh_m‘:ﬂ“;ym‘h
At family photo time, shs threw up o the foar. * * ' ing tall
Auzt May wondars why doos OUR sink over fow ¥ P As“"‘!m“
May dos lousy work dihes WEknow! 3¢ , W +e * camfort
sos-us»wum sad lattar * * * ~
We DO ave faith—Christmas just has to bo beter. I~ o
While Tam 2t it, dear and Friends, . 5 e * % * " %
T tall you how the year 2018 ends. e e ;.‘2:3_ Lo ! -a’,‘t
As you kaow, I teach music, have great high schoolband. % " L 3% * " L
My band won great bonor—ths best in the ..,’iv- * * * * *
Picked to represant the state. How cool! M * X X
But than . _rey lead trumpet player thrsatned o blow up the schoal! x R 2 \ X LS
Nover mind' We'd play withou hirs in tho state band parads. .. o A * 4 b L AhK
Trumpet Plyysr Two would commands. We bad it made. v
Sﬂhuywdllhuap&n—m * >
Tiwo, with 2, mads the wremg call
ﬂhﬂsw“uym
49 bands marched Jeft. Our band

I do lmgh I dom't cry, Frisnds and Family w0 dear,
k;hihqﬁhtwodlhu-ﬂm)&rl’w.‘
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Remembering Our Child- A Memorable Christmas Shopping
hood Christmas Tradition by Gladys Szabo by Bonnie Wheeler
by Betty Bavor Oze of my m0st memnorable Christmases, which may sound uzassal, was at the Q‘M&nmfu&uwﬂﬂ
Chri d our minds until mqnﬂ.mmamhﬂ‘:wg i z-‘ua_mmy hxb:hlmmn
after Thanksgiving which was a family r p’ndd-r'-an W5 0 WO WIS up opening 3 d
T = iy PN - by i i
e b=t Sm*!! ey v e dollars. Sinco 3 bad outside
2xd nry cldar brother pﬂhdsmsh{ grean bag with stufsd animals and mlhdw 2was e )
ﬂﬂlhﬂﬂmpl&qlmqu c-chm.d thres alves to the mursing homa. e pﬁm‘
a farm_ That meant chores had to be rou-  P2ck slung oo Santa’s back, jingle bells ringing, we satered the nuring bome hwbm could 'MI PP=g
tinaly dons every dyy. Our second brother Witk Ho. Ho Ho's. Many residents were in the activity room singing Christmas ol ?;mmyﬂhhl picked wp
was born ten years after me — a big surprise caols, ooy mom inchaded. The reaction was like a child's first Christmas. The iiwzh:u“hmmﬂt
or should I say Lntle iso! I share thgs  S%citemsent was overwhalming. Hands reaching out, ading what Sants bad T e
fact 2 the Christmas Som ] ams remnems- Mﬂxhuyanﬁdml:.-hdqu:n::ﬂqu ;Ld' P .?’“
bering did not include ‘brother. arms. Watcking 2 child, brought my candy B0
Returzing o Mw‘l’hﬂg\ -yu.h-ﬁmhi ﬂslgﬂ we spent 3 fow minutes with noy mom. RS l&_&- and o
mih e mma SEmIUOSTESIAESe ™ AT i |
We Wers. AR | sl
Mmﬂml::m cn the two Soors 50 Do ome was missed. The :i‘l Mﬁ.‘ﬁ I-.j é ﬁ
ey troes in our cha Sorstu-  Joyimss and comersations are memaries Iwill have forever. zuts AL
dents to decorate. We Jearned Clristmas anmﬁml’m.lunyzm they Sllowed ustothe  dad and pop. IH:iSnmnd:ﬁnm
carols, the 7, §* and 9* graders put on a eleator hoting, choss holidzy
mammphymdnp:—d Im'ﬁ'.”“ﬂN‘m!:ﬁ-mlﬂwﬁmhymyF-ﬂ- :“"‘::'“’-n::rm
forever to finally open the last Advemt Santa, mm_ﬂmh
o+ fed godnihd'npn.hmm
Christmas fair was an anmmal swent. The A
largs blue spruce tree in front of the town's 3 b 8 ~
Ebrary was ceremonicusly Lighted for our Al JA™ ”W.:;_l::hmuﬁyndhﬁ
town Christmas tree. Homes were adoraing N—:, A nd:ymh t
Lights and decorations. We bad selected a O J(% "uﬂ?“m 'ﬂymmﬁm‘nﬂ:t
treo from the pastare and set it up in the s i Gl e b hwmhlo CI:mw
pldﬂ'-ln;g‘ﬁ:&l;?bbmd' \ hl:hhlhmdlhx
-ﬂu-ﬂ-n—dnchm!‘-ic shopping with Mams at the cemetery.
while decorating our tree with precions
ornameats. Several days before Christmas
Eve zy brother and I selected a socking to
hn:l?ybmdwumbﬁqm Letter To Santa
boping Sants would come to cur house. by Klizabesh B. Bates
The Christmas was performed by Please, Saxta, in your dress so red
the Sunday school ‘om Christmas chae away our memorios 50 blus.
E:ﬁﬂmndbylﬂﬂhb!h-ms-n Ramind us thers is peace somewhsre,
arrive at our house filling stockings to and we will get there if ke
bulging and lsaving preseats under the we L we try. Bike you

trea. As mentiomed sarlier, chores needed
to be dons and our mom and mamy were

busy 2 sumprucus Christmas  Barbis dolks baby dolls. kinds
dinner. 3 morzing my brother & Em;hhp;:ynmofs:-yl
T axplored our stockizgs which = R ——  cars and {
L0 B e ek P oo ek ik
thero was 2 tangerine or orangs, several I the it the
muts, ribbon candy, 2 candy came and a S pblofpﬁl“mhl bmh*"_
Thammmmd.ﬁnlly Chredds
%Mhm“ . uﬂrhﬂ‘; Ppiog =
mm‘“‘“wh’"“m T still can hoar their andj
m.\ﬂhﬁl# mlwuhdlr 0.
dewfmﬂymh My childrea all grown
of Jesas barth Charished = grown
rios of celebration Jomg ago warms  Lifemzowso
heart pickod up a doll with thoughts of buying it
Goodwill to all - and For old times sake.
hhm Mm” Now if's great grandchildren I awadt.

Christmas Tree Lot by Momte Moody

Tharo is a chill in the ar

With 2 fow snowflakes

As we opea the car door

A faint Christmas carol is ending.
1 foel the Christmas sperit

As the scant of balsam fir drifts.

Which tree will we select this ysar
And will 1t be cne I caxn Lift?

Wo zzast make a cheice and select.
ing cold and mamb.
is not the coa.

Woh’:hnhh’nhm

Thair nsedles are short and dark green.
With visions of gifts under its branches
Tha tall and lean is the best we've seen.

ey ry e

You bring us gifts that £l cur hearts with joy.
Wo forget to thank you, but you do not cars.
You are rushing to dsliver Jove to all,

Then back to work oo magic for next year.

Time to bake 2 ham with swoet
n_mmyiwomndmm

Time to chop wood and uncover sDOW gear
SMILE - winter has arrived hare
I you cant, you'rs in the wrong state

Christmas 2018
by Bonnic Wheeler

(1950's)
by Party L. Sparks
nupndm

Claldrea's syes a0
wide with wondar
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Christmas Fair A
byBeuyl!avar
Hallowsan is history, Thank: cathe
borizon and Christmas Ciusch mﬁm!
place to surround us with the spirit of the
Christmas Season. Church mambers have bean

sure tables, vintage tree ornameats and deco-
ratioms, hand crafied woodsa and traims,
Christoas boutique tablos, tables and
mthm-ﬂﬁnSmhnn

and Exch

mhnnmn::phnﬂ:ﬂhndu
true meaning of Christmas as ther focus.

Santa land is where children are

imvited to sit om Santa’s Iap to tall him what they

‘would like to find in ther Christmas stocking

hlhonuhuﬁnmng
Ho was Joan 25 a radl, if the mwwls.
hhahd]ﬂnbhd
the fire and et
bo was fromen

Ho glared back at me as if I was setting 2 trap.

Church Tradition The Day After Heirlooms on the Tree

and under the Christmas tree oo Christmas by PK Allen by Charlome Hart

morning. There might oven be a children's T'is the day after Chri The tack each wi

table or rocm for children caly, whars they can And 21l through the house Trimming the Yaletide tree

buy 2 gift for mom, dad, brother, sister, rela- Pareats are resting ing precious hed

s and friands. After browsing and finding 3 And 50 is the mouse Hanging them—carefully!

perfact, ons of akind, gift for special people ca

. hlﬂﬂylmnﬂlﬂ'i-‘*ﬁl' Stockings are eazpty Near the top Grandmother's elves
mgn-mlyuf cocksd to Allp pped Dance in suits of gold.
m.mmmmx mb‘:nu;-n. Grandfather's peini skates and slods are
e i Woodsn Nostalgic to babold

Clurch Fairs are fosthve traditions fostering ”

faith, llowship, missicn, and funin 2 twinkly  Children are Imddled Our tree has grown in nearby woods,
groens, the Playing games ca TV Christzmas is due.

aroma of food, mulled cidar, soft Christnmys  Chessing and shouting Evergrean scant £lls the room

back ground music and happy poople make And laghing with glsa And drifts the whols housa through

these fars a glorious place to celebrate Jesus

Birthdyy. May we keop the true of ):.g:m"::rms This year we add tan snowfiakes,

Christmas in our bearts axd lot joy, Jove and — Oval. diamond, round.

poxce saround us all now 2nd Then all of the chldren Cut in inericate

coming year. Bappily By childrea's hands with joy profound.

Another Night Before Christmas

by R. Laughiin
(The first twehw Lines are from “A Visit from St Nacolas™
by Clsment Clarke Moo, first published = 1823)

Tmtbm'ghhﬁyd:ﬂm.hnm'hhu

ters tho shutters, and threw up the sash. o) & i : N M

Th::;uﬁohund’ -:Pﬁl-mw ¥ * . '\ *
ﬁnhmd‘md-d:yln balow. ' X The Day After Christmas %

E‘-\ fying oo the ground in a A m&umk - by Sally Hartlba H= g

!-hhdﬁn-u'hh h&g >!< thﬁbﬂnmdiwmh

all the tims baing at by 2 mangy old WTppmg Were P SpAce.

Ihd:dbwnmhnlﬂh&dnpxm The wars wcatared all over h:m ¢

bo was 2 Jost soul if ever ome could be. * m;-a"m‘, :ﬂ

B was then I know what I had to da, Dty pots and pams yet sat in )

1 put on zy robe and shipped into hos. 2 with some ghsses still alffillod with drink *

I1an down the stairs 2nd to the front room W Wme = the carpet filled me with dread

almost over some chairs and a broom. o At of the that Thad aboad.

saten in over a wosk.

foct 10 car.
lhmghhmtﬂklﬂboddwmhlhp.

Decemeer
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Joseph's Story by Mimce MeDermon
Ilook down at the babe - and wonder. How did I come to be bare? What am I here for7 Yes, I am of royal
Lizage - but I am far from royal. I am a simple carpentar. When Mary said she was with child I did not know
what to think - I was not part of it. Iwas to cancel cur Bt then [ had this dream - a
powinldmnlwu wp:wdmmtwhﬂ m——e. bl

to Bothloh

2% journsy to nresp %o the cansus we 20 hare in a stable. The town is very
aw&d Ty relatives did 2ot wamt to house s since Mary was about to give birth, We are fortamate to have
2 warm place in the stable. The birth weat well 2nd we are well cared for.
w“mmhmwwqmﬁymﬂﬂlmww&&lbmmﬂm
think. Just as I'was bej from the sast arived beaning

pﬁ:hﬁuhﬂ bqﬁbd.-f m-mhm:ﬁ" 2m very fearfal - but hopefal el

wantd to ge me a oft

l‘. ‘

Christmas Story AtoZ by Nonie Moody

Ho ate all in silunce never sxying coe word. w’u L ssclow — U.ﬁml‘hwﬂ
Satisfaction returned: I Bo nearly purred. ddaaly swod before Mary guasured the good zows
Wh-:‘l:adﬁn::d:‘mduqhuil nhiqi-h n-ppﬁ:u-.h vl-.
you othars mighe dread - is for Bothloham 1 Sor Visiting Angel of e

mﬂ'wlﬂw“ﬂ'ﬂﬂf . Also called S0 City of David M i x| Lord
Most would 506 danger 2nd Jook on with scom. C is for Christ the Lord Where Mary laid Jesus aftar Mads annowncamant of
b ‘W'mn::wnwmwu ‘Born for you 2 Smicr s g btk m--n-
-.h:hm;inm.m :.F.lll- D is fr Docres S
'“m clylerr o Thata census bo tiken of e Ths boea of Joseph and Mary ‘W is for Wrapped Clotes

mﬁmbmuwmmm ‘whob Bormm Empire Qs fx Oun ==

nu&hhuwyocldmm Enfx u:‘_?' x
{“‘L Josgh =0 o was 3 s Sor aXalting
hhs-d‘*h" u«uphmm “Knday F is o Fintborm dsscendunt of King Darid ‘_'!HG'Y
hhmm glanced back at me, Som of Mary Pisfor God e ml'
“Yo-‘n bn-wo( abokot:'-ugha G-&‘h- !*H Q is for Quirinins hﬂ-h e =
e

m:hsmwmgmﬂm z_-r .:-b*c’-] Y i for Yoars . _
:Trmduhkndhﬂut“h:_d H is fir Haavealy Host of Syma Jowzs was bomn during $he tme

"“"ny';“““z" placen Hamen | A mmitirade pradiing God R is for Returned of Cassar BC.
T'll 0 you again™ ho s23d as bo di mablink.
Imodumn&mndnﬂbo&; shook,
than I dashed to the door % have ome last lock.
Thare was no man to be sean, only a beavenly beam,
nx ing 2 gold stream.
Now Tlock to the sky and 5s¢ 2 shooting star
T'wonder who's bean visited by that stranger from afar.

the star of God b and
Peuin. Provpaiy e and Fafbfmt
all seasoms; and for many more years to come!

\.
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Snow, Snow, Go Away!
A by Darts Weinberg 3

™ Ijmstlodked ow window .
3‘!» ™ "Tum llv

” The flakes are: dln
* And will 2t stop? Who knows whea?

* 1 Jocked 0 very pretty 5 ite

o Ith\vhﬂm!
The oos bramches B . _
%00 mmch saow! 3
1 foarr that they will break
Khwﬂl&nﬂmﬂy&u‘

3 T Jothas cmsed me Sar

* Ebﬂﬂnhhpﬂbﬂ\mnﬂt
T'vo missod noy swim daw Srwo woaks.
2% z&wﬂ'hb&t _{H.
‘hand saxying bome bopod.
I'mﬂhihn‘ 3
Scometimes it's best to 7 dorbn B
* wqmpgu_s-dl—’: ‘;,%
I‘wg:apodbodhdmhluqm
And probabiy a fow bells that T kmow naust be dua.
I it's not 20 bad 10 506 the mow thoough the
can styy whare it's warm and dream d’pv-gﬁ“
*

So mow, snow, please 20
IM-whdn@ﬁ:—yudsy‘.! .x.
| Picked up a Box of . _u&—,-
., Christmas Cards Y
. by Sally Harika ’

PPas

2%

discovered made me
Oz of busingss. Wstdmbhw *

_Join us for the new

Write On Writers

- unlul-nﬂnﬂu

Everygreen
By rginia Sabon
T'm iz 2 rush, lato a5 usual, to get 3 Christmas treo after
woek. From the very fow loft in $o lot, I choss cne, itwas not
Cne sids could :
hnalnﬁtctn was a close
would be no mare

better Shan e
ﬁmﬂluﬂdh

My 16 year old son carried e tres ixto the houss,

it in front of S shding ghiss door that was in the

the bouse. Ob Ma, 2t's %2 Not

Axyway. 2 Chn_mmm docorated m
the tree last year? So tall it tonched the

ntmmﬁd'ﬂmﬂqhm

1 mmmmmmqmm
men
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The Wishing Boy
by Eltzabeth B. Bases
It wa beausfal it was shining fom & sore

The store was all lit wp for Christmas. Rwas
w0 bry 1o it was made
with Tt was placed around the neck of a

zoach stll
Thbvy-adhu mnmum
Tbut bo bad very littie o turmed

ti-r_mhﬁunllo!:

ing , ready

slsa. You
and loft. You could be sean whisding

-ﬁnhmqphduh allthe gnpl:‘?m

were axputoss! Anothar

% “Hallo"ho mid “T mally neod

%hh:’thﬂn.hnduhmnh

wiich becae
mmnﬁ;:phma-hnm
s § - His mother told kim b had to do

mw

yoars 3t
The boy did have Sriends at schocl, but cnly two bved
zoar him FHo didnt Eke thers pmuch Fis mother tald
%wm m»ﬁy
The naxt dxy was
Inbdhhmmmxfhmld hupﬁ
for his mother Ho went all around the first floor and
than n:hmdh&mlwnghmd

E_mbmﬂhmdﬂh-ﬂq
in bme %0 visit Santa. They were 50 cat!

Ha was too old to visit Saxta, 50 he was surprised whan
Smpt;ﬂ_“bhmhwdhm

by
# A cp of bot chocolate would 2dd to the mood. dhat was sepposed me dadn't coms. _could
W with 3 marsheallow on top. nl’lulplyirh?' .
2 cn the floar &4 do I s %0 do?” the boy asked.
- For all of you to flop. * 5 “Tustksep ordar with $o children, thoy ase so excited
2 500 mal”
¥* n’““hrdm Ha gy the boy an ¢lf's costumns and 2t ¢ Ho went
$. "i:* ""ﬁ?’ s¢ 10 work Sor Santa and the howrs flew by.
5.!_\ u')ﬁ‘ but When the time for seaing Saxta was over, Santa cams
phl o L R - e
ey S0 oy e ﬁ,,ﬂ: &? “hbhh‘r‘dbhm
4 Cuddle ‘Family. s
m.‘:wﬂmﬁynhﬁu B mhurﬂlnigwmhﬂ-

¥ * * *

ad mors an that! He 2! Howm o

®» I mhwamwmﬁ.w
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Sea.s:on’s reetings ; from the Wjite On!
g Advent Can Begilﬁinoctobef wm

Merry Christ Mass by Helen L. Walker
by Elizabeth B. Bates Ancient rirvth tempos can awalk o wendars from beyond yourself:
Tho nams 25ed to mean something old. mb@hmmhhpcmy‘:fhnhﬂuy“hwﬁ God Rest Ye Merry
s YET borm in the USA! the wait. Thea finally the grieving, before the greatest gift, rebirth. v with wmnmzm
Vm:"“ ” : Liks bars in Maine, tha drive o Popham Beach brings utema ecatasy, God""""f"”"““" eDermott
Now it means shopping for everyone unpanallled splender. candy &  yo marry, sandlewonsan
on a list that gets bigger evary day! Ynmywm&nmmm%‘MM‘mg Q Let nothing yo dismay,
) thair coatribution to winter's cycle ng, dark branches exposed. For all your wodk is now comploted
Trees are sought in the groea woods You, loaving off with harvesting your broad, remember what is naxt. On this day.
2nd dragged screaming indoors You start to hear the text inside yourself, the message of a babe, a birth. You've dacked the kalls with hally
; ; A cccurs. You're not sz where o if you should take nots, Axd trinmed s oo with lights.
2nd ruinad by the time “decarated™ yup:ﬂmmhu.hmnmrmm e Santa and Resdolf adorn the roof
by those who love no green to show. the song starts, the drums beat slowly, stirring you, Inviting you. F 3 Along with other sights.
1 miss the oldan days somehow You do what you can, what you know, what you ars, to be 2uake You'vs the giffs with utmost care
. - . mdnsomn_) n,wylrﬂymbqny:mhhum n: A.rl' thees with wrppg.
‘whea the child samed Christ was hare. &nmdhCmgnfﬂnankaL 19 You did the Christmas cards and btter
Othars have moved bare, Ikzow ... 50 is a5 old and 2 new and 2 ever-present @
HAVE AVERY HAPPY NEW YEAR: 0 O expanding boart parmits.
A Very Special Night Blessed at Christmas by Nonic Moody s aromna quite 3 tessar
by Gladys Szabo Ono ysar as 2z carly tean thars was a myjor shortfall in cur family's Today you roasted turkey
Great anticipation om this very £mances and Christosas locked bleak. The Christosas tres was deco- Kﬂﬂﬁ!ub_&
Lights and decorations, all lmﬂulyhlﬁ'% Christmas ove. by, pride.
: shining o bright! My cldar! 22d his twim sister wers wodking yousg Croamod cnions and mashed potatoos
My favorite of holidays, it's Christmas Fwe adults. One evening thars was 20i%s comizg fom the back doar of Along with candied yam
i and I do balisvs’ the farmhouse. thensghves m, thoy came through the kichen Axd green beans in a casarls
with many joyous sounds straight % $o living rocms tres, carying Accompaniod the spiral ham.
Holiday songs being board all around. packages.
Santa 5 combag with proseats — such fun. “The wholo farily was i shock as we all watched. This was the year }:ﬁ;ﬂ:’m“
But the birth of Jesms is the cne ooy sister and I recetved the lassst fashion . No wender you'ss 50 tired now
All faiths gathar to hooor in their ways mm'ﬂm“m i You've bean hard 2 werk for several
Making it the most woadarfal of bolidays our family’s Christnaas spinit. T\ SomGod a hh-ﬁx
Everyons's celebrating as we all gather ey TOSt YO ATy, 20w
Cme day of the year our difforsaces don't matter! Pﬂq)wmdﬁt-dhumam

An Angel by P.K. Allen
lt‘tnghunlyymdml'whnnh.
And whose compazy I treasure so
Goodﬁdmpmrpudbyﬁ.ﬂo'ﬁmhhld
Though she caly comss by once 2 year.
SheTl stay jast a week and then Jeave us,

Bt the joy that she brings we all see.
For bar we will save 2 place in our hearts,

A Christmas House at Stevens Corner
by Charlotte Hart

Maine Nor'easter
by S. Patty L. Sparks

Seas rage. winds

shorelines

Fight £ropiaces the first ceatury blsssed. - And also ca top of our tea.

My ow= grandparents then cams bare to dwell,

Buikt ll, 2 porch, made bome a heavenly rest.

gn::':mn‘nhdnnnnmi

Established £ve now bomes not far away You Wonder by Bonnie Wheeer .

g"ﬁnﬂywm—mn‘dvﬂh Tiny Wishes by WA Mogk
Grandma b 1 Sorund 3 tizry bostle in the sand and picked

%ﬁd‘?ﬂw Wh,m.m,mw npn—czn.nwmlnuu

ot e Lo e i e el e
My wedding bare — d’—' g e Ho 523, “T am the timy gexie of

with lilacs — in the spring. %—N d.myba:hfmmmﬂdnhumy

“T loave that up %0 you” be “But be
P . e ol s pacs d you il
e we
by Doris Weinberg becoms Se gamia of o botda”
Ths tharmaometer says it is %o balow- “How did you become the timy gemie?” I
Too cold for dog or mam. z  high in Farth's atmosphars when 3 Sy ingeirod
Mach casior to stay inside ’-:E - “T wished for a pomy,” hs responded.
Ao be sty iy com h"""‘ comss in contact wih watr vaper. Tho j| Wit Lo aking . sl sprt
car was ot was to
Cutuido the wmow i swiriing e How can I gax i m-
= T
o’ to e .
Stay in whare it is warm. mnu':a:;&!m
Add another Jog to the roaring fro
ﬂh::&hd n;:hfyl&n‘t—h
23 tho famon got bigger,
You can tous away youT wTp. b d'p‘bld'-umq and dazage. They also hlwwmy-!‘l’h-rw
" ot chocal 3220 » pw*mb*ymwudmmﬁquclﬂl / m“mﬂﬂm:
with 3 marshmallow o tp. 5 ammomsts of doube” “Gantod,
c?pﬂbuc-h&c ;}yzulmmyﬁn‘mhml'
s PR
ml:givyhﬁ? o gamio ropd .
- e T Hoped yor ok 21 £y Bt e
Fimmick, but you didn't take the bait. Instead
S!;:g'ayhmlﬂuh of asking for nches, you acked for things St
maks you a richer parson. I tip noy tiy gumie
batto and hope that the next to
"n:i“ﬂy.m- b s bt 2ok a5 wie”
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If | Were Planning Christmas
by Helen L. Walker

If1 wers the ons in charge, I'd have the Christ child born an Hallowsen

in 2 dress with satin bows, % set a precedant Sor clothes, 50

cz0ss drossimg now would be just fine, and gender problams would decize.
That would lead % loss divarcs, kess arguments, loss paim,

Less broken hearts, mars love i genaral on the carthiy pline,

wiich & the pomt, in the longer view, of Jesus coning here for me and you.
If] were plinning, like I said, I wouldn't wait ti] Chmistms Day,

instoad I'd maks All Sculs Dary the baby Jesus bolidyy.

That way ghosts could be our fiends and ssach ws bow to walk om xir

2nd zoeshiss bow to never die. And witches, they could start to &y

thedr brocms by day, w0 we'd sos them wans and be less scary, and gradmally
we'd loss our Sars. We'd start to know that anywhare we'd 20, we'd find

2 friand %o halp us out, mvite us in; thers'd 20 loss, caly . win.

If] plazmod how to calshrate this big event, it'd go Eke this:

Clmrches painting altars orange, setting wp pumpkins in a fine long kne
with candlos mido and faces carved with mouths that smile and eyes that shing,
2xd hare is the big changs not to miss: we could start to Jove mors, and fear less.
Izs%ad of closing our minds and hearts cut of foar of this and that,

we'd sxnbrace the new, try more Sungs, talk to sangers oo a tram,

or a bus, and a naighbor 100 who could decids to disagree

with what we know is trus. Refugees from Afnica or Maxico

ar ayons who needs some bope, we'd invite mto our homss

expoctansly as friends, 25 famuly, and soon wo'd have 2o eamiss.

War would stop of course, and then the Bon really would lis down with lxmbs.
Then maybe Jesas wouldn't have to die and change to spirit. Instead,

we'd run 1o him at 3 farmers market, cherch, or Pophams Boach,

566 him with cur natural eyes, inspired by overy singls speech.

1 sary thas sort of ioddimg, bt sort of not. God's wary is alwarys best,

but since I cannot ever undarstand, I liks to imaging othar plazs

that soem to s2ve us move efficiently, with moss joy, mor e,

So just parkaps a Hallowsen Christmas conld bring a quicker kind of peace.

WUJ)  eignt Littte Lights
T by Doris Weinberg

Tknewa iz battlo had bean won,

Wo calsbratod with a @ft cach night

because 2 miracls had lasted eight days.

And now after thowsands of ysars

it & a traditional Jowish holidxy.

1 did grow up and bear the story

how our Pecple were comstantly oppressed.

but cur small army turned cut the best!

The famly of the Maccabees led us off to war.
And I'm sure that God did belp our tiny Army Carp.
And I'm suxe that God joined m to

halp our timy Army corp.

The battic was woa by the Jows of course,

And they hurried to get the temple repaired.

But daring theér effort caly a tizy bit of ol was found
and gave them a tarnble scars.

The Hely Lamp needed to burn eternally
and now 3 would go out. e & A Sy
Somecns would have to travel far for more.

Of this thare was 2o doubt.

The Miracle cccurred whea odl was found

T W

nuumm;?:umpwmw

e
1

£

4 ook A

Chanukah i ans of our Joyous eveats

And bosides the gifts of course thers i food.
Se, join us at cur Jewish home

Potato pancakes cocked in ofl we include!!!
Yo,

Holiday Supplement =%+ December 2019
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Winter Solstice &y
‘Walk hor crackling, frosted ficlds under dioes of washed cut wimer biue
Stand in bar stliness whare air holds it breath

Camgix botwoen the birth and death of txs ... thars, sleops, 2 promuise of spring

S. Patty L. Sparks

Let it snow, Let it snow, Let it snow
by Sally Hartikka
Lets not get carried away:;
A lirtle snow is pretty and nice,

%
t .

e

ASwi of Bty white ot Haiku by Betty Bavor
And none of that borrid ics. Smowfiakes in winter

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas; A haxagonal ice crystal

It halps show off the colored Lights Each snowfiake distinct

And brightens wp the darkaning nights b ¥
As winter sclstice cames along y‘( . o
And the bitter cold nips and bates. e we.
But no blizzards, * T ) N
And no back to back storms ¥ al
Whea it's hard to get the house warm .

And chilly drafts permsato all * * January Snow
So wrapping in blankets bocomes the norm. % by S. Patty L. Sparks
En ing in moderation, “tis said, i

And 't agree with it ?&hmm‘:
Lot it snow cace, but I abhar hm'“: b *
Tho continuing stormes this song’s about * isat

And ths piles of mow it longs for. s
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A Different Christmas
by Gladys Szabo
Ttwas the first Christmas without my dad.
Mo and I were fosling sad.
Christmas Day, we'd be apart.
Although, together in cur hearts.
Mom announced, "No tres this ysar”
Ttwas a shock to my sars!
our Christmas was not to be
Ht'szot s without a troe.
One night mom would be out late
Now Christmas was to be my fate
The very first daty was to decorate
Decorations throughout the bowse

Even kad the Christmas mouse
Off to the woods, ax in hand
Cat 2 tres on 2 farmar’s land
Ower the famce, through the wow
No ons would ever know
Brought that tree to brilliant life
Dimmed the Lights and Lt the candles
As Ibegan to trim the tres.
With each ornament I conld see
Mamorios of zy years with dad
Though caly fourtesa we did have.
Zack coe warmed me deep inids
some I oven cried
Oncs all dome, stood back to Jook
Was just ke a
Wrapped the gifts, it the tree
Gifts from "Santa”™ to mom and me
Hours grow late, I started to dose
Then I hear the back door close
The lock of shock as she entersd the room

The Wise Men by Nonie Moody
Making 2 journsy to an
wmknown {i’
They slowly along ca /
camel backs (.

desarts,
l’dlon'n!“fﬁl star” creating

Amdop'lndﬂdhnmh

adp
Mynhh'-ﬁhins dying!'ﬁlni:éﬂlnh'ng
The Magi Sollowsd the

L Gifts g
by Bonnie Wheeler
Thare are different kinds of gifts

Write On Writers

¥X

V000000000000 0000000000000

The Spirit of Christmas
by PK.

Saga of the Three Caroleers
by Russ Kinne
dmhAnd-ku'a
wo laft on the sl “I‘Ilbly'l‘lhlh
Santa and his reindear lﬂ gmry ! Evem a dollax, Pqnuann wd
had eaten their 11 <osall and mybe half sywdise) we had o try it But
pmu‘p]mdmﬂy we tq-an-dlSo-dnhdbnqiyd-n
.;lﬂk:’uxuhm & l'hﬂl-wNoooY-nnr!
Omne at 2 time g ﬁh&\-ﬂkﬂ.‘rm&\n‘up&-hﬁn
thay i sach gift, Sows decided 1 sing 2 ltle. Bell know what be called “close harmony™
Which to their . z_nhng:ommnhmymhnmmd
brought a great bift. caroks, o
It's a time for joy, Hmmsnuiﬁ
may it sever cease, —co—umm
Aad o e whols wanid o it sy S st
bring peace.
AAALAAMAALALLLALL
Dear Santa, *
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Twenty Christmas Fruitcakes by Chariotte Hart

“Nick, would you mind making tweaty
fruitcakos? I like to give them as Christmas

“No problem, Mrs. Parscas. I'll make them

this afternoon.’
B was carly Septamber 1953. Owr boss, May
Parons, was owner of the Forest Hill Homse
in Ksanshunkport, Maine. Nick was the chef
1 was a waitress. Houefthhdphdh& baked, Nick drizzled dark rum over
ca Labor Day to go back to iy

10 be in cms of those fruitcakes. Should Itll
Mxy?"
“Ch dear! I don'tkaow. I
so. What good would that do?
“Some friend of 315 gong to get a sur-
pnuiuChnmn:,hy =

mmmﬂm_p and
apricots, Gnﬂnmd-khw:-lm
ogp.':.m , battor, and “more” ram to drizzle

Now I kave to tall dmmahuyhg
mhgml”l}{ had had a2 nasty
chaef's accidsat. Ho bad nearty cut off a finger

do not think

Red Truck by Nonie Moody
It was the catest red truck I had ever sesa,

This ome was small with only two doors

Nota tom pickep with angine sounding so mad.

This rod truck was an absclute droam vehicle,

Not that moaster pickup you would ss at a show.
The bed was just 3 normal size and Jooked parfect,
Not that large track bed you could haml a cow

Tod track was
ﬁawmmummd&-m
This red truck carried a beautiful svergresan tree
Parked imside a very large Christmas snow globs.

They say people my age
should not STILL

Merry Christmas, Santa!

o Yours truly,
S. Patty L. Sparks
ﬂ AAAAAALLALLLLAL.

O L T T

PRI PRI IY YTy
Q

T T T T T T T T T T T YT Y.

TP PTRTYYTTTrTTY

80



2,

* *
£ si¢ _:-;v._'

Writers put mnto

words why they
enjoy writing

Tho Write ox Writers, a very

Mquihthy&&gml oy

toput pen

o oo hhbmld atthe
1hnbuy1hl\‘lbw-hbrtmhnxwy
hdhhwnhmmhlndbp:ﬂ my
roally have amything % sxy? Who will this bensfe?
'gxummmnd.
%0 szy what Ireally moan

mind, doI
Axd 50 co. But $hen somothing
Do Later, it 53 stlll my Ui

writers,
mudmmm
Dad:m.].KRwhngID Vance, Lin-

Chariocte Hart
“T loarnad of the writers’ s s0cn 23 I moved to Maize
three years ago. Howewer, alete

I realized the ability of the writers. Neverthalsss, I made
zoyself attend 3 sestion Jast over a ysar ago and Tam o Bappy

mamber of this group our
that Idid The group, 2 vanity of diffarent styles, minds, risking sew writing sxjoying
wokomed me warmly and seamed to anjoy what [ wrote. s%0Tiss, PoGtry, G453y, memoirs and more at
Now, after 2 whole year, I have maxy now friends and the o weakly 5 : inzs Mambers
mrﬁuﬂ-mhw-éwmym e publizhed books and I am dalighted to
opan Poople Pius Nows and have my writing
Domll’anbe
. s youra High Tuws mmmnummuw_n
abls o take an advanced mml‘h:hn@rnd Jm,
a!:nndnldemqmiiu Semith taught the

course, and be was eothusiastic, full of ideas,and /| "'lh)mapl my firit meeting
abls % instill in us a Jove for writing. Since child- A S

bood, Thad road and wondered shout an event

m Write on o
et
Toice i 3 fun and 2
zmy riendly way.”
"Iqoyn'nngbx.ut mmlh
fredom to nﬁ&
Mmmmﬁmhm ™
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Do you like to write?
Fiction
Non-fiction
Poetry

Be Our Guest
Every Wednesday
at 2:00 PM
or on Zoom

Come to
Write On Writers
of

Peopleé’

(sl

Write On Writers
of People Plus . o

llustrated by Marcia Good Townsend
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People Plus News

April 2020

Member Moment

We are offering a new feature in the People Plus newspaper. It’s called “Member Moment” and it gives people who par-
ticipate in programs and activities at the Center a chance to tell us a little bit about themselves. Today, we are featuring
Gladys Szabo, a longtime member involved in countless activities, including Lunch & Connections, and volunteer driver at
People Plus. Don'’t be surprised if you might be asked a few questions, after all, everyone has a story to tell. Thank you.

Getting to know
Gladys Szabo

My name is Gladys Szabo and
I'am 79 years young. I have lived
in Brunswick since I moved here
in November 2000, coming from
Connecticut, where I lived since I was
nine months old. I moved here to be
near my daughter, Dawn Grimes, and
her family.
Growing up, I was an only child and
learned responsibility at an early age.
My dad died when I was 14 and he
took care of everything. My mom had
to go to work, so I took on a lot of the
household chores.

My dad was a very passionate man

~and I followed in his footprints. From
the age of 10, I visited older neighbors,
having tea, which I hated, or bringing
them goodies my mom had baked. I
would spend a lot of time just talking
with them. At age five, I spent time
with a boy next door when he broke his
leg.

I had a happy childhood with the
help of wonderful friends during tough
times. My mom remarried when I was
16. This man was such an extraor-
dinary addition to my life. He never
replaced my dad, but became a great
dad in his own way. I never referred to
him as a stepdad. For several reasons,
he adopted me at age 32 and you would
think he won the lottery, when I and my
children were the real winners.

My beginnings at People Plus started
when I attended the Writers group,
encouraged by Bonnie Wheeler. I
enjoyed it and became a member in
February 2010. I filled out the mem-
bership card which at that time listed
all volunteer opportunities. I checked
every one, figuring they would have
something I could do. I chose Lunch &
Connections, which was just making
calls to be sure there were enough

!
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STACY FRIZZLE, LEFT, EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR OF PEOPLE PLUS, is shown with
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Gladys Szabo after presenting her with Lifetime Membership and Volunteer of the Year
certificates. Szabo, a longtime member and involved in many of the Center’s activities,
said, “People Plus means more to me than | can explain. | have opportunities to help
others and have many friendships | will keep no matter where any of us go. People Plus

is a second family to me.”

volunteers to get everything done. Of
course, I jumped in with both feet and
have been coordinating it ever since.

I 'am not able to pick a favorite activity
at People Plus since everything I do is
my favorite. I guess I would have to say
the people are my favorite thing, With

everything I do I make more friends, so

therefore no matter what I do or where I

go someone I know is there. Each activity

brings something different to my life.

A favorite part of People Plus would be
giving me the opportunity to give to
others and make a difference in their
lives one way or another. People Plus is a
fantastic organization.

People Plus means more to me than I can
explain. It has changed my life, giving me
self-confidence to be who I really am. I
have opportunities to help others and have
many friendships I will keep no matter
where any of us go. The staff have always
been welcoming and encouraging. People
Plus is a second family to me.

Things I would like people to know -
about me is I've learned to be accepting of
changes, look for the upside early in life.

1 appreciate all I have been given in my
life by wonderful people. I am honest and
when I say something it comes from my
heart.
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People Plus News

May 2020

Getting to know
Betty Bavor

My name is Elizabeth “Betty” Bavor
and I live in Topsham. I grew up in

day a lamb followed Mary to “The Little
Red Schoolhouse.” You know the poem;
John Roulstone wrote “Mary Had a Little
Lamb.”

Ilearned my P’s and Q’s on the farm
doing chores and enjoying life with
freedom, adventure and exploration.
Cows, chickens, gardens and orchards to
care for kept us busy. We were a happy
family of three generations being involved
with town organizations and events.
Everyone was always ready to lend a hand
in an emergency at a moment’s notice.

I entered first grade with 18 classmates.
Second grade was with Miss Smith, who
incidentally was also my mom’s sec-
ond-grade teacher. School was fun, as
most of us were promoted yearly through
ninth grade, then going out of town to high
school.

Pearl Harbor and World War II hap-
pened during my elementary school years.
Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, began as usual, with
churchSundayschool dinner and radio
news before chore time. My mother always
played the piano on Sunday afternoons.
My brother and I would “secretly” hide
under the piano to listen as she played our
favorite tunes.

On this particular afternoon, my dad
burst into the parlor coming from the barn
to tell us of the attack. We all gathered to
listen on the radio, even though we kids
did not totally understand the graveness
of this event. My dad was a Merchant

Seaman in World War I and he knew what

might be in our future. Things changed
as we adjusted to wartime. At school,
we practiced safety drills, evacuation
procedures, had free food snacks and we
purchased war bond savings stamps. Life
changed, hanging blackout curtains, gas
and food rationing, and young men off to
war — many never to return.

Member Moment

“Member Moment” is a new feature in the People Plus newspaper and gives people who participate in programs & activities at
the Center a chance to tell us a little bit about themselves. Today, we are featuring Betty Bavor, a longtime member involved in
several activities. Don't be surprised if you might be asked a few questions, after all, everyone has a story to tell. Thank you.

PEOPLE PLUS MEMBER BETTY BAVOR is shown participating in strawbefry
picking on a Frank’s Field Trip. She said, “At People Plus, | found comfort with
friends, educational, cultural, fun, games and the privilege to volunteer with others

who share my values. ..
event | attend.”

High school and college became my
future with success and cherished mem-
ories. I enjoyed teaching physical edu-
cation in Connecticut where I met my
husband and after our wedding in 1956,
we drove to the Dutch Village Motel in
Freeport, Maine, for our first night as
Mr. and Mrs. Our honeymoon to Prince
Edward Island is another joyous story.

We had 55 years of marriage,
with a stepdaughter, our son and
daughter three step-grand and three

great-grandchildren. Years of

. happmess traveling life’s journey of

parenting, family celebrations, commu-
nity involvement, vacations, camping
and boating with treasured friends and
memories.

All of us experience some valleys
in our lives with faith as our helpline.
In 2015, I had one of those years. My
“Mainer” daughter saw a perfect house
for me to come and live closer to her and
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. | enjoy and appreciate participation in every program and

here I am, not only close to her but also
nearby to a couple of college classmates.

My welcome to the community gift
was my first year’s People Plus member-
ship which opened the gates to oppor-
tunity. I made a goal that I would seek
new activities, make new friends and do
things I had never done before. People
Plus provided the perfect place and more
for fulfillment of this goal.

At People Plus, I found comfort with
friends, educational, cultural, fun,
_games and the privilege to volunteer
‘with others who share my values. I do
not have a favorite activity — I enjoy
and appreciate participation in every
program and event I attend.

I am an optimistic, positive being,
having a spur of the moment mindset
and never saying “no” to an opportu-
nity or adventure. Life has been good. I
count my blessings in this latest chapter
of my life, living in Maine.




MORE Enough Already!

Amweﬁdmm

is not so happy.

CORGHS gy FED AIBE .
CHROMICLES | i i e oo
and my energy seems gone for good.
I've nothing to show for all this time,
Weeks lost — that's understood.
Rl gt
Bmhavmgwspuﬂallthismmnwmom.
Bymlhnnowdlpoweﬂ
lunveryhcud.l

Twill be larger and not a pretty sight!

1 know everyone else is in the same boat,
| but that doesn't change my mood.

How many more weeks of this,

1 know there’s little I can do about it,
some flack.
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— Ralph Laughlin — Doris Weinberg £, =20 20
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The Magic of Words

WOW members
offer favorite
words and
phrases

Text & photos by Patrick Gabrion

While there are plenty of opportunities
for involvement at People Plus, one of the
more active groups is the Write On Writers.
Meeting once a week, participants eagerly
share their stories and poems, as well as
provide praise and helpful feedback to those

in attendance.
~ And every so often they present their
wonderful creations to the Center’s
members and the general public, having
published several books. In fact, WOW has
Jjust released a new title, Write From the
Heart. Its 193 pages feature the works of 18
authors. Worth checking out, indeed.

Writers, whether here in Brunswick and
anywhere else, love the magic of putting
pen to paper — or the modern equivalent of
tapping keys on a computer — to describe
the world around them, such as events in
their lives, a particular season that brings
joy, the importance of certain holidays, the
relationships with family and friends, and
so much more.

Recently, members of the group were
asked if they had a favorite word or phrase
— or related thoughts — they would like to
share. The following is what several of them
had to say, or should we correctly say ...
what they wrote:

“I don’t think I really have one, but maybe
‘nice or beautiful.’ I usually try to make

someone feel good. Years ago in college
down south, my roommate always said
‘Hell’s bells’ and for a while I picked it up
from her. But I haven’t said that in years.”
— Doris Weinberg

“How can a writer choose just one word
that tends to be a favorite? One that you use
so consistently that you learn to love and
savor it? I love our native language that has
such a rich-vocabulary; I can use so many
words and really be discretionary!”
— Sally Hartikka

““Hope means to wait
with confidence.” — taken
from Warren W. Wiersbe
(1929-2019), author. This
is what I am doing during
the current coronavirus
pandemic. My own special
phrase is ‘Many things I did
today didn’t make my list.”
— Nonie Moody

this every time I talk, text,
email, or am leaving family
or very close friends, and
also my pets every time
I leave the house. The reason I say this is
because I do love them and, in case of any-
thing unknown happens, it would be the last
thing they heard from me.”
— Gladys Szabo

“Everyone has valleys in life’s journey.
Dwelling on the facts that cannot be
changed will not help with recovery, resolve
and the future. How frequently do we say,
‘It could be worse!” When we look for
the ‘bright side,” it helps us realize better
conditions and is optimistic. We need to
remind ourselves of the power of science

and the healing of nature. The ‘bright side’
makes us feel happier and gives us faith. Let
us help each other feel better, stay healthier
and be focused on the ‘bright side.””
— Betty Bavor

“One of my favorite phrases comes from
Robert F. Kennedy, who said, ‘Some see
things as they are and say why? I dream
things that never were and say why not?’
These inspiring words fooked towarda |
ﬁnutewhetealltlungsateposswleandcan
be made better. RFK was a visionary who
knew people had to grab
the present if they wanted
| to change the future. Let his
words guide and influence us
every day in everything we

My
is ‘Let’s climb Mount
Chocorua? Why do I say
that? Mount Chocorua was
my ninth birthday present.
I asked my dad for it. He
took me and three friends
up the Piper Trail and down
the Weetamoo. I climbed
Chocorua for my next 23 birthdays.
Chocorua is in New Hampshire.”
— Charlotte Josephine Bourret Hart

“Ever onward!”
— Cecelia Hitte

We thank those from WOW for their
contributions to this story and the monthly
offerings that appear in the People Plus
newspaper. The photos accompanying
today’s presentation were taken in warmer
weather, when the group met outside in the
Center’s parking lot. Again, thank you!
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Christmas Twenty Twenty
By Gladys Szabo -
Christmas is approaching '%
It will be like no other. ;@
Families having to make decisions e
There will be very different visions.
How do we get together yet stay apart?
It is enough to tear at our hearts. *
. : Who can come or do we Zoom?
o 2 FARSOE T, How many can be in a room? 2
sietiee Each of us will make different plans %%
’ .£ How we can gather all our clans. 3

. : My prayer is COVID-19 decreases

il i i That each of us can find joy and peace.
‘3?- Lnggu;gtéh;:agrch «i%.  Bringing merriment to our holidays

Bea Y o In hopes the New Year brings better days!
There is something about the entry porch % W
‘When December one comes around, ¥* Tpa Y ,
It must be decorated with lights :
Making the sweet home brightly crowned.

The weather has turned a bitter cold %k
But with gloves the fingers are kept warm.
Attacking the pile of tangled lights kL,
Making sure the strands all perform. 3§
With step stool in tow the task begins '
As previous nails are all in place. g.té;
Then stringing continues its line %
Bringing sparkle to the front porch space.
The glow of the lights are for celebrating .«

3% 2020 Christmas *

The One who brings us this time of year "2 By Bonnie Wheeler

With extra love and care for everyone - Everyone facing the same problems

Displaying the season with message clear. The world equally hurting %
3 The same God rules over all ’

So keep standing tall

Our God is faithful 3¢ %
The best is yet to come b

In the end, we win
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-..Good Riddance, 2020

By Sally Hartikka

Good riddance, go away. . * ; At Last #*

You had your chance with us, gzg Hal-le-lu-jah! .

You had a chance to have your say, R s te.; ».f’z:.
But now there's no more to discuss. &®- L gl
You gave us naught but discord, g g;;glaekis;:vh Svggth : *
Anger, fear and hatefulness. ﬂ‘%g His mom knew it was time ...

You dlspense_d an epidemic g Butshe had to “make do” e

And created in us helplessness Like so many women oS

As we dealt with this pandemic. L B s hev

You made us fear each other gq\“ : : K
And caused much racial tension. B ’\I)Vh:;::tn ;ﬁiﬁv }?:lw'm * % ‘)%:?(v
Riots and police brutality Bl trad - P %
Were brought to our attention.... * He made sure there was plenty of straw
Gone our sense of normality. By her side.

All of this strain and stress * Therestwasuptoher! % *
Caused businesses to close . e

x o ; The stars were so bright!

‘Many lost their positions * They lit up the night gh 3‘&’

And lack of confidence arose.

With fear of bad fiscal conditions. 'ﬁ' ; gﬂh;::eryone ;::;;t;l ey it %
You're a bust, 2020 ; Welcoming dawn ...

Give a new year your place. A little King who waited *
People are ready for you to leave. 3 For all to begin.
Go away, 'cause you've lost face. S

*

Go away, we will not grieve. J\h‘

We want the world to turn to peaoe :
To let love defeat the hate.

To let the virus be defeated.

And we simply cannot wait

For a brand-new year to soon be greewd

Happy, peaceful, healthy, and less wom-

some New Year to all!

A Christmas Prayer %u;dgﬂt{;:lokmf%rupﬂ:a;rdo
i re's healing kenhearted
P oo Comfort for those who mourn

Dear Heavenly Father,
I come to you this day
With heavy heavy heart
For many are not okay.

It's the Christmas season
A time for celebration
And pandemic of 2020
Has left us beaten and broken.

And peace for the wounded.

May we at Christmastime

Sing the songs slightly louder
And appreciate those close to us
Making our sphere a little lighter.

This celebration is about others

Help us to see through Your view
To lighten someone's heavy load,
‘Making this Christmas especially true.
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All through the sumnier there had been
unrest in Santa's workshop. By reading
newspapers, such as the Wall Street
Journal, the elves knew that there was a
wider world out there with opportunities

* and better incomes. They had always sus-

pected they were underpaid because Santa
paid them “under-the-table.” The meager
pay was bad enough, but being required
to parade under a table and reach up for
their checks was humiliating. Things had
been different in the past.

The elves were descended from children
that Santa rescued from the sweat shops
of Britain in the 1800s. He gave them
clothes, good food, and accommodations.
In return, the children were more than

" happy to make toys for Christmas. What

they didn't know was that magnets had
been sewn into their garments, and after
a few generations, the downward pull of
the magnetic North Pole caused their off-

~.spring to remain tiny. Once the effect was

permanent, the magnets were removed
and used to make refrigerator stick-ons.
“Waste not, want not” was Santa's motto.

Santa was aware of the discontent

“among his height-challenged employ-
s

ees and he tried to meet their demand
halfway. He started a retirement plan,
increased medical benefits, and no longer
required them to walk under the table.
Even so, grumblings persisted, causing
Santa much concern. .

One day, the elves were putting the fin-
ishing touches on a very large, very ornate
steeple bell that had been special ordered
and taken weeks to create. In another

part of the workroom, a careless elf had

Labor Relations By W4 Mogk

dropped a lit cigar into a can of paint
thinner, then knocked it over, spreading
flaming liquid across the floor. Another
elf, the smallest one with the biggest voice
yelled, “Let's get the bell outta here!”
Santa was nearby, but mistakenly heard a
different word than “bell”; he thought the
elves were “making a break for it.”

Santa ran toward the commotion, won-

dering how he could stop a herd of stam- 4

peding elves. This had never happened

. before, so there were no contingency

plans. He arrived at the scene as a dozen
coughing workers dragged and pulled the
bell to safety. It's no small feat to move a
one-ton bell when you have small feet.

Santa was grateful beyond belief. If the
bell had been ruined, or missed its deliv-
ery date, he would have to give back his
commission, which had already been
spent to pay gambling debts. (If only that
little ball had stopped on 23 red!)

“You boys saved my butt,” Santa told
them. “What can I do for you?”

“Well, Santa,” pronounced a still cough-
ing quality control manager. “We need
some changes around here, like better

canes, and chocolates anytime. Also, how
about hiring a groundskeeper to clean up
all that reindeer poop? Rudolph may be
able to find his way in a fog, but he sure
can't find the toilet!”

“] agree to your terms,” responded
Santa. He knew they weren’t asking for

too much. Besides, with all the extra sugar

they’d be eating, he’d probably get more
work out of them anyway!

S -
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The Innkeeper's Story By Vince McDermott

To call me an innkeeper is an exagger-
ation. I merely have some extra space in
my house. Occasionally, a traveler stays
there. When the man and woman came to
my door seeking shelter, I had to tell them
I had no room. My relatives were staying
with me during the census.

I was very sorry for them. They were
exhausted after a long trip. I could see that
the woman, actually a young girl, was very

Christmas in the 1940s By Charlotte Hart

My absolutely favorite holiday memory is
the Christmas Eve Candle Light Service at the
West Newfield Congregational Church in the
early 1940s. Every person held a lighted candle
and sang “Silent Night.”

In those days, preparation for Christmas
began AFTER Thanksgiving. Christmas gifts
were socks and mittens. My grandmother knit
mittens for me and my brother and the neigh-
borhood children. Other gifts were pencils and
crayons, paper-doll books and storybooks.
The year I was five, mom made me skis out of
barrel staves. They had leather straps that fit
over regular boots.

On Christmas Eve, we hung knee-high stock-
ings from the mantle over the fireplace. On
Christmas morning, they held cookies, candy,
and an orange. That was the only orange we
had all winter. (Usually we drank canned
orange juice for breakfast.)

Sometimes dad brought Aunt Adrienne from
Cranston, Rhode Island, to West Newfield,

Maine, at Christmastime. Family and neigh- -

bors came to the house at Stevens Corner for

Christmas Catalogs
By Nonie Moody

There was excitement with its arrival

And waiting my turn to browse with glee.
Three new beautiful catalogs

The Sears, Montgomery Ward and JC Penney.

Hours were spent looking at each page
Thoughtfully, picturing and dreaming
But knowing this would never be

As the supply of funds was shrinking.

Matching family outfits were the rage
From ladies and girls calico dresses

To the whole crew in lookalike pajamas
As well as the stripes and plaid blouses.

Many games were pictured for review
And we collected a new one each year
From Sorry, Monopoly and Carrom,
With many hours spent with cheer.

close to her time. I thought at first she was
older, since the man was much older than
she

All I could do was invite them to stay in
the shelter in which I kept my animals. At
least they would be warm. It was the best I
could do. I am so glad I did it. Something
wonderful has been happening after the
birth of the babe.

;
o a4
* * * * .

wassail, cookies, and caroling. Everyone knew
many carols by heart.

The tree was from our own land. It was deco-
rated with shiny objects and tinsel. No candles
or lights. There was no electricity at Stevens
Corner until 1957. Candles glowed in the front
windows only when someone was in the room.
(Fire law.) On the two front doors, mom and
dad hung evergreen swags with red bows.

Many memories are pleasant, but without
question my favorite — vivid — and most
joyous was the Christmas Eve Candle Light
Service at the church.
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#* s ChristChild .35, W o
By Bonnie Wheeler o

= *
Jesus was born and made something beautiful of my life // \

I was born into a Christian home

Who taught me right from wrong :

Set me on God's path *
Without the baby in the manger ,

My life would be empty }k
So I sing happy birthday and praise your name

Thank you for being so good Christmas child

A Perfect Tree
By Virginia Sabin

Evergreen

Starlit

! in snowdrift
Branches

. snow covered and icy

: % Winterberry and holly adorn
*  boughs heavy with fir
R' Anempty nest, a robin’s nest
B a diamond studded snow covering all
8 wait another spring
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Getting to k:now Dorls Wemberg

My name is Doris
Weinberg and | was
born in Toronto,
Canada, where my
parents had moved
during the Depression.
They returned to the
states when I was
two and I grew up in
Plainfield, New Jersey.
It was a perfect home-
town where you rooted
for the high school
teams and you didn’t
have to lock your doors.

In 1950, I left to
attend college in
Richmond, Virginia,
to study to become an
occupational therapist.
Richmond is still my favorite city, but in those days it was still seg-
regated and that was quite a learning experience.

My first job brought me to Hartford, Connecticut, and that became
my home for the next 60 years, with marriage, children, and a good
job.

When my husband passed in 2014, I moved up here to Maine to be
with my sister. We live at Coastal Landing on the old naval base and
I now feel like a “native Mainer.”

I started writing rhymes in college for the student newspaper and
then continued them for all kinds of family occasions. I didn’t take
my poems seriously until I joined the Write On Writers group at
People Plus and now I
have actually published a

book!

This group has been
a challenge for me as
the members are all so
= talented. I also joined the
Mah-Jongg group and I
do hope it will resume
someday soon.

People Plus has exposed
me to a wonderful new
circle of friends. It has
added so much to my life,
especially during this
pandemic, and I strongly
suggest that others come
and try all that the Center
has to offer.

Member Moment

“Member Moment” gives people who participate in programs and activities at People Plus a chance to tell us
a little bit about themselves. Today, we are featuring Doris Weinberg. Don’t be surprised if you might be asked
a few questions some day, after all, everyone has a story to tell. Thank you.

My Hometown By Doris Weinberg

I moved several times before I was seven,
and then we settled down.

A small town in New Jersey

finally became my “hometown.”

I remember starting school and being very scared
Of not knowing anyone.

The teacher had a funny name

but before I knew it, the day was done.

This would be my town for the next ten years
and I soon loved all the space.

Our house had a yard. I cut the grass,

and I loved the stone fireplace.

1 have wonderful memories of this little town,

great neighbors and a best friend next door.

There was high school, first dates and even a first job,
and there is really so much more.

Those days in the 40s were different than now.

Life has changed so much.

It was much less stressful way back then,

no locked doors or cars as such.

We had a wonderful downtown with no malls in sight.
Movies only cost a dime. J

You did not have to spend much money
in order to have a good time.

I graduated high school and went off to college
and never returned there to live.

My parents were disappointed, of course.
I moved north and they did forgive.

50 years later, I did go back

And sat in my car and stared.

I would have liked to knock on the door,
but I really didn't dare.

Lots of things remained the same,
but times have changed, you know.

You don't let strangers in your house,
but I would have loved tp"go 4]

The trees were taller

but one big thing was thq
I looked at the brick fmnf’st?ps, =
and the big crack remained.

I have had other homes since then, o
but these memories are still with me. v o
They bring back my youthful times,

when life was so carefree.

My recollections make me smile,
because that is what life's about.

They made me who I am today,
Of that there is no doubt.

/-39

98



I€ot-¢ vomaE 2q b:.: -
‘sIopIm Surpueisiiio’sary) ‘[yos

ngﬁéamau ydred per:
%2_0 *sprom Furdean: -

......

 BuAr3 pue Bunyjer ‘Burydne|
-oﬁ punose Junys way) wuams

b3

*-wewaT duw 9| sey snjd Adodd

. Je A[Twey/qupo SIDNIA UQ M
_ .Eo.«o SISqUISWT 931} JO SSO] YL,
i dpoojyamoNdg
'~ @ousjopuo)

= as[d SuryiAue op of,

veveEe yoys 00} ST I

P BIqQUIH JEAAL]

"MOUSIJUSsAUJ oY L

oK a1e0s 11 39] JUO(

“uone[naads st aInjn,g 3y,

‘no& Juney 31 39] W0

‘KIOWISJA] ST ISB oY I,

uty3nog ydpy &g - awy
*3]qe) 10
J passIuw A[oId0uls oq [[IM 9 ‘SSunaow
s,dno13 ay) je peal aq 0) SSUNLIM SIY JUdS
1ns ydyey “Ajiwey sioy) 0y
3S0[0 2q 0} BURISINOT O}
pasowr K3y} y3noy) uoag
‘Snid
91doag e $]00q SSNISIP
0] J99W OYM SIOPBAI JO 8
dnoi3 e ‘911e)) e v syoog
pojiels os[e ‘ouuel(

‘9JIm sIy  pue 9H

's)j00q
119y} Jo uonedrqnd ayy
yum dnoi8 ay) ur sIojIm

‘Jouuip SurArdsyuey ] ‘sayounj Ajyjuow
‘s)sejyealq SOIpe| pue SuUdW dY) I0J
UQYOILY Y} Ul PaIdJUN[OA 3] ‘sIeak Jy31o
10 sn[q 9]doaq Jo 1oquioui & sem ydjey
‘$3j00q UOZEWY U0 Jjqe
-[1BAR [V 2521g Lopu[) 003 2Y0Ish240)
Y [ upzm] Pue pag Y J uf * M3noy J A0,
PO WOPSIA 21Y00)) dUNLIO] 25UYD) JO
oG 100°] ‘PUIN Sutapuny ¥ JO sisnoy |
wopuny ‘auQ Sy P PoM 4L g I
004 2y ] puodag :apnfout sj00q 1940
*9q0|3 2} pUNOIL JI0M PUB JAI] UIP[IYD
UMOIT 9211} 1Y, "SUIRA]
0] so1) Suol)s paurejal
1oL ‘aeak jsed oYy Ioj
‘BURISINOT ‘SUBIIO) MAN
u1 papisai ‘sxeak snjd-gg jo
1M SIY ‘Quuel( pue S
) Yormsunig
ul Sural] a[iym auop A1eod
pue asoxd jo uinipuadwoo
© ‘SUDI] yormsundg ayJ —
s3utjqqriog 3uraq 1saef )
$)00q U2ASS paloyine o

I3Y}O PapIie pue paIojuall
3y ‘sBunIIM PUB SY0Oq UMO SIY O} UOI}
-IPpe UJ "SIALIA\ UQ LA\ 0} JongLi
-U0d pue Joquiow panjea € sem ydjey
-.cﬂEw—.—mB—-
syuel] se umouy sem oy ‘sonyied pue

‘SIopea] A1)snpur 19y10
J10J JI0M 0] UO JUIM Y “HO YIM SIBA 7]
12y ‘(dnoig Suisnioape) jusunedag
SUOHBIIUNWWOY.) SUANIRIA SO11303[q
[e1ouan) pautof ay ‘uonenpeid uodn) *aje
-npeid eMoJ Jo Ajis1orun) e sem ydiey

myssomuwy nog &g uljybne j1IaN ydjey Atowayy uj

"aun( ur A[9AO] 1SOUI SABME ST JSUIO)) SUAS Bm‘
"UOOS 31 935 [[IM ] "YIUOW STYj) 134} OF [[1M |
*[18J Y} Ul UoOoW JsaATey ‘s1owrns ‘s3urids ‘sIaquim sso[eo
ilfe 18 A110M € JON] {2snoy jey) Joj aouid v

“ANs payIy-1e1s jea1d e pue Suimo[d sdure] 10 (SW31] seunsLy)
Y31y a10m SIS SEUNSLIYY) *I00P OB J& SYJEaIm SPEWowWO
"3I8d YJIM P3ISBOI-9A0)S POoM Adyin) pue 2onpoid uLrej o
‘alay) syueY [, BUIALD) Ajrure; anaa 111 °4Q 2ALIP [T
"aUN( UI A1} JSII[AO] SKeM[e seam )] |
"U00S Yorq 03 [[IM | 'UIEq B PUB SWOOI USAJ[F
“POOYPIIYO [nJAOf 7 *SUSPILD) "SpIeA paj[em-auols
*"POOM JO SaIoB AJYBIE] “UreIunojy soutaold dn Aem-Jier
"UN{ UI QI JSA[IAO] SKBMIE SBA 1]
{0OS 31 338 [[IM ] {9SNIOH JOUIOT) SUSAS)S 3} OF,
*JSeJ 05 Aq Juam Jey) STk A[Ted JaqUIaWal O,
sed oy J0AES 0} w0y 03 0} aw) e [
D] 2130100y AT
aunp ul Jaulo) SUsaA3lS ey |
‘s3urpeal 1oy 0) Surud)si pakofus oym sn Jo asoy) Aq osje inq .a..mg pue
SPUSLI Jo| Aq PISSIU aq A[UO JOU [[IM dYS D] Jif} O] dlLiA{ TUSIIISOU A}

JOJ PIEMIOJ 91} PUE SUONONPOIIUI J00q 3y} SUNLIM SE [[aM Se ‘suonedrqnd Xis Ise]
s)t pue dnoi3 ay) 0} J0NGLIJUOD PAN[BA © SeM Y 'SIBAA ¢ UBY) AIOUI 0] SINIA

/ wm.wu%

UQ A JO IOqUISUI B Sem 9)O[EyD)
. {SpUsLy
=8| AIpuns pue SNOLIEA pue ‘UIp[IyopueId-jeard
wd ‘Uaip[iyopueId ‘uaIp[iyo 19y ‘pueqgsny a1e .
2 10y ‘saouatradxa 1] Aq paridsur £1130d pue
g [REISIETN voEbt Teuosxad pue Sy ‘sarpnys 133
¥3 -ORIED ‘9AIRLIRU [eU0sIad 2)0IM SIO[RYD)
SUIBIA ‘pUBISqQUINY U [[TH PIRYIQ
U0 papisal A[Jua0al 3y *(33]|0)) Ulopmog 18
sun-pred pue ooyos YBIH Jorung Yormsunig
“[00YOS YBTH YoImMSUnIE) QUIEIA Yormsunig
U Pa3IoM pue PaAl] AYs ‘00T Y3no1y) £G6]
WO, "0UOI() UT UIBJA] JO ANISISATU() JY) pue
‘SHASNYOBSSEI] “‘UIPJUBL] UT AWAPEIY Ued(]
woxy pajenpeld ayg “duTejl ‘POYMON SO
ul J2UI0)) SUdAIS e dn maId apopey)

SU2ILY UQ 11l Y1 g

U yaunog anoppy) Jo Cowaysuy -

99



:.30\ b arey 19y ojux Ew::%w&a PUE ‘S9ABM JO SHINO U21F 1oy

STI9YS S[oBUIEq 1M FUIqUIOD JOLIIUI I3 OJUT SOAS-USp|oT
SILID™"UMOP 3001 I1J pue ddnids 33pa o) 18 usard aroym
‘smou0 s3uts pue djoy pue paomdO0I JO Paq oy UO SUIN} AYS
1940 BuT[jom weaIp ysnor-e a1y ‘doays Jay Jealq

03 sdea] aem o3 MON “I1e ay} ul sjjn3 o jou & Suijien
ye0q durtrys Surssed e jo puey [eordans oy 4q 0o st

unys S[iqowtu ‘asuswr ABI3 oY) S Yojesm om ‘ssa[yrealg
“Burdaays

SN[ JOALI Y I, “IOYIBOM 0} JUAIIJIPUT SIAINO-J[BY pue

SAUI| JO A1joUI0a3 MO © :SUOSSI] Jojursm Fuo] Jioty

1o [[ads sder} 19)sqo] Jo S3joeIS AIYM “@10ys Sy O

Y001 3} JOAO T PIJUBAMUN UE 3YT] SE1q 0]

enoosiieweq ay) jo buog
QIS
[3133Y0 19y osfe Inq ‘s3urpear An0d 1oy sstwr Auo jou [[im ap
oy fyrm
| PA[33nus oYM Jed I3y PIAO] pUB PUSLE} [NIIYSIOP B Sem yieqeziyg
| "SOA®Q] [[8] 9935 0 sapiI Jo syued 03 sdix) 9pis Y003 aM uayM AJjero
-adsa ‘snjq 2]doaq 18 surrayzes nQ youn 1o Juiop pooy os[e
WISQRZITH "p10T 90UTS SISNIM UQ I JO JSQUISUE PIN[eA B SEM S
| 'SeAuEd U0 jured 0} payi| ose ayg ‘snjq ajdosq 1e dnoid s1ap uQ
| SI3YIA Y3 pautof ays uaym SunLIM 0} Jorq JuIM AJUo YIaqezi[g
[ “3UIOp PAAO] AYS YOIYM QIO JOY UI g2pg [[eWS
& uado 03 jey) 3391 Inq 9uale [oAeI)
© sem oyg 'Asnq 308 oJ1] Inq ‘paysi|
-qnd s3upum swos pey ypqezig
*SPIOM UM SAO] UT
119} 9ys d1aym ‘wer3ord UoISuSIXyg
Aysioatun) piesreq oyj y3noayy
80961 snonjsadure) oy Ui 92139p yg
9y 10J 3orq 03 0} 3[qe SeM AYs ey}
2I0jog "UMO JI31J} JO SAAI] JOJ 9] pBY
USIP[IYD d21y) J10y) 19)Je SOLGT AJIed
AY) UT S}}0SNYOBSSEJAl WIOIJ SUTBIA] O}
PaAOW pueqsny IOy pue yjoqezifg

soleq] PoquZIg SULIQUIOWY

Key pue AoueN Aqurey |-

leor-& ‘Suneigaeo
Y3I0M e Jeyy Q1] UF SZUTY) SN 3 )L MOU
Moy gjoq | pue AJ[es ‘poos st 1oy i

"[TeJ JO $10]0d Furzewre oy pue ‘spunod
12)5q0] 3} jo Juruadoar ay) ‘spoom ) Ul
woojq yey) sxaddifs Apej oy) ‘urrey ay) je
UJI0q SqUIB] MU ) Aq PoyIeul aIe SUOSeas

-9} IGH 'S931) A} S}OYUB[q] JEY) MOUS )

pUE I10UI00 KI9AS punoIe SaA0d pue skeq
anbsamjoid ayy ‘sorys ySru poyjiy-rels

| 9y} Jo Anesq oYy Aq pame We | "S[Tws dur

ayew puod ay) ur s0xj [[nq 3y} pue Japady

Aw 1o sprqSurwny Y, 'SUONLBIGR[0

s,A[[eS puB)SIopUN 0] AWO0D A ‘1o
Buraow douIg ‘oFe sieak omy [jomsdreyy
0} sqInqns 03ed1y)) Y} WOIJ PIAOWT M
“SUONBIGR[30 I[N YA P
are sAep S,AJ[es 7o 3y} Ul 9pLI € 10J 03 0}
JUBA\,, “SABS SUOWOS UAYM JYSI[Pp UI sTem
pue SA[BBIM aYS WBIu 1243 5108 dys pooy
JuIes 3y} s Y3noy) usAd “Iauurp Jo uoredr
-ofjue 19383 Ul S3jIeq Sy JOUIOO 3Y) UI PAIS
-AQQSTpPAI [[eq STUUS) Uo)}03I0J A PUE SqILI
A]13q Jnoqe payioxsd $193 A[Tes 1| Jo skof
S| A 3YRIGI[RD 0} ‘AJ[ES POUreU JOALNAI
U3P[03 199MS € “Top Aur WOIj PauIes] oA,

14os Guvy &g ay ur sBuiy L s ayL

“SISLIA UQ SJLIM 8 SN JO
TTe 4q diystopea] pue yaids aanisod 1oy 10y
PRISqUISTIAL 3q [[IM 4§
‘uonjexidsur pappe oy
aAe3 aulep Jo Aneaq
ay) ‘s19y jo Aqqoy ®
sheme sem Sunum
JMYM Tedk duo JI0J 10}
-BJI[I08] Se pajoe pue
SIedA 9AY I0J SIOMIA
uQ AN JO Ioquiour
JAIOE U Sem KOUBN

's1eak |
[ IOJ pauIew a1om |

I3y Jeau dq 0} vuBIpU]
0} paAow A3y} “Yjpeay
Sutjrey 3oy 0} anq “Afres

PAUIEU JOAJLIIAI USP[OS JIAU) M 31 pareys

"Z10¢ Ul Surepy 0} pasow ‘Key ‘pueqsny

30y pure U “s1eak ¢ 10 ‘opeis yi pue iy

Apsowr ‘yoed) 0} eare
o3eory) ayl 0} yoeq
swed dYyg SIOUI[[]
‘uojsueAy ‘AYSISAIUN
SIMOT euoneN woly
90130p Suiyoesy ur
i SJI9)SEW I3y pue 7/6]
3 ur uoneonpa Arejusur
=3[ Ul 22133p B ym
‘BMO]  ‘SOUIOIN S
ur AJSIoAIU() ayeI(]
woly pajenpeid ayg
5 “088oIy) Jo
| sqangns oy ur dn maiS
SYS SIYM ISIMPIIAT 33
; . 0} yoeq pasowr Ajrurey
19y ‘O Sem 9US USYA\ ‘S}IOSNYOBSSEJAT

Aniddey pue [omsdiey] Ul oWoY JIY) JO Ul UMO) [[EWS B UI POOYP[IYD A[Ied 19

Aneaq [njooead 9emb oy pasof Loyl

juads Jnq ‘smoY 4§ U uioq sem Q_m.ﬁ_m

- psmomawy vg &g yog AoueN Asowsy uj

100



reev=5S r-9 ‘uonew.s

ojul alow Joj 810 aujewusnidald .
uo I3)ua) Snid 9|doad au3 1. 9jes 10} Jjqe|ieA. e siaquiswl hwcww pue am_o‘_m m__ﬂr%,m ma:w_wm, mw__wum M:“w‘cm_hwm bm::o_ﬁ
UoRONPOAUl UB S8pN|oul pue SIoYINe QT JO SHIOM dU) Sainjes) yolum ,‘1esH 05. wolj UM, ‘0202 hmasb%< vwmwmw_w._
1SaMmaU J1ay} Bulpnjoul $00q auju paysiiand sey pue GEET Ul pauLio) sem dnod ay ) aem Sy Jeak B Jano uj awn sy
8y} Joj uosiad uj JBW gN[O SIBIUM UQ 8ILM SNid 8jdoad au) ‘oiepued 6T-IA0D 2U) Suunp m.c__:o 199w 0} Sujrey Jayy

SMd 37d03d VIA OLOHd Q3LNSIYIN

SYALIIA NQ ALIMA\ “YATM THIL 40 DIJ SOTJ 1d0dd

1Tar-4  -pus K1oA oY) [HUN SEIPI JO UBW € SEAM
SH €107 [1IUN SINLIA UQ A JO Jequuiat Jwn3uo| & sem wif
LOUIXIS SIY 3q SunIM [[IM, ‘Peyse SH "0S JOU A0S “uesea|d awos

| ‘so3ueyp 193180 AY PAINPUS PUE S32IFIP 9F[[00 331U} PIUIES WIL[

“YIedp SIY [HUN V() 3y} JO SUBIAA JBA YSIMa[ Ay} JO
JOPURWIWO OS[e PUE ‘SIedA [BI0ASS
10J SUBIRIAA UBDLIAWY PR[qEsid
ayy Jo ¢ I9dey) Jo ISpUBUWILIOd
se paAlds ‘uonijeo) JuisnoH

‘sIigjje ueIa}eA pue ‘A30[ouydd)
20In0sa1 d[qeureisns ‘Surpeoifrel
‘sonijod papnjour s)saIul SIH
“SIUSULU0D INOJ U0
SOLIUNOD [{ PANSIA pue ‘sdiys ] U0
padefoa ‘saje)s AulU pajIqeyuL Os[e
oH “ejyBneppueid-jeasd auo pue
‘uospuel3 auo .w._o:_w..ava\o«m a1y}

oM} peY S °SU0qqLI Inoj JuruIed
AABN "S'N AU} UI STBIA [IM M OM1
Juads ‘douassajope-isod Ajaieq ‘oym
PIIY2 AJUO UB SBM JOPUBR[PALL] Wif

 dopuvipart "W Sauvf
- Surquidudy

‘1oyBnep U0 ‘I0IOAIP-IUO ‘SOATM

‘SUBIONOA 9Y} JO IOpUNOJ SeM SH |

101



_Page 14

102



December 2021

People Plus News — Bullding Community for 45 Years!

Page 7

This holidey follows the phasos of Semocn  And gifts am exchanged ¢
andis Iatar in the year g A
Bt it docan't matter whea it arrives,
children ars joyous when it is hars.
Chammkah tolls $e story of great Jowish man,
who won a hard batls and folt geat!

Axd then thoy had 2 meracle

when ons day’s lanep cal hstod Sor cight!
Sa, over the cextarios
this mamory has boen kept alive.

(.}ée # % . *_ LB # + . * *
 Season’s Greetings from the 70@(6
% t 7‘_ » _ ~)§€- y + *

.

By cight days of ligheing candlon, $3
and all the fxmily would arre!
Special foods are served, .
cooked in cil is a condition. <

as part of e tradition.

What Jesus Means to

VegHOSEDO

v

4
Me

ﬂ}:wﬂﬁ;:-’ % cut the window, while Mr. Miles

whare you was to scowthing

;ﬂnﬂf‘ﬂhdh .b..Z‘.‘m’ Pora Nikos

Kida ody lso b ol ™Sy e’ St B 6kcn

kinds :’g:;ﬂn shoutod running across the play- not Erds

- o =y wound. Ho canght flakes om his said pointing axcitediy atthe lirfle It was 2 boliday I'll always
day, we got excitemeat by * Wm\&ﬁ‘qmﬂl *
sitting around watching - =) ’ ® *
moririetie ¥ o £k W ¥ .
Tt s et e e " Childhood Memories By Bomsic Whecker *
nmhundzr. As a child, Christmas Eve was specal My mom  put down his box of candy. Than hs would open # wp
So ¥ you younalf and har sistar, two brothars, and their Sindbios gath-  and pess 2 around. Each of us casefully took only cos
remsambar the cld dxys it ¥ umwrap his Christmas provents, most of which wee mappy

sSomwasa
dry and fiaffy

lakes. This * And wouldn't yom know 27 Wizter
- . was lats that year. It got s all won-
coe, inchading us kids. derng, -w-.-,;

Ah:h-hhl-:l:: Thea it cams. It started om the
cptemiotiyubes 0 bresk Nekos couldn't stop locking

pickls jars, ropes, and sap clothes — warm P, socks, handkeochieds, and alwarys
saring You'we gotiteasy! # 2 box of chocolae-covered chernies. Hs would gna

and lock at us cixcled arcund his chair and pretend to

v:‘-‘:i%'-';":****

o the 2r off the tester. Ho
and locked closaly
flakos on his deove a Soy malted.
The rost of us who bad grown wp
with snow were nowhere near a5 solid and &
axcited Actually, 25 snow this might

2 ’.;wa We went in the callar docr, and I
caly two mchos.  couldn't babiewe my eyes. He mmst

UWhitens

¥ow )
Oﬂ/%‘*

e
A {m & The Bells of Bethlehem

Trampoets somnd

By PK. Allen

We went in at the end of recess  have gotten

For the Clrist child has coms to Earth

Church bells are heard all over the city

And Bethlchem is overwhalmod midday
Praising the Mosiah with joyous camols 4,

¥ F pox v
l¢ Thoughts for All Seasons "t:"- v
May yo st bo Marry bt

d’ 9 L)
Mlyywmhﬂqy e, .
with an ouslock that's bright . MU AR

axa of how ho'd gotten.
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The Honeymooners By Nonie Moody
* Growing up in the late 1950s and ~ with wife Trixie Norton (Joyce

»
*

OOé.ééOéO 0000600000000#00
)

Old Christmas Decorations *

with our first television set, my father
would watch "The
Honeymooners."

Randolph).

Together on
a Christmas

By FK Allen 26 This half-hour show hiding W
Old Christmas decorations ¥ % show was simple gifts became a
Bring back memories from the past in props but hilar- problem -when
Of those decades long gone by ious in delivery. Ralph and Alice *
Oh, how they went so fast Sweet smiling hid their gifts in
: _ Alice (Audrey the same place.
th?ittlll)t;l :nb:g m%r::mem Meadows) was Distrust appears »
That I looked upon as a little boy a perfect wife and a mousetrap
AS excited as could be to Ralph (Jackie causes Ralph
: Gleason), who pain. Round after ¥
Those huge dated Christmas tree balls was gruff and made poor choices. round, the absurd
Received from mom each year Ed Norton (Art Carney) was the dilemmas occur and my dad would
I spread them evenly around the tree talented absent-minded neighbor howl like a coyote with laughter.
With a smile and tear *
Then there are of the homemade ones * ﬁ' - * ‘&
Adding to the Christmas cheer -' " sk
Beautiful and elegant - * » ® W
Made by friends no longer here Oh Christmas Tree By Ellen Brown
And! fad ﬁnallly thosel .ofmandzﬁm Holidays and celebrations can — the big, multi-colored onesand ¥
N ﬂb‘g nfmble s‘;:.l g conjure up vivid memories. mom and my sister wrapped them
: ngfve Se Vel’)’bseame grandchildren * Decorating the Christmas tree around-the tree, and when they
grown to be straight and tall as a child was one I still carry. were plugged in there was an ele-
These are just some of the memories Christmas wasn’t as chaotic inour  vation of excitement.
Old Christmas decorations bring to hght * house in the 1950s, but there was  The ornaments were carefully i
To help in our celebration always great excitement and ritual released from their holding cells
and to make our Christmas bright around decorating the tree. It was and placed on a table to examine

S

* .q;g ® Time is Flying!

By Doris Weinberg ek o
Ifit's less then 20 days to the holidays, 0"
then I guess we should get busy. o
That means we’ve had 340 to plan already,
that thought makes me quite dizzy!

Time flies much too fast
and we waste so many days.
Suddenly the holiday is upon us, \
and we rush like we're inadaze.

_The trick is to prepare early,
‘the p:evxous hohday is done'

?-mmenmwnhssotnayaofﬁp
Thxspastyearhasbeenﬁﬂlofstress

o

Prepanng for a very good nme,
will help, it’s my belief.
- Whether you buy some gifts or prepare special food,
it’s good to get an early start.
The first step would be to make a list
or even a calendar chart. '*‘
If these chores are done early,
you will have more time and much less stress.
The holiday will be enjoyed, %
and any mess will be so much less.
So, take my advice and get
an early start on your list. A ‘m
And the fatigue and rush, iR
certainly, won’t be missed!

FLULH

e

the first sign that Christmas was
coming. :

It was mom who orchestrated
the holiday preparations, includ-
ing getting the tree. The four of
us kids piled into the Buick and
we headed across town, where
every year she bought the tree at
the same garden center, and every

[y year she complained about the

price. I still remember walking
‘hrough the stands of trees and
feeling as if I were walking in a
forest and the smell of pine which
always reminds me of the warmth

-of family. We didn't always agree
on the perfect tree, but eventually

consensus was reached, and with
mom's approval, the attendant
dragged the tree to the car and tied
it on the roof. The top of the tree
just hung over the windshield, and
we winced every time mom went
around a corner and we saw the
tree sway ever so sli 3

Home safely, dad took the tree
off the car and brought it inside to
place in the stand. It was his only
contribution as he was somewhat
of a Scrooge. The ornaments and
lights were carried down from the
attic where they had been stored
in the same boxes year after year.
My older brother tested the lights
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for damage. The special ones were
made of mercury glass, and we
all knew how delicate they were.
It was a rite of passage when we
were deemed old enough to place
one of those ornaments on the tree
by ourselves.

The lights strung; the ornaments
hung; it was time for tinsel! Lots
and lots of tinsel. Every year we
were reminded not to throw it on
the tree but to neatly place the
“strands across the branches. It took
forever, but the result was shimmer

e

e xSk

andshmeandglowandmagxcand. ’

every year my sister and

andIstoodbackanddeclaredltthe &

most beautiful tree ever.
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3% Some Words for Thought in the New Year By px. Allen %

Resolutions and wishes are easy to make,
But it's hard to make them come true.
Here are some words to think about,

See what that they mean to you.

PEACE
LOVE
JOoY

*

“ofor
gl

*

* Xmas has been around awhile! — and is
celebrated all around the world, in one way
or another. We’re all familiar with the many
rituals used in our country, and perhaps a
few others, but there are more! Lots more.
* Many you may not even have heard of.
The four million Jews in the U.S., of
. oourse, do not celebrate Xmas, but do cel-
}%‘g ebrate the major holiday named Hanukkah
* at about the same time. There will be a
30-foot-tall Menorah on the
White House lawn!

In the Philippines — hardly
the place you think of at Xmas
— there is a friendly competi-
tion among 11 villages to
build the biggest LANTERN!
With, of course, singing and
dancing. The winner now
is about 20 feet in diame-
ter; some wild kinda light,
no? In Austria, children fear
Krampus, a kind of demon
who steals naughty kids away.
»* As you might expect, the

Scandinavian countries are Xmas-files
too. Sweden builds the GALVE GOAT —a
huge 40-foot-tall wood-and-paper goat that
some people traditionally try to burn down.
They’ve been successful I think 29 times

****

L

*
3¢

e

*‘s‘*'***%*&*

Many celebrations of Christmas

. 2

o= New Year’s Cheer " By PK. Allen

n Glass of wine

d AuldLang Syne
:; In good health

'r_ Sufficient wealth
h May wars cease

1

d Midnight cheer
P Happy New Year
r T

it " N

: peid ﬁﬁ: oo W

Yesterday is history, it can't be

changed, *
But we can celebrate todayand %
tomorrow in such a way
That when they do become *
yesterday,
We will know we made a #
difference. #*
S
*
By Russ Kinne *

since 1966, the last time in 2016.

Toronto has an impressive display of some
300,000 LED lights, with fireworks thrown
in for good measure. Lots of people ice
skate too.

Norway has an odd season where people
try to steal each other’s BROOMS to ride
around on. In Iceland, you may find the
“Yule Lads” who commit mild mischief
for three days at Christmastime. Germany,
as you might expect, has
some of the oldest traditions
of all. Nikolaus (not Saint
Nicholas) roams around the
night of Dec. 6, leaving treats
for the good children. But
he’s accompanied by Knecht
(farmhand in English), who
taps the bad kids with a stick
or whip. In Venezuela, people
go to church services — on
roller skates.

And there are big Xmas
markets in many major
cities like Strasbourg,
Dresden, Copenhagen, Moscow — that’s
a surprise! — Austria, Prague, Brussels,

Madrid, Naples, Manchester, England,
and — Chicago!
Merry Christmas, everyone!

* ¥

*

*

Home for By Bonnie Wheeler

P * The ham is in the oven baking
Sweet potatoes and casserole all ready
While a pecan pie is waiting
The table is set with napkins folded
* Time for a nap

Serveé ourself!

a ®
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days between
these family
destinations.
Yes, there were sales; however,

L,

Eve

the things were shopworn and #*
wrols - limited. As I said above, “One Christmas joy of our chlldxen and orand-
lon’t y?ar,” never again ——‘it was a % children and today, six .
: all dlsappomtlng year with com- gree_lt-gra.ndchxldre_n
was promised gift choices. Their excitement with
ered  The birth of Jesus is a symbol » opening gifts and a
anta  of joy, hope, love and peace. In ~  happy birthday Jesus
sck- this holy season, let us not be * cake was our gift. So, 1
lace frugal with faith, prayer and the many years later, we A B
ived time we share with family and ™ relive our times together ; o
tion friends. Season’s Greetings to * » *
ler’s you and yours. :

AT % Journey or Destination? By Russ Kinne

» Well, they’re both important — and
usually differ quite a bit in their plea-
f sure-level. But for importance; yield way
to ambulances, fire engines, police cars
with flashing hghts—of course, all emer-
ﬂ gency vehicles — and yield even a few
- people carrying a stretcher with an injured
person, perhaps a hiker or skier, onboard.
" Or even a distraught mother driving her
injured child to the doctor.
#¢ Al but the last one are readily identi-
fied by sirens and flashing lights. If the
_, mother is on the ball, she’ll turn on her
F four-way flashers to let everyone know
she’s asking for the right-of-way. That’s
® better than nothing; it’s always a good idea
to let people know there’s an emergency,
if only by flashing lights and leaning on
your horn. Try three beeps, repeated over
and over.
ot o R S e L Ak S

e

v W
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Yesterday Christmas By Bonnie Wheeler

In yesteryears, our life was filled with the  and watch as they make the bnrthday cake,

e A s

As for pleasure — there’s a HUGE list
of what’s "pleasurable" for different folk.
And for folk of different ages. A young
child may love to ride in the car (pets,
too) and don’t much care where they go.
Later on, when they start driving, it’s the

trip that counts the most; and with adults,

what they drive may be paramount. Most
men, and many women too, are "car nuts"
and really groove on driving a Jag, or a
Benz or a BMW or a Porsche. Or even
some Detroit Iron; there’s no accounting
for tastes, especially here.

Bicyclists and motorcyclists have a very
different driving experience, being out
in the open where you really can "smell
the roses." But, of course, your old bod
is much less protected too. So though it’s
more fun, it’s much more dangerous too
— bone up on safety gear and pmwdunes'

A SeC_ ke O
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smg “Sllent Night” in church, raise their
children, and make their
own family traditions. As
long as there is a birthday
cake for Jesus on the
table, I will feel blessed
» knowing they remember

the true meaning of our

oy ¥

Boating is — usua]ly' — great fun,
whether you’re zipping (or ploddmg)
around in a power boat, or silently and
smoothly gliding along in a sailboat.
Either way, the trip is much more pleas-
ant than the destination — where you're
faced with tying up to a pier (or trying
to find an empty spot), washing the boat
down, cleaning up things in general and
just being ashore again. The trip is way
better.

And there’s nothing to beat flying, pref-
erably in a small plane at low altitudes,
where you can see things. And pretty
much go where you want and when you
want, with no speed zones, radar guns,
crazy drivers or complicated intersections.

A vast improvement! — safer too, but be
careful — it’s addictive.
Ask me how I know that. p
5 S R b e S
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The Christmas Blanket
By Gladys Szabo

*

s Working at Indepandence Association,
'-“‘myﬁn:,obnlmgﬁtant&do

Lived with his pareats. Chmck was zot
verbal and comfined to 2 wheelchair, but
we loarnad to commmmicate very well.

¢ 1 would got him uwp, dressed, fod, and

* * AL I S then take him to the IA dxy program.
What, No Christmas Gifts e s R o4, [ bocama
This Year? By Sally Harmkka One Christzas I gave Chuck 2 warm

It may be hard to get the gifts 4 fwry throw with twe lrge golden

You wished to give this year. £ Tetriovers covering the whole blanket.

Toys, eloctronics, and everything alse * ' Chuck loved dogs. When he would visit

Ars hald in ships still m port, I far. ubmﬂﬂ'wﬂlﬁsu‘;:ud

What to put under the Christmas tros? ! our Totriover’s haads

I'vo got some suggestions to try. e - " ) pever moved The blanket bocame his

Gmghﬁnhwhhﬁmﬂymﬁn‘ * # CometoGrandma's # fwari thing o akways have with him It

Dogslodding is cne idea for the family. e Come to ima’s house " blanket broach, .

Thare are wveral places in Maine to 5ea. — et For lots of Christmas . Theopttho blanketon

Winter carnivals to watch ice carving 2 A Bringyour praseats and yow fo0d 75 mﬂngnoﬁh%ywnnhd

Is anothar sde that comes 10 ma. o W-m = togethar.

N But we o obedby s
A%‘:{mﬁm" e * This past year, I kad to have my

Fill wp the ith fricnds & * * »* 3 * 16-ysar-cld dog put down. I then adopted

To look 2t beantiful Light displays _. Magical Snowflakes * Humter who was a rescus from Alabana.

Eurry, gt Sckets bedors  ends! st By Besty Bavor in Waskingeon holds & p—y Proparing for his arrival Twas

Tako tho kids 0 500 the Nutcracker the most mowsall with an munge of 671 - the crate and Jooking for bodding whea I

Or stago version of "A Clristmas Carol "y 5 s Sur stk s e e inchersemy 6 ontper your Thabighaet 202000 T8 ROt S e et

Than cut to dinzer 2t 2 searby restawrant, 4 3l o S n 3 o was 12M5imchesim 2ld love zy dog having his

One thar's possibly near the Marsill e n 3 u.._enm-n That is over 100 Put 2 in the crate and fiuffed 2 up.

kﬂ'ﬂh: oo et of snow, enough 1 cover a mme-wry . Once Huster was settied in, he womld

Not all gifts have to fit under the troe, ply > g9ews or maybe check " “ lay in the crate om his nice blanket whils

And antcipation can be part of e fun. *P‘w.“"‘*"ﬂm“'““";; As we collocted mowflakes I mads the bed and got dressed Whan

With gifts of adveatare and eotertainment, 50387 M "’"““‘“ 3 on chilled biack vehut cloth and locked  warmer weather cams, I removed the

prﬁmmhnmhm * ""“‘S.m_‘ o e, 2t tham with a magnifying giass. Wo 2lso - blanket and put lighter bedding in the

3 provid folded pa ﬂﬁﬂg:l:q crate. I rualized that Fanter would lay an
e i yous By o b i windows o "‘m"“.: tho flocr in fromt of the cre whilo T
: o . S . my moming Dot in $e aate.
.\@ * ‘& will shase the joy of a fevorke winter activ- pisce of ghss and a plastic . it the Ba cool am
Snowy Mittens i i:?‘.mmzmm"im,
\" By Dorts Wetnberg * while I made the bed.

Axbough the winer i 1 1 liko to think that maybe Huntar feals

mm:;u . }'5% tho Jove 2nd connection Chuck and I had

sood x ey things bpcmdnmﬂqbrlun

A foazing cold Be

I'lihud’m::ymilgm g *

outude to around. n A snowflakes, covering tham quickly

A fort or 2 snowman " ﬁ;"‘:mmﬂ mhmzlrad'c-dxndw b 3

ca tho Lywa mist be mads. Joval 10 be kept in a nowbok ar ca your thay do nct fall on top of each ofhec

Tts hoad with 2 scarf, coal and carroe, e after cach storm. Add thees Taks your mowflakes on the ghas maide.

and a hat for some shads! e in the spring of 2022 1o 366 who bad, Doax't touch the or snowtiakes until

Whes Ssafing toc cold, ‘whars the most soow il Ciallangs a rok ﬁ,mnu:mm-um

* * ‘miztos or mare. The will malt

you come 12 with red checks. mufn—inu&wﬂwm .

Hot chocalate is dqlhrzhyu&nrm mmdhmu-m

andthe firsplace speski.  §¢ # ¥ om sty and rcord imowhill wround the 0 PEE Myt okesptham.

) ) worid. Mlyboymnmdnm‘l“ 4 .
Tt draws you near with cup in hand, The of Washi o flake or two for } fun -y D S
Yes, wintar has many good pomts, hare also in the United Si M Rai zagical and wintr
3, i, iz ¢ - & e
L * ok O B % ..&,_. k. * &
— Ui I pl for Christm By Russ Kine

Christmastime By PK Allen

R O T S e

Tbabtxh‘nCh*-m ‘ *
Pocpls shoppmg around k| 2 handfl of times. But soms ware mamonabls.  all weat
For last mimto Christmas preseats I found myslf at McMurdo Sownd in Th—mqlnhdbyd.OEm
s qoy!d‘ .Yﬂriwrth:ﬁl‘h b Mthh:' s 10 Jan
- it. You pary ! —at 10 am oo
Whils children wat mpatiantly 4. US baes thare are 1? Curious, I went in to find 2
%mhm %!’ ad in my axperience around 3
opea those chow is Srst-rate, and it was. 3 and a
Markod — to who and who from A Sow dozen roast turkeys, mp of the wuorld. On eveey
As nighetims. % with “all the fxings” and oy it was Now Years ina
Excitement is on the rise ing with dabicious mince difforent part of the world,
Noaring the time s, dalicicus, a fine and they ware o having
For Saxta Clause to arrive . meal for most aoywhars, 24 calobrations! —as
e ot alons oo an iecovered the w2 passed each Exe of
Faces li __"‘!"; island cn the “South ke X
T thoes Thare wese shout 75 at But another xice
— l::‘"‘ # McMurdo (called mnited ws — e O-Clxb had
Wiapped — in warms weather whea £ shown a nice proft, and all the
* ” o meited) and 2 bandfal of Navy cocks drizks were £va! So we had a leisasly,
¢ * “¥*  turned out a gourmst mosal for. friandly tme, g cach other’s compaxzy
HeiaBorn By Bowmic Wheeler * Moﬂm'nﬂ walcomed! a ﬂmﬁwaﬁx
Christzas treq, toc. So we all chosred HAPPY NEW YEAR,
The holidary spirit sings = the air . 2 woak Later 3t was time for New — most of us woadering
sn-ﬁn-;n—dmsﬁt-tﬂﬁs -,}-» Y-lhideumw whare mlpuinhndu.hh
surround the mativity scans, our eyes gowmg hb-?nhd.n a:dmhm‘lh badn't yet bean mvented.
\ M-ln:-bdvy]-ubmﬁn-ﬂd-n-i » E Now " — are mansious )

111



2022

112



Write On Writers
of People Plus

[llustrations by
People Plus Art Class
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An anthology of prose and poetry by the Write On Writers
of People Plus in Brunswick, Maine © 2022

Other publications by the Write On Writers People Plus include:

Poets and Storytellers; Writing for fun
Poets and Storytellers; Writing for fun, volume 11
It's about Time,; Poems & Stories read by the authors
Muses and Memories; An Anthology of Prose and Poetry
From Maine and Away; An Anthology of Prose and Poctry
Times and Seasons, Writings from the Heart of Maine

An Anthology of Prose and Poetry
Journeys and Reflections
Out of Our Minds
Write From the Heart

Design & Cover by Paul Karwowski
Free Cover lllustration courtesy of Vecteezy.com
Hiustrations by the People Plus Art Class
Publication by People Plus
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May 2022 People Plus News ~ BuildinLCommunity for 45 Years! : : Page7

Farewel! G-Io\dysl We e muss VOU'
e nk&Gl ---,iho Hannaford po’ -

Connors
: nwouldukesbmumindﬂmmmeto mﬂmmnm“ﬁyoumdmm
find everything you needed?”

pm&nosboponymownl" ’ 5
‘you are one mam:llim,l’eopll

to: ed ets!  Gladys,

a monthly ritual, always a good Plus is better g
 time, and there came the day when we rolled mmmber.yw’llalwqysh-w:lmen
‘wlohchpmmmmmw Bmwnk(mlybejunnotahnbnﬂo.
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Don’t miss this Author’s Chat!

Write On Writers group

launch 10th book on Nov. 9
The Write On Writers

mmm We

An Authar’s Chat on the new publicas
,lhmbmsde&xledul’eoplel‘h

 for Wednesday, Nov. 9 s 2 pm. Since no

Author’s Chat took place $or the group's last

- book, Write From the Iieart, because of the
ﬂctavmmha-bwm&uudh
Coonained amid its 185 pages are poetry,

humar, prose (fiction and non-fiction),
coninmed on page 6

L i e

Authors Chat contmued ﬁvm page 1

. memuirs, and other delaghtful volanteering in “Volunteers,” or scout-
weeders. The Write On Writers are ingin “Yes, I Am Still A Girl Scout”

- especially pleased to have the Prople  — Foranimal kovers, there is a trea-
Plusl\nauumnuueadmw sure trone of reading in “Life With
with their creative illustmtions %ody “Calleigh" “My Grady." and

. throughoet the book. “a Dog’s Love”™ oe for those into wild

P Wrire femures 17 authors aad animals, there is “Avian and Human

- works by 12 artists, It show- Nesting Habs™ “Chipmunks”
c43¢s 77 poems, 76 und “Here Come the Crows"

B ;I;&ll_ :s And =0 much more. St

- 69 illustrations, us OMMB
- an by longtime g

¥ Insicle W Wrize readens will find e o il

i oy e I wriking cxam- — It’s about Time Pocms & Stortes

e read by the auhors

© Mysers dut will ke you Muses and Memories; An
- search focan answeein “The Harp” LA 0 7

.:‘ . . M\gmw?m.(

L i undenst 3 4 AR
*32&.3“‘ in “Why I Anthotogy of Frose and Poctry
mutmmmmn o Ttmes and Scasons, Weitlngs froms
= memoirs like “Parch the Heart of Maine
Swing™ and "My Favorite Teacher!" An Aniology of Prose and Postry
= Or “Lunch With A Seagull" may o and
- make you recall similar experiences — Ot of Onr Minae
mmownhh.mmw&q&‘?f o Write From the Heart

e “Wednesday Afternoon . B Wrise, ulong with many other
will do the same. Write On Writers books, can be
— Fird a litthe state hastoey in “The from amazoa.com or at the

- Year Maine Burned,” oc keamn aboe

Center for $14.95.
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TOPSHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY PRESENTS

JOY OF THE PEN

Annual Writing Competition for Maine Residents

Congratulations to the 2022 winners!

NOVEMBER 16, 2022 ~ EMMA ~ O COMMENTS

ripp Fiction Award: Jim Mentink]

Fiction Honorable Mention: Lorelei Greenwood)

Margaret F 1 try Award David Sloan fo
ible Mention: Cynthia Larson for

1 Nancy Bro

Honorable Ment John Reinhart

2022 Joy of the Pen winners and fadges

rd. Greg Simpson
Mention Fred Cheney for "Danced to the Fiddle*
Charlotte Schatz for “To Lend a Hand"
Al try Award Luisa Feliciano for “Crow”

This is Fred Cheney’s short play “Dance to the Fiddle™
https://joyofthepen.topshamlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/12/Danced-to-the-
Fiddle.pdf
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N THE MEMBERS OF THE WRITE ON WRITERS
noon at the Center! This month Stacy

I 2 4un 9roup who kv naw mambers| " .‘
A -~ — — o
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¥* ¢ e jg\
g fr # Wutew .

N e e Snowflake 3.
New Year’s Cheer | &li&’bﬂm E 3

By PK Alien -
Ghass of wine May wars cease m!qmdnugm —*«
AuldlLangSyns  Hope for peace &-uhdxg--l

Do ey all look Eke s
Happy New Year .'f’ ‘u_

'*&

* Chnstmas’ﬁdmgs ByNauany *

Which kft Eetle Bocky aghast.
n-c-a.mw---n #* - “Whyo-nmy!-ﬂan o said,
Czd::-ﬁlﬁ o “Why doss it kave %o die?™ =
Cards with writings. : | dossn't dio,” har Mom

i th-ﬂpamc-&dlxng. ¥ A AP 2 “n;nah?ﬁmh:id. .1*
1t's Christmas time 2t the @n_- & * Why By Bonnic Wheeler K:‘::'uh ‘l:nm -
Thoy debver cards to hill and St 5 puzzied ts year ;rh‘uﬂhnmh : 4
For Jesus' birth brings an exciting evest As ho looks doun from his sled =1l moko bhm -
sy *‘hm"?‘—m“‘”* ind S all s ey 10 e 5 *
» BRSNS Fowanmfsmed—gn ot
. = sy ligh odey = s
b Sparkles For All Seasons = Kids excited bue gmﬂl&nnwb '
* 2 . By Deb Noane " é ’ h';ih . wumb:n-:z -
% ;S:hmemamyﬁm.“tmmd = *&nuwtm\dn . *
) : Ydlhhbyhm Whan it scaks imo the ground
o E hpm?::wmlﬂ{::-' & & haro o sizy "i;“'m’md“
- ﬁh u EB-"’ ke Sothey will drink it pasd grom. 5.
~ 3: A:;hryn:rb-‘ﬁh;:un ,: m g And‘dc-bod these™ VIV
g moming walk, droplets of shary 2 . Bocky thought for 3 momant,
w B zﬂ;-mi::n::-l-hshrﬂ Jomws. é S * *. - Andﬁmlyumu -
e & sparkle 2 lover pzes 3 g N 3 That her mowtake kmpﬂd
T blood 1ed, = ' A Remembered Miracle
3. sﬁ?ﬂ:‘-“"_“ - ening - " By Dons We . And bar worriss were now eased.
4 & Tairy Gt spockles whan Tisker Bl fies sround + Another Chumlab will socaroll wound. “F4¢
7 Wondy and Peter Pan. . . ! % The tims is drawing near "
" Farvworks sparkle and crack, flling the sy WA RS+ 1y 2 s o e Db, &y *
o ofcdler i candllight 9 closa 15 o and of tha yeur ristmas Trees
mu‘.ﬂm-@g 1 *h-d-d-q:- ' B2 sysuuw-t
Vains ﬁ:mnp-kh-ai-dwduuz.h Mﬂlﬂﬂ-!h B~ & E-ly tht wondous o
gé :"’Ylu. ':‘:"!"“"““"‘ v digs ,-4 whehuntl-h-ﬂn-#n When at littio bbe was born.
A qni:bs dmcos mawaynocadiogam . 4 B back -t thare to gaard-
L imee when g gadon, 3 gmknm-:’;fu o A ey X"
_. spazkle cna Eralight spazkles Thear sl loumg.
§  from Hanoukah . g*h-;:yynﬁ::y:y.mmm Mlum::;l*l
" § = e " Bamsifed Rl ighed,
el =, Foonidven mob thing fyrmoa. Mapla blushod o oo wh price
3 3 " They would facl themmschos disloyal Ehbmdn-rhbﬁy?
& A was st ’ * Bar wars of joy.
A o Bt tako many duys.

Mhdx‘bm W.ﬂ."& ‘ Mﬂm“‘n-‘g:-h "-

Wit Pina, with all in accord-
Janu Snow For all the years since, that miracle it resembared.
* & byS. :LM #* Childron aro rotid the Raised his ames to praise the Lond!

s
e YYVYY
S § "

mﬁ-ny-mpa.ﬁnmun‘ ¥

#5 g "
¥ who provided this bexutiful
s Beauty of Spirit

By Bob Mulligan
* What then & impossible to 50
That which we bear in cur innar gar

T Fosl i the heart, know m owr despest soul
u Just i M‘E :

F::""S‘-dm v rnhy-ma-

Treen. bghts, Accepted whare wekcomed

Frisndip, 2nd warmth Warmly

. A

(" *
#
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o - * * * '
w W W Y, *
s L Wanted My Students to Feel Joy By Berty Bavor

. Being a physical education teacher in an elementary school, my teach- s

ing space was a gymnasium which converted to a cafeteria for lunch,

and an upper and lower playground. Classrooms were decorated for the

Christmas season, and I taught a unit of game-related musical activities,

rhythms, movement and dance. »
_ Talso wanted to decorate my teaching space in the gym. I consulted with £

visible upon entering the

i

Although I am not a talented

people caroled every year.
Groups got together and walked

ﬂ?.-.?ﬂ

_the art and music teachers to avoid any conflicts with their curriculum
plans. Not a problem and we even initiated future ideas. ’
The gym decorations over the years included stars, reindeer, Santa Claus,
Christmas trees, sleighs, etc. I made enough identical pieces 18 to 24

* inches in height, putting one letter of
. For example, MERRY CHRISTMAS
their 6wn letter. They were hung prominently above the cafeteria doors,

a Christmas message on each piece.
—_ 14 LETTERS, 14 stars each with ..
w

gym.
My gymnasium was not left out for holiday decorations, bringing joy to
students, teachers, and school visitors during the holiday season.

’. Season's greetings angpeace be with you one and all.
- ‘ ‘. - | G

-, g .
3 Christmas Caroling By Alene Staley [\,

“Noel.” Then I moved to Maine.

i

rx singer, I enjoy singing and I joined a church in Portland.
Jove Christmas carols. When I  They had a tradition of caroling g

was young while living in the every year. We met at church and
Southwest suburbs of Chicago, then drove to different neighbor- n

hoods to visit and sing. It was

cold and often snowy, but it was Z
around neighborhoods going just “like the good old days.” ;
door to door. I loved to hear the  After caroling, we would return n ﬂ?
r} knock on the door. We all stood  to the church for a spaghetti t
inside with the door open and dinner cooked by the minister d
} sang along with the carolers. It and some of his buddies. After o
was magical. When 1 was inhigh  dinner, we gathered around the g~/ fe
school, a group of us teenagers  piano and sang more carols. It ¥
formed our own caroling group  doesn't get any better than that. k
and wandered our neighborhood ~ Even today caroling is on the Z R
- singing all the way. calendar. My town has a holiday B

A “In my adult world, the festival with a bonfire n the 49
(D) opportunity to carol s . park across the street ¥
- was lost for a long o from where I live. I
time. I listened People of all k
to carols on the ages gather to n t
radio and went sing carols and Z o
" to Christmas yes there is S
ﬂ concerts, but hot chocolate y
it was not too. I wish all ¥
/) the same as of you a “Holly I
walking through Jolly Christmas B
snow and singing This Year.” n

79
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A Different Christmas
{'r By Gladys Szabo

o &na;glistelﬁngﬁomﬂleir
2+ Candy canes light your way ﬁ:
4

:;', Bedl;:i:,?h};,oumenjoyﬂne
%, Sentaand Micki welcoming %
¥ While dancing penguins bid o

: ;:‘ adieu ‘*‘
w7, Memories of the past ¥
,/»  Aswebeginanew journey

OV 37
XYY
Gift Giving .
By Sally Hartikka s
As a child, I loved to get presents ﬁ
And woke Christmas morning with glee
In hopes there’d be many packages
Under the tree for me. .
As a young mother with kids of my own
I spent so many days
Searching for just the right gifts
Treating each child fairly always. ’
Now I'm old, my ideas have changed, y |
* And the gift of time iswhatIcrave; g -
And companionship with those I love; ?
And memories that I can save.
I'worry about the plight of others '
And donate to those in need. -
Watching others enjoy the holiday ‘ﬁ
Is for me satisfying indeed. &

I’ve learned as I've grown and aged
That the old saying is very true.

It really is better to give than receive;
It leaves a good feeling with you.

10y
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Page 10

People Plus News - Bullding Community for 45 Years!

(, The Gift By Elien Brown Ea
Whaa you' grown and parkaps have childron of your cun, _
And they of the tms whan you ware small,
l-ﬂulnﬂw&%’l.ﬂhu&?«ﬂw /
Will you talk about the tims you traveled heve from paim % pine?
So.excited to 560 mow, "G it tms,” we teased you though
luMzﬁ.tbﬁdd.unh

wars challanges to confront,
A&ﬁuﬂhﬁnb@.
But y you settied in.
What wall you remenshar 25 you age
Oﬁhnul-!y days?
Will you remamber sach night before you dept

magoaton leapt’

n.duaﬂ"wmm lhn muy,m-mu
questions.

‘Tead-a-Jouds
And stories that from cur shared

et
Baing abls o axplors
The natural world outiide cur docr.
Pw&ﬁbu!h
UNO, hids and Ispy
Wil you remamber cach with it own thame,

And hot chocolate in tall zegs ped high with whipping ceam?
forts of all sorts.
T *

wning scarves above cur beads.
1&#:&&

-4

's watchful oya.

We! whwy 3
o can ma you, lﬂ'-bu)“-l Gul ;::nﬂch “AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA‘;’%
Yo ewvery dy anow, l!l. baby sleven would A b
n‘lﬁé n:yluungwbyu ) i A Dear Santa, * :L

h\mhrm W eh[&ws ¥ A L *

Ramsember we am always ¥ 2 - 1: Theyuypgopkmyagz. ::

% wd B edges . §
< i - 4
. Christmas Time Aut“ﬁndow BychNm 3 hat T find my -
By PK Alien Big, soft flake: swired and 4  made ginger molasses f I
Christmas bolls wreringing N 5"""‘““"‘“"’““‘ ¥} CousondaniceMert 4
i:;_";;‘,',’“‘ . T'IIF Iﬂs J-mn : 3 Enowthe drill ‘: "
h » A
« A tixs to celobrate beacen in the. .
& o ol '“_d:,::}':?w"!" * 2 erry Chrismas, Sana! 4
F 5 F
dlyﬂmdildnud sido and fiip, slide and. » Yours truly, »
* :3 ﬂ_:’mmﬂz&nuf * 1& \‘ S. Pasty L. Sparks 2
¥ Shoimagineda & of soft b b A =z 3
Smd;:yhf.ﬁc - * 3 “ﬂ})‘AAAAAAAAAAAA“
- As $o block of wood took shaps " "
Would it be Santa, of s shouldar :
Mly'bou-h'l:m nﬁngaann Winter
Or 2 tizy antique track, soon painted red By Bonnte Wheeler *
A cold blast of air
* W‘:;ﬂ?ﬂdmﬂﬂwdlmmam = —
s i S e s % i T ‘ &
3 mwaumm@z bar heart s
for sponsoring e e
- Ehh'!pwxﬁg e )
the hohday gnﬂhﬂu&m —:?- ~ % ¥
ed on of % L A Christmas Surprise By Bill Perry ¥ *
ce " “Toras the night before Christmas and oo the wreath, which was We ware at a stalemate. My clder
poems 8 prosel all through 6 house # was xmch too  bakind noy younger sistr om the back  sister readied 2 pillow from 6 wofa,
. cold for amy mouse to survive. My two  of the swofa. The candlos represeating  while I the ing wTeath
sstars, one older 2nd cne younger, bad mh&mdm—np&a 2xd ran toward e kitchen snk. My
mndnmhnan:?-d combamation for this Christmas  younger sister and wis sat in dishabief
the bolidyys with nay wil me. We were szjoying the atour wondaring
Snothynhgmdﬁwqtﬂh mdhmﬁmhm of the buming wreath would be. As I
e Linke Jack Frost wafting Srough the apartmont . burried toward the kitchen sink,
s Linkel :’.hu:dl;:a i:n-- r -h!y:#ﬁobﬂn: dhmmm*mga-yﬁn‘zv
al owe ) darfal German Christmas. wistar’s head. smother e Sxming wreath in nry
ra Lowe, Author We knd a frosly cut Christmas tree Sammer began to rise, xnd we At wo reached the kichea ok, the
- C the ki of cur 200-year-cid k-wh short time everything  dropped the pi the flamas at the
:nmﬁ:?e:d’m“ nhmu‘:\:w!d&mﬁn-bn sams time I&ubm
tohdu.l&mmnﬂxanqm we acted quickly. My clder sister, the )é)mtmdlbdudxnde&n
itemn for a perfct German Christmas.  sciantist in the family, had decided that 2
Thare was 2 g00%6 i the owea, and it would be best to smother the Sames, ul—nndhimngnm‘pnhn
wo had ﬂébT while I, a practical sachascal bad out, and simply
dishes Christmas Fro decided that dousing the flamss in the " Tho o0t was a vary tasty
Wo bt 2l four of the Advent candles  kitchan sink would be bost. roward for all of us. j

sowe day, after all, everyone has @ story 1o el Thank you.

e

A Memorable Christmas By Swe Linke!
I camo home from the be a ho-lmm, but his siblings were
bospital with a present  excited They all wanted to hold him.
- 3 now baby brother.  In thowe days we werea't told ahsad
The mure puthim in  if it was a boy or girl- the boys wen - *
a large red stocking  Six to fe! . 4

for the trip homne. He
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2023

Gabrion says I he i is retiring as PP editor!

(We'll believe it
when we see it)

Patrick Gabrion has announced that he
will be leaving his position as editoe of the
People Plus newspaper a1 the end of June,
2023, Thus, the July 2023 issue will be his
hnomuﬁam'bribuymmﬂnph

In his exit Jetter to Execantive Director
Stacy Frizzle-Edgerton, Patrick said, in
part, “The ead of my fisll-time journalism

A

in 2018 and part-time hiring at
People Plus a few months lluhmeyo-
vided a smooth transition period, &3 I've
sttempeed to udiust o the mknmvns of
retirement. And for that, [ thank you.
“I'hnotmw‘bfnsﬁlough we would
survive the retirement of Frank Connors
froen (e newspegec; but Patrick belped us
through that trasaitica and showed us the
wmmwmm
him for the Jast S years and we will miss
him here at the Cettec, and as part of cur

YAlso, I'm gruteful for having had the §
appartunity to work for and represent
s0ch an outstanding organization as People
Plus. It's 100 bad every community doesn’t |
possess such & thriving gathering place foe |
ull nges.” Patrick conchxded. ‘
So, flor Patrick, & will be more free time
for being retired ... and for riding bicy.
cles. “We hope we haven’s seen the last of
Phninkuhismoﬁboohmmmwﬁm

natmmluemdm . Fingers crassed, :

Gareer at The (Brunswick) Record
Titeea folls!" said Frizzle-Edgerton,

Jan 3ex2

Page 16 Maveh Jed3

Join our fun team!

Sinee Patrick has decided to retire, the People Plus
orgunization needs a staff copywriter 1o fill his shoss,
The job entails an hourly pay rate for writing articles,
doing an interview or two every month, editing when
needed and reprising previous articles. The position
averages about five hours a week, and the bulk of the
work ¢an be done from home. Computer skills are n
necessity nlong with an interest in inreracting with
members al the Center, attending fun meals, social
gatherings, and events; snd generally becoming a part
of the Peaple Plus newspaper production team!
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PEOPLE PLUS MEMBER, DEB NOONE, meets with Bowdoin student, Ayhorng,
as part of the Midcoast Literacy “Elder Memoirs Project.” These two will meet once a
' week for 8 weeks and Deb will share stories and memories from her Iife. Ayhorng will

- document Deb’s personal history and create an original, short book that captures her
 special moments and memories. s
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Member

“Member Moment” gives people who

participate in programs

Moment

and acrivities at People Plus a

chance to tell us a little bit abour themselves. Don't be surprised ifyou might be asked a fow
questions some day, qfter ail, everyone has a story to tell. Thank you.

Getting to know Bunny Carlisle

By Charmaine Daniels

“I love change.” said Ruth Ann “Bunny™
Carlisle, busting the myth that older people
embrace routine. At 83, the former drama
major continues to celebrate the spirit of
adventure even as she has started to reflect
on some of her memories during the weekly
Write on Writers group at People Plus.

Those memories include working for
American Airlines for 35 years, first as a
stewardess and then as a training supervi-
sor. Growing up near Philadelphia, Carlisle
attended Catholic schools and after grad-
uating from Marywood College, landed
a summer job where she learned about
openings for stewardesses. Feeling like she
couldn’t see herself going to New York City
alone to seek an acting job, or more likely,
waitressing for a long time before she did,
she decided to apply.

“T was the spy in the sky.” she said of her |4

supervisor career, referring to making sure |

customers properly, looking professional,
and mastering emergency landing proce-
dures. Though she never experienced a crash
landing or other crisis, she said she had
traded out of a flizht that ended up crashing
into a mountain in the Caribbean. Although
she didn’t know that then, that flight she
almost boarded was just the first of several
incidents where she narrowly escaped death.

“I loved airplanes.” she said, remembering
how she even relished the smell of the jet
fuel and the feel of the tarmac underfoot in
the days before jetways made it easy to walk
right on board. Because she had enough
seniority, she managed to sign on for the
inaugural flight of the Boeing 747, as well
as the inangural flight of the DC-10.

When she was flying, she felt like she was
in step with what was going on in the world.
And she met celebrities, even dating Gene
Autry and Hoagy Carmichael

She said she initially chose a career over
marriage, but at the age of 38, married entre-
preneur Bob Carlisle, a native Californian.
She had moved to Los Angeles and was
flying out of there as her base when a friend
told her about a man he thought she should
meet She and Bob were married 41 years
before he passed away several years ago.
Because they both put a positive spin on
life even in times of trouble, they were
well-matched and weathered his compa-
ny's bankruptcy as well as her subsequent
serious illness together.

“I had an umusual and exciting life, and
I married an unusual, exciting man.” she
said “He was not afraid of taking risks,
and neither was I.” she added. Once she
married, she gave up her supervisory role
and returned to being a flizht attendant so
her schedule could be more flexible.

How did she get to Maine? Her younger
brother had gone to Colby College and
settled in Brunswick, so she had visited

oﬁen Besides family, another thing that
drew her to Maine was art, specifically
the art of the Wyeths. “I love art, and I
like creative people.” she said. In Carmel,
California, she and Bob ran an art gallery at
one point and she sometimes flew to Europe
to buy pieces there for the gallery. Several
pieces still hang in her apartment.

Although she has acted in community
theater and dinner theater (“T've always been
comfortable talking in front of people™), she
enjoys art now by attending plays, concerts
and galleries. She also enjoys watching old
movies for the production values in cos-

Still a practicing Catholic, she has kept her
faith alive over the years and said that no
matter where she has traveled in the world,
the magnificence of creation is always
present She muses that her faith and being
50 trained in survival in the airlines helped
her survive a serious car crash and an illness
10 years ago that put her on a ventilator for
two weeks.

Of living at Thornton Oaks in Brunswick,
she said, “This is home now and I've got my
foothold here. But I'm always ready to go.”
One of the places she’s going is back up in
the air, in this case in a biplane ride she won
at the People Plus auction in April. She will
s0ar in an open-air cockpit over Penobscot
Bay. “T like the magic of flying,” she said,
smiling

What's to come in the future? “We don’t
know what's to come in the next years. It's
the last adventure ... and there’s still so
much to learn™

In the meantime, she said she believes in
being grateful With her clear, bright blue
eyes, she added a final nugget of wisdom:
“Always go forward.” Or in her case,
forward and up!
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35 Union St. / PO Box 766, Brunswick, ME (2(7)5729—0757 www.peopleplusmaine.org

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BRUNSWICK SURPRISED AND
HONORED e Plus member, Claude Bonang with
awell-deserved service and eormmlw nteerism award.

140

People Plus member Claude Bonang recelves award

October 2023 Volume 23, No. 10

A well-d&served accolade for a marvel of a

Longtime People Plus member Claude
Bonang (inset photo) got a big surprise last

monﬂxwlpnheshaweduptoperﬁnmata
lunchtime meeting. When
l; tohkalhemgatophymuslewkh

suw,hawasmdwholdonmrmm-

What followed was a standing ovation for
Claude as he was given the club's Paul Harris

Award for community service and generosity.
The 93-year-old teacher, historian, author,
‘musician, artist, gelato scooper

and YouTube star admits he was stunned.

For 32 years, Claude taught biology at
Brunswick lgh School, where his enthu-
siasm, creativity and- class- field trips to
Harpswell to collect sea life in the tide pools

continued on page 6
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Claude Bonang award continued from page 1

motivated students. He also cooked — over
Bunsen burners —a meal of locally harvested
clams, mussels, and periwinkles for his AP
Advanced Biology students after their unit on
mollusks.

He was known as a kind and dedicated
teacher. People Plus member Ruth Thibodeau
had him for biology class and says he was
always willing to give her extra help.

Outside of class, Claude took clam, mussel
and scallop shells along with sea urchins and
starfish to make whimsical sculptures sold at
craft fairs or donated to good causes — includ-
ing donating them for decades to the Music in
April fundraiser for People Plus.

Born in Br ick to a French-Canadi

family and growing up in Brunswick. He
illustrated it as well, titling it “Memories in
Verse." In 2006, he self-published a second
edition, “Memories in Verse and Prose.” about
events and changes in the town of Brunswick
over the years, as well as some of his own life

experiences.
Claude lives in Brunswick with his wife,
Ann, a former math teacher whom he married
60 years ago. They have two sons and two
granddaughters. He still corresponds with 300
people via e-mail, many of whom are former
students. His legacy continues.

One more thing to know about Claude that
you don’t want to miss: He is on YouTube
di d as the Lone Ranger and

family of nine children, Claude graduated
from Brunswick High in 1948 and from
Bowdoin College in 1952. After teaching for
two years at Lisbon High School, he went
to teach in France, living on the Left Bank
of Paris and later traveling all over Europe.
After he returned, he spent three years back
at Brunswick High before leaving to earn a
master’s degree from Stanford University in
Palo Alto, Calif.

Claude’s journey as a musician started when
he was given a ukulele as a child. He learned
that along with the guitar. Later he mastered
the harmonica, pan flute and melodica. Now
he concentrates on the rhythm bones (he made
them from cow ribs gotten from Bisson &
Sons butcher shop in Topsham), spoons, har-
momeaandmusxcalsaw Hehnsplayedm

g homes from B to Lewis
andhehasbecnaconsnstmtpnmcrpmnm
Rotary’s Maine’s Got Talent variety show,
along with MSMT’s Footlight Follies. He has
also performed on the bones with the Fiddle-
icious orchestra.

And, of course, he has performed at People
Plus; in fact, he was the first entertainer at the

Plus Center when it moved to Union
Street. And he performs every year at the
Gelato Fiasco Scoop-a-thon to benefit the
Teen Center. )

Obviously, reti from hing in
1987 didn’t slow Claude down. Ie has
authored several works of local history. First,
he self-published a book of verse about his

playing
the spoons to the tune of the William Tell
Overture. That filmed in 2016
(when he was 86) has had 12,850 views! If
you want to see it, type this in your web search
engine: Claude Bonang plays the spoons.

THANKS TO CLAUDE BONANG for
playing music at the Teen Center fund-
raiser at Gelato Fiasco on Maine Street in
Brunswick every year for over a decade! It
wouldn't be the same without you, Claude!
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Music by Claude Bonang
6 Braema' Road

- 2077255181
cbonang@ccmm net
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WOW History of Claude Bonang

1999 Poets and Story Tellers

Publication Coordii Text Arrang and Hlustrator, Photography

An Unforgettable Visit
A Close Call

2000 Poets and Story Tellers, Writing for Fun Vol I
Publication Coordinator, Text Arrangement and lllustrator

Note — This book would not be possible without the generous
gifl of Claude Bonang s endless time and talent. His friends in the
Writers Group extend their hearifelt thanks.

My Racine — Our Grocery Man
Tree Climbing
Where's My Shirt



CONGRATULATIONS WINNERS!
Journal

Joy of the Pen 2023

The Verdi L. Tripp Fiction Award: Julian or Trespass Point

Fiction Honorable Mention: Betty Culley for Widow Maker

Margaret F. Tripp Poetry Award: Ann Vanvolkenburgh Chang for After

Poetry Honorable Mention: Poetry Honorable Mention: Cora Kircher for Ark
Richard F. Snow Nonfiction Award: Jean Konzal for Searching for Jenny
Nonfiction Honorable Mention: Fred Cheney for Brit
Nonfiction Honorable Mention: Bonnie Wheeler for Grandpa’s Porch
The Crowbait Short Play Award: Josh Gauthier for Last Call
The Crowbait Short Play Honorable Mention: Brian Daly for I'm Leaving My Body

to Science
To read the complete winning nonfiction works go to:
https://joyofthepen.topshamlibrary.org/#nonfichm
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R isfor Reindeer, harnessed and ready to leave 0K SOORY: . course that was 80 some years ago. But
I isfor Icicles, hanging from the eave times have changed g
'S isfor Santa,all dressed for the flight and trees, elc., begin
T isfor Toys, that he'll deliver tonight to appear even before
* M isfor Manger, as peacefulascanbe * Halloween!
‘ A isfor Angel, placed atop of the tree, and * Wo tried to keep the
[ S isfor Savior, who saved both you and me OH.'f‘dl:i'ﬁﬂ’ﬁYe;Yu
ki s .28 # * 8 e e 1
% Eve to put up our tree.
e * ‘* " One year withanew |
| R vir - baby due any day and
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home in time to spend
# Chrigtmas Wish * the holiday with us.
By Bonnie Wheeler Wewui;:)mt:f
| What would your perfect Christmas giftbe? ¢ B reeks EoPig
wsofmmy?Amwcn?ASO-thV? c
P'm thinking my wish would be * * #* o+ X 2 * % o
With a grateful heart to be living free * # ’*‘

e W 3K
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Christmas Eve By Sue Linkel 3

*

B
So we went shopping for a tree on
Christmas Eve, but not one single tree
lot was still open! One store had some
trees piled up ready for disposal behind
it. They said we could have ing we
could find. The best we could find was
not very pretty, so we took an extra tree
for branches to fill in where needed. The
kids were disappointed and complained. 3¢

e One of them declared
in a disapproving voice,
“Charlie Brown would
sure be proud of us!"”

‘We began laughing and
making jokes and had a lot
that sad
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P'm thinking my wish would be * * #* o+ X 2 * % o
With a grateful heart to be living free * # ’*‘

e W 3K
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Christmas Eve By Sue Linkel 3

*

B
So we went shopping for a tree on
Christmas Eve, but not one single tree
lot was still open! One store had some
trees piled up ready for disposal behind
it. They said we could have ing we
could find. The best we could find was
not very pretty, so we took an extra tree
for branches to fill in where needed. The
kids were disappointed and complained. 3¢

e One of them declared
in a disapproving voice,
“Charlie Brown would
sure be proud of us!"”

‘We began laughing and
making jokes and had a lot
that sad




Ay yRgRagpayad?ygegya l®

K 3a Happy Jazzy Christmas 7 Christmas Music By Sally Hartikkan 3
L Christmas Day By Alene Staley Atthe birth of Jesus, the  my first experiences singing 3
& . Their old familiar carols play, 3 In my home in the 1950s in Chicago, family entertain- Bible records, “And suddenly  with a large chorus and

“$% And wild and sweet the words repeat ®  ment was found often on the radio and witha phonograph &  there was withtheangela  orchestra was that of singing .
"% Ofpeace on earth, good will to men! that played 78-, 45-, and 33 %-speed vinyl records. My o ~multitude of the heavenly  the "Messiah” by Handel. I A
And thought how, as the day had come, z family enjoyed music. The music popular in our house was host, praising God, and was in high school, and my *
The belfries of all Christendom opera and jazz. I did not like opera, but loved jazz. Our col- saying, ‘Glory to Godinthe  choir was one of several that
Had rolled along the unbroken song Iecion oftecords included thase purchased by my parents 4 highest, and on carth peace, joined the Bowdoin Glee 3¢
Of peace on earth, good will to men! }and gifts from my uncle who owned an FM radio station. Club and ¢ under

p ‘When I was about 10 parents would occasion-
T e b iy dlyhmlimnwﬂumwwmdﬁekm as the angels singing at his Tillotson. What a thrilll
Avoice, a chime, a chant sublime f what record I wanted to enjoy. That was my favorite treat. birth, and songs have The
Of peace on earth, good will to men! One evening close to Christmas my dad came home from continued to

work and announced that we were going Christmas shop- play a large

Then jrom each black, accursed mouth } - ping, Going outto shop at night in the dark was quite the ol in the cel
cannon thundered in the Soth, - ® e o my sster and mysell Mall did ot exst s yet. We 13 -
/g}dm’ ”m:rth gdwlllm ’ z enjoyed visits to the Loop upon occasion, but that evening this occa-
s e we went to a small shopping area not very far from where sion. 1, too,
It was as if an ear rent we lived. We entered and discovered that it was a record associate music
The hearth-stones of a continent, store. I didn't even know there were record stores. It was with Christmas.

And made forlorn t born 3 sp lar. Records in bins everywhere. Our parents told Lhave loved
Of peace on earth, good will to men! us we could look at the album covers while they shopped. singing carols

*Hyrn”

Music filled the

sanctuary.
Over the years, I have

And in despair I bowed my head:  {  Tresolved that when I grew up I would spendall my money 4ff) sinceIwasa 4 . *
v "“Thereis r;’:;eacean aa"zh."l said; at record stores. ﬂ small child, waiting sung plainsong, carly ;
For hate is si and mocks the song My parents chose some records to purchase. They did let impatiently for them to medieval carols, and songs wg‘:.;
Of peace on earth, good will to men! ~ ) us see what they had chosen. We were not allowed to listen start playingonthe radio  in many languages. Even the
Then pealed the bells more loud and decp: to the records until Christmas. I knew Christmas would be shortly after the end of the  more popular, secular music
# “God [ not dead, nor doth He sleep; fantastic that year. 1 wish I could remember what specific Thanksgiving weekend. has been part of my reper- 5
The Wrong shall fail, the Right i,  records they purchased. Performers I remember listening to } As 1 grew older, Ijoined  toire. Bring it on! I loved
2 With peace on earth, good will to men.” as a child include Benny Goodman, Nat King Cole, Sarah choruses and choirs that itthen,and I loveitnow.
%% (in the public domain) Vaughn, and Louis Armstrong. I wish everyone a happy ¢ mel}%fwdm- i‘zmhmwoummn::tspeﬂgdhnmma':mans;=e &
and merry musical Christmas. ing some 0! ic T e
s : 3 m music of Christmas. One of 10 sing i .

IR0 T AT *
* 7% % TOEGAE S e X R &

* 3
e
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Poems & Proce”

¥

A
A New Year, Already? New Year Wishes 8y Borrie Whadar
By Doria Wainbery As America thar's 52l frus
e &xmu;hm" "i-ﬁ‘::dnbmﬁ
B Leadars who chooss cur nesion’s noeds £t
avr gl — A o 0 kids are s 2nd oducred
want the time to kst e our kds ame n 2
?‘;ﬁ::mwﬁr‘ And God will bless America again
was alnays .
ﬁﬂﬂ‘“” Rartchodl, — 2022 ngz'— 2023 Mystery
yours through aigith grads Sner
P-Iw:““ﬂ%tr Fathar Tims 2022, rest in peaca’ You ™
mﬂﬁ. r= paack. survive a year of mescapable truths, difficak
1 didin't think 3 bowmz ing tzes and events. Peopls around the world have
Cellog for ma was 2 vary tig chamgn. 4 .a Scal waoee, il scoms and loxs 0 3 procions
sues 2
S = Waiting By Alerc Jilsy e of £t et 2027 Bitory will by
It chdn't tako oo 0 tealizs, {‘ for future genarations. What will they remembar and
g'h_nmﬂ. Ihd gouz T 2 wasiting for the first snow of the seasca. By that Imean wTite in sher mamcers?
m‘ﬂ.mﬂgd_ﬂ!lm the first snowstorm whan wa shows up to stxy. Whea Baby 2003, we ar a ntion bruised, burt, frightoned
the followang years. the sxow piles up and takos 2t kst a dry ortwo tomekt. Timowr and need your Comne to us with now eneryy, inno-
My chaldren grow wp and kft the nest. hu&ﬂ&hhﬂwwﬂd-abw ; vatiosal ways, e, medcal s xd.
Looking T did shed soms ars. ross the panse Torelax amd just stay home off Soroads, © edncators wath viion. noed reailisnce, imalli-
And now I b just turned ninety, watch $he sow Sl and mybe mad a book or take 2n0p. Sa0ca, IATon, PTpose, perictiam, kindngss, and idees
and the new ywar is 5 Iy Whea I was teaching i was magical whan the £t wmow 2 they m-;ﬂnmhb
287 o ey b g P oo o gt o e e e e
Iimea't fromch T ove the peace that comes with cacty winter I love sesing The fataro is 2 mystary with the gift of each day.
Taope 2] avs gren sooduing. tho besmry that amarge: in the sow Thare is werk to do whan Wishing you 365 numﬁn poski,
mlm;-n;:;u_ s g iwﬁuﬁgﬂa:m&h ‘ live s 1 tho fullest and vy the new year diine wzh
A comtime Boakn comes azid a contantzoent 2nd provides an exuse |, - i :
Eﬁ'ﬁﬂrm nzm.?:-:.y 2 the roads il bo plowed and e [ 2
i’huﬁpﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂym md--;ﬂh-‘ys o —— ;b:hduick: 8y Doriz Wainkerg
Stuek in 3 Snowstorm -, Tumsb®don i
By Noria Moody . hhnﬂmnwuh
'The weckand was five O Timeless Wishes Pue Been Thinking that I'nill zwver be akio o swing.
Rosdtrp Remsyhamia  *, 0 " ) By O Ml By Noria Moods 1 did get o Jaracd and the UK,
e ! Iwihirse Thare will be now adventares a?m:mq
‘r:i:ﬂcf—: In the year of tasaty tasaty-thre and missed out of: peccet,
for thow who ke leas, Whers to travel, bt Sir ornsar Ty Gisgrmes.
Trwish for nach mora. Or mxybe 2 BAB i the. Z My troveling dys 2% over now,
Trwrish o tho: : How ars we traveling & ysar! Tt thare are places I still dream about
® l::“‘ Thzwmhu&m s ad — sach beaiful scenery —
. =t O optioms are bus, train or plano ™
mouu‘"”‘"dn e T o g e, 1 oced laces n e s Tho camms and tho naticesl parks,
By Uree Towish fora couzery Wit e ar i T ke s
a % sow
T e~ ELi) =t Or shafl the gorden bo soall his year L mllocind v
from bis Whaa! W whiro differences canbesodsd  Plamting 2 rhin-:iﬁnix b, alas, #twas aover o ba.
B e ‘without tho wse of a gun What projectfo pan with axira time ¥ almostgot aboard a Misscpps River crus,
ﬂhbhﬂm&wﬂi Twish forawerld A droam of 2 new wiwing deagn .ﬂw ot that ll
2 fnd 2 youmg kid thera. Tho ki whars all pecpls are ve Orwill thare be 2 quiet tme wa o, toouzh,
*b}'aﬁmdhﬂ-ﬂ o lzve, to worship, %o prospar For oy umssad bodks of mins. N_}'Mywlu
wated to ke sure thing: wer in peace and harmeery. Bﬂluuwﬁhh?ﬂ
ey Write On Christmas Pary T Sy sl i
e r
"Come cn 2022. T 2003” By Bovia Whacker T 0 mireesnberng Mﬂm-&h
“You're early. Come back whan it's time.” . PUhite on Now is the tme to relax o my condh.
K Mg Astonthemy—HqpyNewYor e ClRmmpey et Dhitons O e window the  hamgg.
= i . Saea bromghe us all S Tz perfsctly comsent to Jock through the gls,
| man fast stared ¢ the kid with kis Our Clariztems cards rend and dispiayed Wednesdays s what Modar Natrs armmges.
?ﬁ:ﬁ frint Wit kind of youur Picture: ke 2 memory mods at 1 pm &mrnhhlm“
The kid pansed i the doorwary. What T
"Ses you at nidmizht cn the 31"
Ho slarmad the door om his wary ot
[0 Wiches E4DK Mkn
T with o Roacn, Lows, amd Fagpinass
20 g bt st 2 S
Td contims om with Compassion,
and brings its
By e—
Then, T'd end with Froedom and Fussice
Far all pecple right from barth,
% halp our Mothar Earth.
Eowuh.;lo-inh 2
would all come trua, [
S0 world woeld be a bettar phce m-uwmmmw- .R"-’:E.“.....
© live i forme and you 2 1un group who love naw mamborns join T turd
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Be Mine!

A little more lace and it was done.
I had made a valentine for my mum!
I must have been maybe eight or nine.

Some red paper and glue and it turned out fine!

Many years later, the holiday came again.
I zot all my supplies at the five and ten.

I had a secret crush and so special it had to be.
The words would say it, but he wouldn't know it was me.

Ilooked over so many cards
at the nearby stationary store.
But some were just too mushy.
Even though I liked them more.

I had to be so careful,

in how I expressed my love.

Ididn’t want to scare him off.

Even though he was what I dreamed of!

And then I saw 1! The perfect card!
It said my feelings so very well.
Would he read 1t and also find

the words made his heart swell?

Iread it through several times,

and decided it was the one.

I would take it home and add my name.
The search was finally done!

The card got mailed and I patiently waited.
I hoped for one in return.

But the days went by and nothing arrived.
I had to hide my disappointed concern.

I never did get a response,

but a surpnise did come my way.

A boy who lived next door to me,
sent me candy that Valentme’s Day.

I really had never looked his way.
He was just “the boy next door!”
But I was so surprised with his gift.
He was just what I was lookmng for!

I had never thought to look so closely.
He was night under my nose.
While I was looking the other way,

lor, and anticipation.
be was waiting for me, ] uppose! Whe will send s ourd?
Childhood Valentine Memories

Mary Ellen Butterick School in Sterling,
Massachusetts, 15 where I began school.
There was one classroom for each grade,
with 18 to 25 students. The two-story
building was fronted with windows deco—
rated iately for holidays th
theschooltenn FoerlenrmesDzy,the
windows were decorated with red hearts
students in all grades had cut out.

We all made Valentines for our parents.
My mom had construction paper, doilies,
maybe a magazine for pictures, paste,
crayons and scissors for us to make our
school cards. We had learned to make
perfect hearts by folding paper in half
and drawing a crook-shaped line from
top to bottom on the fold side in all sizes.
My brother and I were encouraged to be

By Doric Weinberg

Versatile chocolate 1n every shape and flavor imaginable The roads are wet and slippery
What's not to like? Hard to see when dark

I pick through the heart-shaped, red box The snow clouds are coming in
Do I eat my favorites first? Morning brings a soft new look

An Ode to Chocolate By Deb Noone

Or save them for the very last, anticipating each sweet nibble?
Do I polish off the entire box in one sitting?

Or limit myself to one every other day to make the box last?
1 toss my hands in the air ... and dive in
Then I add to niy grocery hist— buy more boxes of Valentine’s Day chocolates
T'll have enough to get me through the dreary month of February

A Valentine Puzzle
By K. Allen

Though we both have different shapes
that are of different size,

and faces with different tints

along with different eyes.

Though we both have different hair
that's cut to different lengths,

and spints with different weaknesses
There's a corner in my heart

where I keep for you a space,

for like two different parts of a puzzle,
we both fit right mto place.
Happy Valentine's Day

Winter Lament and Valentine's Day By Vince MeDermott

I don't mind snow. I don't mind wind.
Idon't mind rain. I don't mind sleet.

BUT NOT ALL AT ONCE!

How many more storms with mixed
precip will we have to bear this winter? Is
that all we have to look forward
to? Actually, no. There is
Valentine's Day. We can
all enjoy the warmth, the

creative designing
cards fitting girls or
boys.

Our teacher brought a
box for the class to decorate,
seal and cut a mail-slot on top for
classmates to "mail" our cards. Prior to
our home-making card project, we had a
brief discussion about who would get our
Valentines. Somehow our mother made
us realize 1f we gave to one classmate, we
should give to all classmates. If we planned
to write a verse, she had to check it out.
As we advanced in grade, we wished to be
more selective, though mom’s advice pre-
vailed and I remember my verse being just
one word, “Valentine or hello.” All class-
mates always received a card from us.

Do you recall grade school where cards
were exchanged? Sometimes no signa-
ture was included. On rare occasions,
the sender was never identified. Are you
still wondening today about a card or two?

Might your life have changed if you

had discovered the sender? Some
romances begin in grade
school and last a lifetime.

What a mystery!

By Betty Bavor
On February 14th after
Tunch, the entire school partied
singing, playing games, a story
read by the teacher, openmng the
Valentine mailbox and having treats
the room mothers had prepared. One time
a teacher gave each of us a Hershey Kiss.
The principal visited the classrooms with a
Va]entm:gmehnglwmdzlﬂ!wzsgxmg
the teachera V&
behavior!

I kept my cards for weeks. It was a memo-
rable, happy, experience — oh, to be young
agam 1n days of yore. Have you received a

Valentine? How about you making
one with grandchildren for someone special!
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY ONE AND
ALL

The temperature cold

Cold, Wet and Snowy

By Nonie Moody

Tobogganing

By Laura Lee Perkine
Today we've gone tobogganing
Flying over the snow —
Bumping down the steep long hills
To the slowing valley below.
First a sense of exhilaration
Then almost a tremor of fright —

Anda d feeling of helpl
Too fast! O’er the blanket of white.

The spills are a bit scary,

The pulls uphill are long —

Again and again we make the run
And expenence, with nature, a song.
The song tells the beauty

Of having the freedom to roam —

Midwinter Thaw
By DK Allen

The midwinter thaw
15 a break that won't last
From the bitter cold weather
and an icy northeast blast
Thoughts turn to spring
and warm skies of blue

Yet, remembenng sadly
‘winter’s not through

Blizzard By Lawa Lee Perkine
The furious winds swirled their way
Into our aging domain —
Singing through cracks and crevices
As an mpending, stinging refrain.

The threat in the storm’s approach
Was fearful to behold —
The winds could sweep you off your feet
And make you shudder from the cold.
And then the snow began to fall
As it dnfted, piles grew by the doors.
Nature had taken over our world
Closing schools, banks, and stores.
The blizzard howled all through the night
And most of the following day.
Then humans began the task of reversing
Nature’s wild and perilous ways.

"Wou

Wednesdays
i at 1l pm

L)
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Join us for the launch of a new book from our resident writers!

books, and along the way have become a respected and
endearing group at the Center. The group members love
ﬂmwnk}ywmdlygthﬂmpma“mlsuahﬁm

‘Wed, Nov. 13, 2 pm. Join us for the suthors’ chat to launch
Voyages ... Real and Inagined, the latest book by the Write
on Writers group at People Plus. Covering everything from

a grandmother’s pin cushion to stories of life and love and
telling the truth about accidentally breaking your sister’s
beloved flower vase, this book brings it home. Featuring 22
writers and nearly 200 pieces of poetry and prose, Foyages
will take you on a real trip, open your imagination, and make
‘you want to sit down and tune in for more.

In almost 30 years, the WOW writers have published 11

that wants to get owt. How's
that for a starter? Dare we
say WOW?

Note: This latest book by
our writers” group will be
available for purchase at
the Center; just see Sarah
at the front desk to get your
own copy.

latest book journey is marked by a full range of writing styles
and originality. The poetry takes you deep into each poet’s
world, while the prose stirs your interest as you experience
the insights of each writer.

The very first entry in the book is sbout a poem in a pocket

For more submissions from our writers' group, go to www.peopleplusmaine.org/write-writers-0

Poeme & Proce

Our Bill Says Goodbye Vacation to Paris The Last Goodbye — The First Hello
There is an empty chair at our table. Tt is time for another trip to Paris, France. I went right after I got my degree in =~ The last zoodbye to summer with cooler shorter days.
One of our best writers is gone. nursing about 50 years ago. The only thing I remember is how dissppointed Iwas.  Vacation adventures, visitor memories, and
Our season with Bill was so sweet. The people were not dressed up as fashion models on the runways and the buikdings ~ Maine State Music Theater plays.

But too soon it was complete. all looked older than n1y home in Peoria, Illinois. It was built in 1837. Maybe this  The first hello to fall with county fairs, festivals, and

time I'will like Paris better?
The first place I plan to visit is McDonald’s. I heard the Big Mac there costs only
$4.93 and here in USA they average §5.20. I found out there are 1,564 McDonalds

Bill was a joy and gifted with wisdom
He gladly shared with all of his friends.
He is walking a new path today.

in France and 41,800 worldwide. California, Texas, then Florida, have the highest  Pack the summer
Y;m%"“‘mmmhw mumber of McDonald's in the USA- Gattoadt i the wise Jors
Tam going to see the Eiffel Tower again, and this time Iplantoeatintherestav-  _ Borry Bavor
lgawilgiandng There rantup in it. Last time I saw it at a distance. My special tour in the tower will cost

= me $62. Then I will go on the Versailles tour for $163, followed by the trip to the Moose on the Loose
T opened the shade that morning, French Rivera and Nice, France, for $112.17. Whoops! I forgot to mention before
And 1 saw it standing there: Nice, I will be seeing Normandy for $158. My cheap hotel is only $63.65 anight ~ Older brother Troy and I were home alone
A beautiful doe stock still in the road, Thaven't decided yet. Should I stay for six days or forten? Thave alottosee inthis ~ Upstairs, getting ready for bed
Of the motion my blinds made aware. myafzm ‘million people with a mayor named Anne Hidalzo. I will be paying Whmrpzmdomhewmdw-hmgm
‘We looked at each other with awe. $584 for round-trip tickets on United Airlines. And I saw moose antlers instead!
She was besutiful, healthry and sleek The lst two days I am there, I want t0 vist these three paces: I 10 €Y <There's  moose on the loose” I said out loud,
e T L S R R A

- iTe = o at , @ restaurant since 3 7
A Ry i R T P wwm Fouguet open Should I run and tell Troy or call the police?

Came to a stop with great care.

The mmseum will cost $150 for the exclusive guided tour and reserved entry

‘Would they lock it up in a zoo?

As the woman rolled down ber window  inciuded Fouquet's is so famous that several movie stars like Bradley Cooperand 1t standing right beside our house
She took a photo of the deer there. Catherine Densuve are often seen there. I was unable to find the expense of eating izt THERE on our front lawn.
The click of ber camers finally scared BT, yhore 50 will have to allow pleaty if T am hunery or have a couple of drinks if Tam OB dear, it's getting very late —
And the doe quickly furned and ran, out of money. The Seine River Tour will cost me $141. Tt might stay there til dawn!
ISl Y ey ncE yana ‘Wht do you think? Should I stay for six days or ten days?? Tl run and tell my brother
gtzaﬁtemnqdmg:tplm — Lucy Derbyshire Who's doing homework on his bed,
w&mmnmdmm = = iy, o ek Syl o fle Tk
Tlost sight of that gorgeous creature; Imagmahonuagw "Ths!‘samosew?mnﬂ.usmnshnd.
Of her there was no longer a trace. Where do our idess come from? Tmyumesumpumgqm:kly,
— Sally Hartikka Out of the bine But he thinks this must be a joke —
an idea pops — ‘Ifthnuqﬁh, be yelled as he ran,
The Bagkets e o Yo “You're going to be one sorry folk ”
They are cream-colored, made basement. walking slowly down visual, in our minds, But as he entered my bedroom door
the stairs with the heavy load. encouraged by our dings His eyes popped and mouth opened with glee —

and Jet them sit in the sun to dry.
When canning, the baskets
mgutﬁ! suchngth glass

When our family lived in A brilliant red maple leaf

Virginia, we would travel to our ~ comjures memories of

respective family homes during the driving Route 2 .

summers. One of these baskets was through New Hampshire to Vermont
always used for packing hnches end goal - University of Ve

and snacks. I made a sturdy flat

lid, covering it with a blue cloth Now he furns fifty this month .... and yes, Iaged, too

and putting a solid 1x2 wood piece
down the middle — making a nice

handle on the lid to keep #tems in memories of leaves collected

and able to stack thines on top. mdm—mbmydm;m!

On Mondays washing is — homesick for Maine
usually done. All the dirty clothes mdmmwwmmmmdhﬁ
were carried from the bedrooms to ‘The brilliant red leaf

the washer in my favorite basket now mottled with black

stuffed full After the wash is dried the beloved tree, diseased, on its deathbed
and folded, clothes are repacked _Sadness filled nry heart

in the basket and returned to the The years pass by, one by one

bedrooms. Ltoo,age .

Like a favorite pen or knife are but dreaming of my beautiful,

my trusty two-handled. cream-col- majestic tree, I still see those bright red leaves
ored baskets. I would never mis- atop that tall tree, so alive...in my mind

place them or give them away. Life passes along, each experience a gift,

== - amemory,
Do Mooty — Dabora (Deb) Noone

"Wow a real moose! on our front lawn.
Get the camera, and hurry — quickly!™
1 run downstairs to the kitchen

Grab the camera, and off I fiy

Back up the stairs, and into my room
Troy snaps a photo proving it’s no lie!

legs tonun

Oops not to run, but to “water” our lawn,
Boy - this evening sure is FUN!

And then the moose starts to wander
Down the driveway he goes,

‘We were sad to see him leave

And wondered what it all meant?

To have a moose appear on the lawn

‘When our parents were both away

‘We weren't sure what we should do

Just watch or chase it away?

“You did the right thing ™ Mom later said,
“You watched and didn't scare the moose”
The animal was curious and
Im:kyywSAW“l’heMmemtthoose’”
— Laura Lee Perkins
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" Season’s Greetings from

A Present from the Heart (a work of fiction)

g o Somewhere at Christmas
T\zkitkmmmdﬁ:mdh:phezs.Theymgghdmdmﬂkd,md
finally came to rest. “Are you all comfortable, cozy?” I asked They all sl
. nodded Kids, lying through their teeth Maybe to them_ the body heat -
» of another was enough to make them comfortable, cozy, for as long as #t
* lasted —the body heat, that is.
You really had to concentrate to even hear the air raid sirens outside.

s

w

hopefnllyd:emmyd:dntkwwwhaenvns,mmmTohﬂa - P
dozen or so Quaker children and their teacher was left to the fates. <
I tried to judge the closeness of the bombs, some shook the foundations .
of our shelter intently was the worst thmg I could have done. I
e was powerless, and I knew 1t ] admired the children They entered a cata-
- tonic state where they put their senses on hold Bomb blasts and tremors
zndsh:hngoftbgstmﬂmemﬁimgﬂzyhadmmmml“s i
alone, with my »
Int:mgdnbanhngabamd.Thswaswhmymhaadﬁ:e“alldm"

-

sirens. But they weren't there. Perhaps. their lack was due to enemy troops
in the streets. My anxiety went up a quanfum step.

ok
o8
e

&

'Ihmstdmmdm,mdmwlﬂe,lhzwmﬁawhe.lmﬂm. »
" lzy the world in sin and error pining
& n “Til He appeared and the soul flt its worth *
A thnll of hope the weary world rejoices : -+
For yonder breaks a new and glorious mom ™ *
‘ Tknew I should commend the instigator, and all the others. The trouble ¥
waslhadapznlystsmmyd:mt T was choked up.
dmght."'ﬂnsxsﬂ:ebestCthmybodyaﬁspmt. But it got
even better.
Another single voice, more nasal than reedy, began to sing, and every- 2
body)mdm.

&

{ - ;

A Yoncmszyﬂue'swsnch—thmg—as-sm,
# But as for me-and-grandpa, we believe.”

verses. I was a bit hazy on some of them but I sang what I knew:

C

The song ended. “$4

¥ Tmhmetoszymdhmg . anything Something appropriate to
lelmsmawmmymdd:edamnmof&ehmnspm,
#*  and its best embodiment — youth.
e The words wouldn't come before “Silent Night” beganﬁomadmd
F5. voice * . *
" —Fred Cheney v : 4
" . .3 *® ;
* ’ ‘«.?,5’
% Christmas 1940 o T
Very young was I e g w”
Memories fade »
‘* Some vivid, some not

impressions made

&

Chnistmas approaches,
We begin to check Santa’s list
To see who's been bad or good:

Once we know who gets toys,
We double-check all to make sure:

One undred percent is our goal.
Finally, a day or so before

Sheila tied off the back of one more large red bow
and tossed it info the growing pile in the muddle of
the table.

She glanced around the room at the eight round
tables, with members of the senior center seated at
each one; all making bows. Then she eyed the three
long tables stretching along the conference room
wﬂhmpﬁﬁmahmmdﬂ

Shestoodup.“Cthzveynwml:ime'.’”
She asked each table to count the wreaths. When
the final count showed a shortage of bows, she had
her table construct the last three, and had the other
members begin the task of tying a red bow to each
wreath She was proud of the assembly line she'd put

Tomorrow moming at the farmers market. they
would sell wreaths. All the money would go toward
funding the adjacent teen center.

‘When MaryAnn held up the last bow needed. they
all cheered.

Ben sauntered up to stand besade Sheila. “Great job

gettmg us organized I love doing this every year™
She grmned “The best part 15 takmg the check
mubpesmmhtms,so&eycmﬂanﬁm

We can get the newspaper or
local cable TV involved and

public”

Sheila gripped Ben’s sleeve and
gnmned. ‘G:,mygosh,ﬂnhsamﬁllldea.'

The following week all vol-
mhnedmmﬁhemuhmmaldnm
center. Shiela and Ben_ each holding one side of the
large mock-up, handed over the check. Everyone
cheered The local TV station taped the ceremony.
Soon, all the town’s cifizens would know where they,
too, could confribute. )

Sheila stood at the podnum. “T want towish a #
spectal Happy Holday to our teens. What could be
better than lething our little town know the impor-
tance of giving this zift to the center, so our teens.
ha\easaﬁplmtosodalim,hnn,mdga&m
after-school snack”

The appl d mg. Soon, the ek
bzdhupwﬂcmm\amsﬁmthosewbhd
seen the ceremony on TV.

Ben looked at Sheila and grinned “T say, if we start |
plannming now for next year, we can do even better”

activities for the new She grinned. “Count me in!™ £
Ben asked her, “Howr about we gatherthisgroup  — Debora (Deb) Noone * 35S .v)*i
mghamdmd:enensmﬂugmnch&’ B
L % . wie
. ) 3% * 3
% K
* * %" Giving and Recelvmg ¥ * N
ﬁosay“’n:kam as we expen- knowtbatsﬂe:t,cokl,stx-ﬁ!ledmgﬂscanmsme o
meedlecy!:hcal)oysofgwngmd But awe, Chn carols can bnng tear-filled mem-
commercial messages about expectations  ories, and a simple. handwnitten verse might offer
are mostly empty — devoid of deep meanmg. a connection to someone ¥

reality of the experience, we are often mdgedin 2
o rect

Noopeisevermissed. %

And who only humps of coal,

We begin to load the sleigh.
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There are many zifts of love that don't cost any- "
thing and don’t need to be wrapped. Offer yourself
to others this holiday season. You'll be filled with

.. These holidays can leave us feeling fragmented  the joy of giving and your loved ones will be filled
" and exhausted unless we plan our sift-grving wnhtl!)aycfmmmgag:ﬁﬁunywnh:n
carefully. Taking time to embrace the mystenes of  — Laura Lee Perkins -‘.:_
s . e %
e W 4 ¥ o ¥ ‘,t‘g *
The Christmas Gingerbread House ;}y
During the 19705 and executive pastry cheftofre  © *
E MMMWJ presidents, Roland Mesnier,
beautiful candy- and created a masterpiece every
Chns(nns mbed.sphyadmhe |
gmgerbread houses on the Whmﬂmse Dining
front covers of the December ~ Room. Gingerbread houses
4 issues of “Family Circle”and  were displayed around the ]

world, and m Norway they
were called “the gingerbread
village” Several years ago,
L1 Beanhad a zingerbread
scene in its display window.
Aban"Oya:rsagxlsmmi

makmg my own gingerbread
house from scratch. ¥t wasa




2o

ﬁe Wnt Oon Wnt B * % ™ The Holiday I Liked Best % %k
e m The holiday I iked best was only got two or three small ones. After
gnn{baxuigkOn @bseéf :‘m]dh:];;d hgwfhhyg:d ®
e . we n our big toy. a '
: Wh,at Baby Jesus Means to Me The Snows of Wlnter 14 e at oy dad’s flks Wesotto  smow cled or 2 ed ol 9
There’s hope after the grave //* The first snow of winter % deepintheatic Yes twascold dak  both and
There’s celebrating so great /7 \ * sachild’sdelight. * and one lightbulb to keep away the would bring out the coffee, and hot #
There’s love beyond compare /v The second snow of winter #* _ scaythinswe were cocoa for brother and me. 0
T foreach : 15 so fhuffy and hight. g 7{‘ You could hear the wind blowmg, but Donning our winter farmung clothes,
,s_py - person on The third snow of winter grandpa said we would hear the remn- ‘we went to take care of the ammals.
There’s a song whispered of gladness &. s freezing and cald ¥ deer when they landed. Returning to the house for Christmas ®
There’s no more sorrow or sadness “7"  The fourth snow of winter The drive to grandma’s house was on grandma’s pecan sticky
There’s no more isolation or madness Fampee old * the afternoon of the 24th A biz dinner  buns were always on the merm. After
a $or all to share i ™ Tli ﬁﬁhgl }of * ’ ww]dbew:ﬁngﬁrns%a&mﬁll, breakfast. we climbed into the car and
There’s freedom B snow of winter then out to the barn to give the I headed for mother’s family for dinner.
+ There’s no murders, stealing, or drvorces _; hail and sleet sting. e ge = y There were
There’s no pnde, greed. or lies ™ $ And by the sixth snow of winter * &  always about 30 *
. Best of all, the maker of all bids us to come home, ¢ Imready forspring * people there, the
. * —PK Allen women in the X
— Lucy Derbeshire o » a }z‘ kitchen_ fixing
¥ B % ; - W il San alhe goodies
. Christmas Cards * takingpiesout
Christmas card history, thanks to the latest technology and new ways to cele- 4 tocoolthe %
Wikipedia: In 1843, SnHmryCole, acvil  brate all occazions and holidays with a card! e . eu::;snm;ng
servant in the UK, worked a5 an assistant Now you know the rest of the story. . W Tent for beds irmbins the men chatti ﬂxl;mofad‘:'e
ity e el e ebet O e S T St et
people fo use this facility. His idea of a Christmas cards from family and friends 1 " Lay there listening for the reindeerfo  you got to sit at one of the adult tables.

s card became areality withbis ~ have written a yearly lefter for many years, ing, “Santa’sbeenhere” the grandkids a bax of her homemade
m%ﬂmudﬂy mmh:ghDexAxmmdnsz ‘Which was around 3 am Flymgdown  candies. There was always some burnt *
designed i may seem boring Many * steps ... there it was, the Chnistmas tree  brown candy in1t. Around 3 o'dock, we
Bsold for | hilling (8 cents), s Live apart from each other and we . vith presents under it beaded back o e fym o ke carecf
dodispuet e O - T I i

S—— ings with yewrs g came the ones with new clothes. ﬁthemght'fhmtbedmebaekbthe
generafions raIsng a events. I read and reread my everyone get new clothes for Chnistmas  city and home.
toast to the card’s recip- czdsY&l'kmwwhztywm ¥ i inthe 194057 the toys. We — Jim Cherry
ient, and on either side thinking Ifs adigtalage, the g Then came P
‘were scenes of charity younger generation embraces ’ d * 35 o * z’l;'i 3
with food and clothing andefficiency. A o Christmas % * a
being grven to the poor mouse click and the boliday Its Christmastime ¥ Solstice Time
waepraedand S Yo, te Chrias . Afimeofjoy nd happiness e, Soon kel, slence and darknes certain
only the wealthy could mdlm' istin ons wmﬁm Orvens, family meals seasoned with contentment. >
afford them When cards P - Adorning the tree st«  Lights sparkle from windowrs, trees, doors.
became more popular, more and stamping to say nothing of the 7. ) clies bri nd

prinhng production cost. But | hang 5-foot felt streamersto 0" It's Christmas time Starry h‘mg "“ﬂ’_ bope.

half- By the 1900s, my ns‘f;i:]ymmdp::ﬂm T\fmxﬁwﬂs p i e b v
to a half-penmy. ) it with b Ins:dexswlnemdwdlm w:mﬂ:. ;
dncnstmhadqxeadto(iumny.lqt }tms,mumngﬁxlczdstheydmmd W Spread your good cheer ¥ Cuddii ach lea:.y »
in that century, cards to appear in make, and I like to share their cards and feel Make peace with the world
America, but were very costly. Louis Prang, thslsprtlgnesslamol&ﬁshmd time s Eachdzyhmdhwmemmdh@t &
an Amencan pru who passes so peopleg)mandontd'm Chiristmas time $.
frmerly worked with the UK card makiers, 1. Never muss the opportunity totell hem D1 don't forge the rezson 3. Treasure family and frends. .
began mass producing maore affordable how nmch they mean to you As long asI So came be Invest in time for rest and renewal By
with pictures of flowers, plants and children. :mablf_aCImstmashﬁuwﬂl enclosed Yﬁ";’,:msc."]d  forgiven 3 Make merry with music and dance. g
In 1950, Joyce C. Hall and two of bhis broth- my Christmas card, and I'll happily thank Chnstmas ¥
ers created cards. This company is _ the U.S. Postal Servies for it safe dlvery, ¥ — Kathy Gaunt Enjoy precious gifts of love, light and joy.
<till in business today after 100+ years —with — Berty Bavor pre vz . —4lene Staley wd &

now in charge of innovating ale N & = P ar i ,,"_-_‘

. o5 ' 3 e

$ * . R # "*‘ '* o '.ﬁr -«%f, * /jé

J B J ™ w e & -t & \Yg .t'ﬁ 3 i

* " # = % e w- a ) g * '.-2‘
v ’ Child’s Christmas
Santa Claus 15 a hvely and memory from my hwdmapheewﬂhlﬂghxeddothmwlhamﬁwb Claus story was fiction was the beginning of a maturation
od. Though I was schooled by

d all with joyous smiles, and with elves dressed
n green who were very busy creating presents for you and
me So, yes, through my early years, Santa Claus eamed

by three Maz1 from the East somehow didn’'t make it mfo  meore attenhion from me than Jesus did And yes, the

mry imagmation. True, it was a beautiful story,

pmoasinne_So at seven, I dealt with loss. Santa Claus
became only a well-loved myth.
Even though Christmas became different for me after
my fnends’ big revelation I confirmed to keep Santa in nry
Christmases, bringing out the Santa relics I have gathered

-

meon

Chnistmas Smlkmwmdbdmedmmsahnd,dmﬂzhlem
[» % butwith troubling features to it. Think about it! Jesus of

grows up to be cructhed, natls hammered info lns hands,  his kindness and sth were the p hegzwtoall
and dies on a cross. No child of five wants to hear a tale as}zh:\!hiﬂzwhkwuidonchmsﬁechhw-

* like that. no matter how it is told to you by the lady of God g these mifis, ng everyone of b ‘when
dressed m black Death is personal and scary to a chuld. they awoke. And Santa satafamalmn,nd:o

N The Santa Claus story, however, was a glossy tale they say is celebrating his birthd.

'::: + - many books and songs being written and sung. Santa was Deouﬂ)a.jofdnswar‘hs\ayobnmsdmh

f thes kind and rotund man_ The books media was very kind to Santa also. There wasno

o and magazines I read, the town's holiday activities, what  negative press!!

! I heard on radio, and conversations I overheard from Oh, the sweetness of that Then,

mSmwbmhﬁdmymgnmAndSm
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